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Does mother
know best?

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKIE

Greying and 40, but not over the hill.

Nancy Vangilder, a 40-year-old West
Bloomfield resident with short, pep-
per-grey hair and three children, is in
an unusual position—student govern-
ment president at Oakland Community
College's (OCC) Orchard Ridge

‘That job traditionally goes to some-
one pretty and popular or a diehard
activist.

Mrs. Vangilder, though charming
and gracious, does not fit into the
youth culture’s definition of *pretty
and popular.” Her 19-year-old daugh-
ter. Luanne, just might.

And instead of an activist. she calls
herself a concerned taxpayer.

SHE DENIES that her tenure in
office might be better billed, **Mother
Knows Best.™

Actually. it is a product of the times.

student body ages, so do its leaders -

Nancy Vangilder:
community involvement.”
According to the college. Orchard
Ridge's average student is a female
between the ages of 26 and 28.

Other student government leaders
att across age lines. Vice-president
Tom Schuler of Farmington Hills is 19,
Secretary Mary Rockol of Detroit is
28, and Treasurer Peter Schrier of
Southfield is 24.

Road workers get
6 per cent pay hike

The Board of Oakland County Road
Commissioners and representatives of
salaried employees have signed their
first contract, with terms generally
following the same pattern as an
hourly employees’ contract signed
Jan. 8.

“We are happy to have reached
agreement with the 130 employees rep-
resented by this contract,” said John
R. Gnau Jr., chairman: William M.
Richards, vice chairman; and Fred D.
Houghten, in a statement issued
jointly.

John L. Grubba, road commission
managing director, cited these
highlights:

“Except for wages, the contrct
extends from today's signing to June
30, 1979. Wages are retroactively to
July 1, 1977 and will average more
than six per cent annually, including
quarterly cost of living adjustments.

“Salaried employees not already
paid more than the contract provides
will receive three per cent base wage
increases effective July 1, 1977 and
three per cent effective July 1, 1978,

at four per cent and longevity pay. No
employee covered by the contract will
receive less than a two per cent base
wage increase and the same cost of
living and longevity pay benefits.
*With signing of the contract. sala-
ries within the classification system
will range from $8,771 to §19.948. plus
$457 cost of living earned to date.
“Beginning July 1. 1978, salaries
within the classification system will
range from $9.078 to $§20.546, plus
accurnulated cost of living allowances
of up to $264, and will be eligible for
additional cost of living allowances of
up to $624 during the ensuing year.
“The contract covers all fulltime
salaried employees employed by the
Oakland County Road Commission,
excluding apointed officials, super-
visors, attorneys, confidential employ-
ees and temporary employees.
Employees covered by the contract
include typist clerks, receptionists,
stenographers, secretaries, key entry
opefators, rodmen, account clerks,
engineers, right of way negotiators,
environmentalists, planners, foresters,
accountants and radio

plus cost of living capped
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*‘Nobody else was involved. . not ‘Mother Knows Best’. . .greater

time to get involved in student govern-
ment. she said. **Student government
is set up so that to be involved. the stu-
dent has to be a fulltime student.”
Mrs. Vangilder said.

“That means 12 credit hours. Our
students are working after school.
They have families. They have social
obligations. For them it's really diffi-
cult Lo carry 12 hours and still devote
time to student government,” she said

AMONG THE people with the time
to devote to student government are
women like Mrs. Vangilder—the
women who are not tied down by
young children or a job.

She went back to college because
she wanted to go back to work. With
hopes of becoming a personal income

~
~

-
lege's board of trustees were making»
decisions—large decisions—without
any student opinions.

“l was at a board f(of trustees)
meeting once.” Mrs. Vangilder
recalled. “'when someone asked.lif
enough college catalogs were being-
made available to students. An admin-
istrator got up and said ‘Of Course.
kmew betier. | couldn't get a catalog.™

DESPITE THE frustration of watch-_
ing the vasl majority of Orchard
Ridge's 10.000 students remain unif-
volved. Mrs. Vangilder said the job,is
asatisfying one .

1 see the prospect of things getting'
accomplished in the future — things
that were definitely not possible when
Efirsi came here.” she said.

The ages of the 15 other student rep-
resentatives range from 17 to 28.

STUDENT GOVERNMENTS at
OCC's three other campuses and
around the country are floundering.
The activist days have long since
passed. Students in the late-1970s are
demanding jobs, not student rights.

The student government at the
Orchard Ridge campus in Farmington

Hills was floundering. too. But. under
Mrs. Vangilder. it has made some
inroads and has stirred up some stu-
dent support. But it is far from a
healthy organization.

~This is the first year that we had
more candidates in the student govern-
ment elections than positions to fill.”
Mrs. Vangilder said.

Fulltime students just don't have the

tax consultant. she took her first OCC
accounting course. She then got
involved in a student government
which was afflicted with terminal | sce students becoming more con-
apathy. sumerish. They're demanding their
ot involved because nobody else  money’s worth and they're doing it
was.” Mrs. Vangilder said. I found partially through student govern-
out that student input was welcome. ~ment.” she said.

but no on was offering it.” 1 put in a lot of hours. but it's defi-

She said administrators and the col-  nitely worth it.” she concluded.

1 see greater involvement by the
coltege in the community and greater
community involvement in the college:
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HEATING
and
COOLING -

in your house!

one-ot-a-kinds,

* Sofas * Sleepers * Loveseats
* Modular Groups * Chairs

* 2-pc. & 3-pc. sectionals. . .
Traditional and contemporary.
PLUS. . .items for every room

At our 1-Day Warehouse Sale,
you'll find a large selection of
floor
cancellations, slightly damaged,
and discontinued items.

So come on int We've set aside
a section of our huge Ferndale
Warehouse 10 use as our own
Clearance Center. It's in a secure,
easy-to-reach location with free
lighted parking for 300. cars.
Convenient indoor loading facil-
ities speed up your take-with pur-
chases and ease the
created by inclement weather.

* All items sold as shown - No
iayaways - All sales final - All
items subject to prior sale - 1/3
deposit required - All purchases
must be delivered or picked up
by April 22 < Take-with to save

ONE-DA
EVERYTHING 1/2 OFF

Saturday, April 8 (10am-5pm)
FEATURING THE LARGEST SELECTION OF
UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE EVER OFFERED AT THIS SALE!

SALE 8159

SALE $145

Traditional velvets from a
leading manufacturer

ofas
SALE $299  reg. 5599

Swivel Rockers

Chairs

reg. $319

reg. 5289

samples,
Bedding
SALE $39

Sealy and Stearns & Foster

Each piece
req. $79

All sizes

SALE $199

5-piece Tropitone umbrella set

Umbrellas from $19.99,
some damaged.

Seating by Selig
Corneg-Chair
SALE 899 " reg. $365
Armless Chair
SALE $89 reg. 3331
Ottoman

reg. $489

SALE $199

S-piece dinette sets

SALE $49 reg. $206

reg. $399

Traditional Occasional tables

Barcolounger Recliners
Wall Loungers
SALE $169 reg. $369.95
Pop-up Recliner
SALE $179 reg. $399.95

by Hekman, Thomasville,
and Hibriten.
SALE $99 — $i99
reg. $199 — $398

delivery charges
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