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Art admirer finds
humor in Poland

By GREG TAVALIRE

good sense of humor has long been a charac-
teristic of Polish people. but in Poland. “Polish
Jukes are different from what we're familiar

"‘l‘he Polish counteract bad situations = with
Jjokes. many of which are véry subtle.” said Dan-
uta Boczar of Troy. who has just spent two years
researching 18th-2th century Polish art in the
eastern European country.

“They tell jokes about segments of sociely that
they don’t particularly like.  she said. “such as
the police and members of the socialist
government

“When | was there. 1 told some of those real
nasty Polish jokes. Although I'd explode when 1
heard some of them. they thought many were
funny. They'd say some parts of the joke were
true. They laugh at the fact that they don't have
the technical ability to do many things. but they
wouldn't laugh at jokes that insult their
intelligence

An art history graduate from George Washing-
ton University in Washington. D.C. Ms. Boczar
was in Poland on a Fulbright Hays grant from the
State Department.

Her parents immigrated to the U from
Poland after World War II. Her first visit to
Poland in 1971 led her to apply for the grant to

s

~They wanted to know things like what | would
do if a revolution broke out and if I'd take any-
mmg out of the country. Of course, I had to say

Po]and is one eastern European country that
accepts a large number of American students.”
she said. “They are determined to build strong
social and economic ties with the west. They need
western dollars in the economy.

Ms. Boczar. 26. described the Polish political cli-
mate as “'te:

“The food situation is bad.” she said. “And if
consumerism is bad. the politics are bad. My
impression of the political climate is that it is very
1ense. Something's going to break.”

She said there is a black market for meats. and
the only abundant foods are fresh fruits and vege-
tables grown in the country

~People demand a voice. They are v aware
of what's going on in other countries.” she said.
“They are boisterous and not afraid to voice their
disappointments.

The meat shortage is the worst. People have to
stand in lines for hours. and it’s almost impossible
to get veal.”

But the tense situation. Ms, Boczar said. is not
s bad as that represented by%he Western press.

“I challenge anyone who'says it is a police
state,” she said. It is no more a police state then
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Sign of spring
‘Thawing water pipes are also a sign of warmer weather.

But the thaw causes damage to the pipes such as the ones
near 33335 Shiawassee, Farmington. DPW crews were

Mauthe)

recently working on the problem. (Staff photo by Harry

many of the Weslern countries we condone.
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independently study Polish art for two years. ~“While 1 was there. if one of my Polish friends .
part of the grant. Ms Boczar received transpo would ‘soy ansthing abowt politics. 1 woutd 1o GTeen enlists
tion costs and money to cover living expenses. them to be quiel.. o

"Ms. Boczar went through lengthy interviews by “But they told me that 1 was overdoing it. | Donald Wade Green.

4. son of Mr. and Mrs.
Donal W. Green, 23097
Cora, Farmington Hills
has entered the U.S. Air
Force's delayed enlist-

ment program.
Green, a 1976 graduate
ul Fﬂrmmglan High
1 will receive Secu-

ials before she was granted

never felt followed. although | know my phone was
the Fu]hnghl scholarship.

tapped one time.™
While in Poland from September 1975 to August
1977, Ms. Boczar interviewed many Polish artists,
visited art schools and museums and researched
books at Jagicllonian Univer: She also sent
home more than 800 Polish books and posters.
“The posters are hung on fences and walls and

Country

Denuta Boczar said the visit to Poland
whet her appetite, and she later applied
for and received a grant to study Polish art.
(Staff pheto by Charlie Kidd)

$500up

DEADLINE
NEAR!

L
_._/\,\ ’7
7

Let Us Prepare Your

INCOME
TAX

Call us now for
an apoginiment

471-2313

Flig

" INCOME TAX
295|' Grand Awver

ALL HEART

L

Yamaho. So much for so little.
The new Yamaha A-60U
Electone Organ

ORDER NOW AND

SMALL DEPOSIT WILL HOLD.

!
FARHlIIGI'OII

are ver'y simple. They tell you only what is hap-
pening4 you have to get details from the
Pewspapers.

~They're also very mlorrn! and artistic. They
make culor{ul wall posters.”

The posters arc a form of street art. she said
and their virtues are often a discussion topic
among Poles.
poster collection is everything to me,” she
said. In Poland they don't have advertising the
way we do here. There are no billboards. Maga-
zines are not full of advertisements. and the news-
papers don't allow it.”"

Reflecting on her stay in Poland. Ms. Boczar
said one of the most surprising things she encoun-
tered was how casy it was to adopt the Polish
system.

"You learn to do things like they do there. You
learn not to talk politics too much. Yol become
used to waiting in long lines for food. and you walk
an awful lot.

“It's amazing what you can put up with.”
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FREE
THOMAS

«Free bench and delivery
«Headphone jack

« Factory guarantee: five
years on parts, one year
on service.

“*Mo. pyl_of $3208 based on
price of 129500 plus 4% lox. 48
months, with AP. 17.60%,
with $195.00 cash or ot o
with appraved credit
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43907 VAN DYKE, STERLING HEIGHTS

« Auto Bass/Chord Fun Block Only .

le::::ﬂ one-finger bass s 3 203 QRG H N
ittt dinter OO0 CONCERT
« Variable tone levgrs J

L'Q‘ﬁ'?f :'eyr':;ss 35'5‘1';,. Featuring
SI?eorrr)\spo Light Roger Gaudet

Wednesday, April 5
7:30 p.m.

Mr. Gaudet will Boo conduct an
informal afternoon session Wednesday.
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A SPECIAL orr:n
FOR SAVERS

Lioyd's Ultra Slim Calculator ata Special Price

When you deposit $100-$499 to &
new or existing regular 5% passbock
savings account

When you deposit $500-34,999 t0 a
regular 5% passbook account o to
any time savings account.

When you deposit $5,000 or more to
any time savings account.

$1295
'$795

$995

All banking offices are open 9 30-4 30 Monday through
Saturciay

MichiganNational Banks

Members FDIC

Here's a problem solver that fits any pocket
or purse. Use it to figure your income tax or
the interest on your Michigan National savings
account. The calculator features a large, 8-
digit display, four-key memory, percent, and
square-root keys. Automatic shut-off feature
protongs battery life; comes with long:life
batteries and a wallet-style case.

This special oifer good thvough Apnl 15 at difices of Mchigan
National Bank of Detrort, Mchigan Nanona! Bank-West Metro,
Mchigan Natonal Bank West Qekiand, Mchigan Nationat Bank.
Sterling, andt Mchigan Nationa! Bank-Fermington
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