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Woman, cast adrift,
struggles to achieve
independent life style

In the first quarter of the 19th century, Lord Byron could write of women:
Few changes e'er cdn better their affairs.
Theirs being an unnatural situation . . .

In the fourth quarter of the 20th century. writer-director Paul Mazursky
can present us with “*An Unmarried Woman™" (R). the story of a woman who
finds herself in an “‘unnatural” situation. but who uses it as a springboard
enabling her to take charge. make numerous changes and become “‘an inde-
pendent person.”

Jill Clayburgh, in her best performance to date, is Erica, the woman of
the title. Alter a comfortable marriage of 17 years her husband (Michael
Murphy) abruptly announces that he's leaving her for a young woman he met
at the shirt counter at Bloomingdale's.

Her husband cries (he's not a bad guy. just a nebbish), she throws up and
they split. Her non-status gives her an immediate identity problem. Her last
distinction as Erica was graduating from Vassar. Since then, she’s been
defined by her relationship to a man: she Martin’s wife.

) ERICA EXPERIENCES a flood of emotions from intial hurt and anger to
' uncertainty, lonliness and loss of confidence. Mazursky has the novelist's eye
and ear for observing life around him and recording its funny-sad realities on
film. Thus the changes in Erica’s mental attitude and feelings are revealed
through her relations with others,

There are her three, close women friends (played by Kelly Bishop, Linda
Miller and Pat Quinn), her club which she refers to as “*part Mary Hartman.
part Ingmar Bergman.’

There is her teenage daughter Patti (Lisa Lucas) with whom she has a
open and candid relationship. There is a peristent stud named Charlie (Cliff
Gorman) and a steady-eyed, exotically dressed psychiatrist named Tanya
(Penelope Russianoff). Finally. there is the bright and understanding artist
Saul {Alan Bates).

At the psychialrist's urging. Erica starts dating again. The first date is
disastrous. but she hangs in there and is soon approaching life with more
gusto than you'd find in an x-rated beer commercial.

When she meets Saul. she's prepared for. demands and gets a relation-
ship between equals. Mazursky doesn’t moralize about her actions. He pre-
sents an open-ended situation and lets viewers reach their own conclusions. In
50 doing, he gives them a lot to work with,

HIS MATERIAL comes from the mileau he knows best: Educated.
saphisticated people in an urban, upper middle-class setting. He infuses the
whole film with his enthusiasm. He draws excellent performances from the
entire cast. He shows New York City in an energetic and positive way. using
the art galleries and studios of Soho and an exciting backdrop for the story.

Finally. he captures the physical thrill of the artist's creation as we
watch Saul maneuver acrylics on a large canvas in the style of contemporary
painter Paul Jenkins.

Jenkins® actual paintings appear in the studio scenes and provide a rich
and fitting setting to this jeuel of a film.

Fine objects, fun stuff auctioned

From steam irons le steamships.
from fine art to fine wine. everything,
including the kitchen sink, goes up for
bid when the annual Channel 56 Auc-
tion returns to Detroit television
Friday. April 7, at 7 p.m.

The 10th annual Great TV .Auction
runs for nine days through April 15 and
will be televised live fromi the Channel
56 studios in midtown Detroit.

WJR's Marc Avery and the Detroit
Free Press’ Bob Talbert will kick off
the 10th annual fundraiser for Channel

5 along with Honorary Chairman
Louis Allen, president of Manufac-
turers Bank of Detroit, and General
Chairwoman Joan Hicks, an auction
veteran of 10 years. This year, the auc-
tion goal is to raise $600,000, the most
ambitious target in its history.
Channel 56 volunteers. called go-get-
ters, have been combing businesses in
the metropolitan Detroit and Windsor
areas. By showtime. the station hopes
to have amassed 7,000 items for bid-
ders in southeastern Michigan and

southern Ontario.

BRAND NEW merchandise with a
minimum value of $50 is still needed.
‘The station asks that merchants con-
tact Channel 56 Auction Central at 873-
7200 to donate.

Viewers bid by phone on merchan-
dise to be auctioned. The merchandise
includes practical wares such as cof-
fee makers. live plants. easy chairs,
sports gear, stereo Systems and vac-
uum cleaners.

Here’s how to bid for goodies

As the Channel §6 Auction draws
aear (April 7-15) the TV’ station offers
some useful tips to help viewers get
the items they want,

Bidders will have more than 7.000
items to cheose from during the nine-
day seflathon for public television
including an assortment of fine wines.
a catered Greek party for 150 people.
Lord and Tayler gift cenificates and
five automobiles.

To bid. viewers should keep in mind”
these steps:

1. Keep pencil.
close to the TV set.

2. Spot a desird item and jot down its
board and item numbers

3. Grab the phone and dial the num-
ber shown on vour TV screen as
quickly as possible. It's important to
bid high and fast. The higher the bid.
the greater the chances for success.

