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Providence versus Beaumont

FARFREERIRY)

-
2'. By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

Jhe controversy over a ty-wid

‘This is the first clear cut issue where

SO n Oakl:

efffergency medical services (EMS)
:g_(cm has evolved into a parochial
Mlitical battle rather than a tradi-
tianal squabble along party lines.
Southfield's Providence Hospital and
Rpyal Oak’s William Beaumont Hospi-
L'xé. according to Oakland County com-
nussioners and members of the Oak-
labd County Council on Emergency
Medical Services (OAKEMS), have
been involved in a fierce battle for the
daSignation as the county's EMS com-
ufdnications and medical control cen-

*There was a lot of politicking going
o Everyone got calls ahead of time.”
said Dr. Joseph L. Shirle, vice presi-

et for medical affairs at Pontiac

keneral Hospital and chairman of
OAKEMS' executive commitice.

i Counly commissioners also con-
fjrmed that a number of city councils,
including those of Southfield. Royal
2k and Troy. have been actively
@mpaigning for either Providence or
Beaumont.

+ THE COMMISSIONERS, who must
Qltimately approve any plan for
county-wide EMS services, and mem-

d County will be against

the rest of the county.’
-County Commissioner James Doyon

sory body 1o the board. agreed that the
EMS issue had broken down along
geographic lines.

“That's a sage observation.” Com-
missioner Robert Page solemnly.

This.” said Commissioner James
Doyon (R-Royal Oak. “is the first
clear cut issue where southeastern
Oakland County will be against the
rest of the county.™

“YOU CAN TELL which commis-
sioners are from which districts.” said
Dr. Merle F. Rydeski. chief of Provi-
dence’s emergency department. "“You
can tell the Southfield boys from the
Pontiac boys and the Troy boys.” he
said.

Commissioners from the Royal Oak-
Troy area have lined up almost solidly
behind Beaumont. and representatives
from the Southfield area are support-
ing Providence’s bid.

Commissioners representing parts of
the City of Southfield—Lawrence Per-
nick (D-Southfield). Alex Perinoff (D-

Southfield) and Lillian Moffit (R-
Bloomfield Township)—are all in the
Providence camp.

Pernick has been an outspoken-
Providence supporter throughout the
controversy. He has consistently
championed the Providence argument
by pointing to Providence's five-year
record of success operating an
advanced life support EMS program in
Southfield.

Mrs. Moffit. though net in the fore-
front. is considered a Providence
backer.

IT WAS Mrs. Moffit's actions sev-
eral weeks ago which threw the mat-
ter of the resource hospital into an
uproar. At a board public services
committee meeting, she revealed that
the vote which the OAKEMS execulive
council took in recommending Beau-
mont as the county’s resource hospitat
was taken on a secret ballot. This. she
said, was illegal.

Robert P. Allen. civil counsel for the

EMS politics based on geography

county, confirmed the secret ballot's
illegality.

Mrs. Moffit also pointed out that
four members the GAKEMS executive
committee were employed by hospi-
tals under consideration for the
resource hospital appointment. This.
she said. was a conflict of interest.

Mrs. Moffit also pointed out that two
other members of the executive coun-
cil may have been in conflict of inter-
est when they voted.

Pernick and Mrs. Moffit found an
unexpected atly in Commissioner
Dennis Murphy (R-Novi).

Murphy. last week in a board
finance committee meeting, led the
way in postponing any immediate
action by that committee concerning
the resource hospital appointment.
Finance committee action was needed
to accept a SISLOOO grant to help
finance the county-wide EMS system.

Other finance committee members,
inciuding James Lanni (R-Royal Oak),
Henry W. Hoot (R-Troy) and Robert
Page (R-Birmingham), ail early Beau-
mont supporters. wanted to routinely
send the Beaumont recommendation
to the full board of commissioners for
action.

Most Summer
Furniture on Sale

through April 15th
at all 3 locations!!

\./[MMIES Excellent selecton of ouldoor fumiture,
[?USHCS umbrelas. umbrella sets, zippered table

covers. umbrelia rain cavers, folding fumi-
ture and replacement cushions.
COMPLETELY CASUAL FURNITURE
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Continuing Education
nordegree courses

begin April 17 in Rochester. For a
detailed brochure, call 377-3120.
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“Transportation in America” is the first exhibit
area completed in the most ambitious renovation
project ever undertaken among the world's great

‘museums. Covenng over two acres of the
Museum’s Hall of Technalogy it embodies
the country's most complete and diversified
collection of transportation artifacts.

Included are automobiles, airplanes, bicycles,
‘motoreyrles, carriages and wagons, fire
engines, streatcars and trains. All are presented
in contemporary display techniques.
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Convenient local offices fo serve you at .

Dearborn, Michigan

| Henry Ford Muse
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_—Weekdays, 9-5; Weekends, 96 50 W. Big Beaver. Birmingham .. ........... '.645-1500 1310 Rochester Rd., Rochester. .. ......... 652-2720
”°“;iwmmmjmm callthe 99 W. Maple. Birmingham. . . . . .647-6800 2401 W. Big Beaver Rd., Troy. . .643-9600
Village Party Line—(313) 271-1976 3700 W. Maple. Birmingham. ........ ...647-1505 2699 W. Big Beaver Rd., Troy . . .643-7400

8 825 W. Long Lake. Bioomfield Hills. . . ...642-7743 940 E. Long Lake Rd., Troy. . .. .689-4550

um 25950 Middlebelt. Farmington Hills. . . ...477-2110 17230 Farmington Rd., Livonia.. . .261-7900

32920 W. Thirteen Mile, Farmington Hills. . ...855-1444 40809 Ann Arbor Rd., Plymouth Twp. . .459-8666

31040 Lahser Rd.. Birmingham (Open 1978). .. .642-4650
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