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East side of basement best place to be when twister hits

An Eastem Michigan University cli-
matologist has found some new evi-
dence about southeastern Michigan
tomadoes which may change the best
plm of shelter in homes and public

Aewrdmg to George Howe, most
tonadoes which touch down in south-
eastern Michigan move from the west
or mrlhwey toward the east or south-

east, “This could be an important con-
sideration i in knnwmg where the safest
part of a building is,” he'said.

Howe notes that because 8 per cent
of the nation's tornadoes come out of
the southwest, meteorologists have
advised people in the path of a twister
1o seek shelter in that corner of their
basement or other dwelling. But

recent findings warn that the places
traditionally deeemed the safest may
be the most dangerous places to be
should a tornado hit.

“Most recent studies and evidence
indicate that the part of the bulld.mg
opposite_the direction the tornado is
ummg is the safest, Howe says. *“This
is based partly on the fact that we
mow the majority of damage is done
by winds rather than the pressure dif-
ferential; the stronges winds would be
on the ‘right-hand side’ of the tornado
track.”

Howe said 59 per cent of the tor-
nadoes which touched down in south-

-eastern Michigan between 1%51 and

1975 came out of the west or north-
west. This means that the safest place

for most state residents in this area is
the east side of the basement or lowest
floor. Elsewhere in the lower penin-
sula, the best shelter is the northeast
comner or north wall of the basement,
since tornadoes in the rest of the state
usually come out of the southwest.

Nationally, the peak months for tor-
nadoes are April and May, when
weather conditions are the most
unstable. Although mest of the state
shares similar tomado statistics, the
southeast comer is a different animal.

“The eastward and southeastward
moving tornadoes occur meost fre-
quently in June and July,” Howe says,
“so the greatest risk in southeastern
Michigan is during that two-month
period.”

June, he says, is the biggest month
for tornadoes in this region. More than
a third of the 92 tornadoes reported in
the past 25 years have touched down in
June. The others were evenly dis-
tributed from April through August.

Howe sees siren systems as
a futile attempt at protecting people
from twisters. Sirens are ineffective,
he says, because they usually cannot
warn people in time and often cannot
reach enough people in the tornado’s

““The possibility of a damnaging tor-
nado in any year or any month is
rather small for any point or small
area,” he said, “and the time avail-
able is so short once a tormado is
sighted. It's belter for people to note
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penalized when you withdraw. You can
put in and take out whenever you want,
and still that money earns interest for
each day it's on deposit.

I your average balance falls below
e a maintenance fee of
25¢ per month for each month the average  make it.
remains below $100, with a maximum
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Member FDIC

~ Wejustpeaked your inferest.

! Manufacturers Bank now offers

#% dally interest, (no other bank in town cost of 75¢ per quarterly statement.

If you're already 4 Manufacturers Bank
savings customer, be sure to stop in and
ask about daily interest. If you're not a
customer, shouldn't you

Manufacturers. We can help you

that they are in a tomado walch area
and keep an eye on weather
conditions,”

If people under a tornado watch
keep an eye on the sky, they probably
will be able to take action on their
own, he says. A tornado may be
spawned from dark storm clouds

hear a twister

hear the sound, which usually

Howe said.

PUBLIC SALE! PUBLIC SALE!

LIQUIDATORS
SALE 500 ROOMS
FURNISHINGS

WAREHOUSED AT

35240 MICHIGAN AVE.
WAYNE, MICHIGAN
SALES INFO. 729.7276
PUBLIC SALE!  PUBLIC SALE!
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1978 SCHEDULE
« duly 9.3ty 22
« July 23-Augusi §
« Bugust 6-August 19
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which develop irregular bottoms,
pouches or sags. People usually can

“The indications are that one would
have a minute or two by the time you

much like a low-flying jet airplane,”
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Camp DeSales

Wiater Spring - (419) 2435105

4 “SINCE 1933 "

WALKER & BUZENBERG.

ARE
MOVING!

Starting today we are having a
store and warehouse

MOVING CLEARANCE SALE

We do not want to move it. We want
to-sell it. It costs money to move.

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO “$AVE
MONEY” ON TOP QUALITY BRAND
NAME FURNITURE

Walker & Buzenberg 537-7020
Furniture Sales 10
20924 W. Seven Mile T g
Detroit. Michigan 1 pan. - 5 pm.

1% Miles East of Telegraph Sunday
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