4. Once you've placed your bid. keep
watching and try to kecp cool.

5. The highest bid will be announced
on the air and the highest bidder will
receive a confirming phone call.
Instructions for pick-up are given at
the time of the call-b

Local celebrities who willact as auc-

paper and phone

tioneers and emcees during the event
include Marc Avery. Bob Talbert,
Paul Christy. Betty Carrier and
Jimmy Launce.

One million viewers are expected to
tune in Channel 56 during auction
week, based on estimates from pre-
vious auctions. Here is the schedule of
lhc telecast:

iy, April 7—7 p.m.-2 a.m.
pril 8—Noon-2 a.m.

Sunday, April 9—2 p.m.-12:30 a.m.

Monday. April 10. through Thursday.
Avril 13—1 p.m.-12:30 a.m.

Friday. April 14—1 p.m.-2 a.m.

Saturday. April 15--Noon-2 a.m.

Editor takes

auction bids

Among the auctioneers at the
upcoming Channel 56 Auction will be
Kthel Simmons, entertainment editor
for the Observer & Eccentric news-
papers. She will be on camera to take
bids Monday. April 10. at 2:30 p.r.

Preduction ‘Cole’
begins rehearsals

Broadway. television and motion
picture choreographer John Sharps
staging the Meadow Braok Theaire”
forthcoming Midwestern premiere of
“Cole.” the musical entertainment
based on the songs of Cole Porter.
which will open April 20 at 8:30 p.m

Earlier in his career he wiei a mem-
ber of the Metropolitun pwra Ballet
and appeared in more than 4.000 per-
formances in 12 B show:
including “The Mast Huppy Fella,”
“The Music Man.” “Litle Me™ and
“Sweet Charity.

Also in New York, Sharpe  was
assistant to three of the country’s most
famous choreographers. Bob Fosse.
Michael Kidd and Onna White

Since

then he has directed and;or choreo-
waphed the New York City Center
revival of “Where's Charley”” three
national touring companie:
Vegas productions, severa

industrial shows and more than 100
productions in musical stock.

I Hollywood, Sharpe was assista't
choreographer for the film versions of

“Sweu starring  Shirley
Oscar-winning
- starting Liza Minnelli.

Cabaret”

Sharpe is now conducting rehearsals

for ~Cole” with Musical Director
James Hohmeyer and Meadow
Brook's artistic director, Terence
Kilburn.

Benefit performance slated

The comedy-drama by  Leonard
Gersch, ~Buttertlies Arc Free.  has
been selected for a benefit theater
party Tuesday at Will-O-Way Reper-
tory Theatre. 785 W. Lung Lake Road
(near Telegraph) in Bloomfield Hills.

The 8:30 p.m. production of the

Broadway and film hit will benefit
members of the Oakland Press News-
paper Guild and Pressmen’s Union, on
strike since Dec. 29. 1977.

Tickets. priced per person or per
couple, are on sale at strike headquar-
ters, 333-7660. or Will-O-Wav. 644-4418.

Last year, the Channel 56 Auction
raised more than $§534.000. Channel 56
hopes to surpass that total this year
and has sel a goal of $600.000. The
money raised is used to pay for the
ever-increasing costs of bringing view-
ers Channel 5 programs.

The station is still accepting dona-
tions of merchandise even while the
auction is on the air. The station asks
that brand new. saleable items worth
$50 or more be brought directly to its
studios, on the carner of Second and
Bethune. one block north of the Fisher
Building.

The special board at this year's auc-
tion will provide five cars for bidding.
Viewers can vie for a Cadillac Seville,
an Oldsmobile Cutlass Salon, a Chevy
Chevette. a Plymouth Volare or a
Ford Futura.

Other top-of-the-line items include a
London show tour, a Hobie 12 sailboat,
a wooded lot in upper Michigan and a
fourday cruise on a Great Lakes
freighter.

For art lovers. the auction will fea-
ture selected works of art all day on
Art Day, Sunday. April 8. Works by
such artists as Marshall Fredericks,
Max Shaye. Claes Olderburg and Ray
Fleming will share the spotlight
throughout the day with the regular
auction fare.

IN ADDITION, opportunities up for
big will include dream dates with local
celebs. a chance to be a clown with the
Ringling Bros. circus. practice and
lunch with the Detroit Red Wings. and
a chance to be a judge of the annual
stone-skipping contest held on Mack-
inac Island.

Past auctions have contributed more
than §3.5 million to the support of non-
commercial Channel 56. Proceeds help
make possible the broadcast of shows
like “Sesame Street.” Dick Cavett,”
~Monty Python's Flying Circus™ and
“Masterpiece Theatre.”

OScar night

This is the night the Oscar, Hollywood's symbol of excellence, will
be awarded, and Bob Hope will be back in his familiar role as emcee
for the Academy Awards broadeast. Live coverage of the 50th arnual
event will start at 10 p.m. on ABC-TV, Channel 7. Winners in the
Observer & Eccentric's Oscar contest will be announced in the Mon-
day, April 10 issue.

THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

A thoughtful way to welcome vis-
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AMERICAN HOT WAX (PG). Story of rock 'n’ roll era with guest shots by centers in Oakland County.

Chuck Berry and Jerry Lee Lewis. Tim Mclntire plays deejay Alan Freed.
THE BIG SLEEP (R). Robert Mitchum and Sarah Miles in unnecessary and

RESTAURANT
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Enca (Jill Clayburgh) and Saul (Alan Bates) share a loving
relationship.
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Cocktails Carry Outs
Introductory Gift
3350 Auburn Road

undistinguished remake of the 1946 Humphrey Bogart, Lauren Bacall film
about hard-boiled private eye.

BLUE COLLAR (R). Tough, realistic drama of three auto workers whose
small-time rip-off produces drastic results.

Kingsley Jun

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

644-1400 564-5144

Mnndunn, Szechuan
& Cantonese Cuisine

CASEY'S SHADOW (PG). Sensitive movie about impoverished Cajun (Walter
Matthau). his three sons and the horse that becomes pivotal to their future
fortunes.

Cantanese & American Food
Japanese Steakhouse

. ® Exotic Cocktails ®

COMA (PG). Scary and unpleasant movie about some strange goings-on al a N CARRY-QUTS O CHIESE FOCO g

hospital. Genevieve Bujold is the plucky doctor who uncovers a fiendish oo Brcer e Banor 5930

arrangement. ForResarvations FrsSat w1030pm 1/2 Mile W. of Adams Rd. . 8528260
Proasd2, © cosaMentry ], \ )
CROSSED SWORDS (PG}, Adaptation of Mark Twain's ~The Prince and the it - Your Host: Harold Hom

Pauper.”* Star-packed cast in story about royal impersonation. romance
and ruffians in the 16th century.

THE FURY (R). Director Brian DePalma unleashes the special effects in
gory film about secret agency and two with strange
psychic powers.

GRAY LADY DOWN (PG). Suspense as Navy attempts to rescue sunken
submarine. Chariton Heston is the sub's skipper; David Carradine is
among the rescue team.

HIGH ANXIETY (PG). Mel Brooks tips his hat to Hitchcock in this lunatic
romp at the Psycho-Neurotic Institute for the Very. Very Nervous. Liberal
visual “‘quotations” from Hitcheock in this howler.

HOUSE CALLS (PG) Walter Matthau and Glenda Jackson in entertaining
mmedy about amorous adventures of widowed doctor and complications
in hospital politics.

‘THE MOUSE AND HIS CHILD (G). Award-winning full-length cartoon
feature with voices of Peter Ustinov and Cloris Leachman.

SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER (R). John Travolta (of Kotter's sweathogs) is
the main man in film with plenty of disco action.

CHINESE BUFFET
Features all varielies of your favarite Chinese
and Canlonese dishes. All you can enjoy
served Fri., Sat., Sun. Evenings.

WEEK NIGHT SPECIALS
SHRIMP--CHICKEN—RIBS

. mbination any two

st e sy 9450
SHANGRI LA WEST

Restaurant & Lounge
Telegraph Rd. N. of Square Lake Rd.
Miracle Mile Shappm%’%en(er
{Across tom “howcase sma)

Pecarls

BULL PEN

completely new
Michigan’s Most Beautiful Barn
Specializing In

PRIME RIB & CRAB LEGS

LUNCH
Mon. thru fii.
11:30-3 P.M.

DINNER
Tues. thry Thurs.
510 PM.
Fri. & Sat. 5-12

STRAIGHT TIME (R). Dustin Hoffman in true story of ex-con battling tough a Closed Sunday In Yorld Champ.
odds when he tries to go straight. P en S ings
h BENS BULL PEN
MOVIE RATING GUIDE the Finest 1 Chinese

& American Cuisine
469 S, Woodward, B’ham.
644-2913

Mon.Thurs. 11 10 pm. #Fn. 1111 p.m,
Sor 1211 pen. #%n. 1210 p.m.

E- S W

KI0S128 Undes.
TICKETS:$7%655
I Seals larved et 45 Seas
TICKETS AT: 5ILVERDOME. LL I. L. HUl 'S (US!
HUDSON'S CHARGE) & EIRMINGHAM COMMUNI\'V HDUSE

PONTIAC SILVERDOME

G General audiences admitted.

PG Parental guidance suggested. All ages admitted.

R Restricted. Adult must accompany person under 18.
X Noone under 18 admitted.

I-75 to Joslyn Exit-- North on Jostyn 3 Miles
391-3200

Bill Kirshmon on the Vibes
for your fistening pleasure
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