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Linton’s no dummy, but says her partners are

By SUSAN ROGERS

“You've got to dream—if you don’t
dream ypu never do anything.™

That’s the attitude of Muriel Linton

of Livonia, who became a

“I tried to tape a voice and have the
figure move his lips to it,” she said.
“It was hare to syncronize and it just
didn’t work.”™

She thought it was a shame she

“late in life.”

*1taught a Sunday school class, and
one day fell in love with a figure
(that's what you call a ‘dummie’) and
knew he’d be perfect for the kids." she
said. But her first attempt at the craft
was a failure. ]

wasn't a “1 thought,
“Why couldn't I do that?" ** she said.
And that was the beginning.

Miss Linton discovered the Detroit
area didn't have a teacher of ven-
triliquism. and taught herself from a
library book. **I was living in Canada
at the time and driving to work in

Warren,” she said.

1 would practice my vowel sounds
and the exercises, trying not to move
my lips.” It took her two four months
of practicing two hours a day, but
“finally one day I could do it.” she
said.

Miss Linton, who primarily per-
forms for children’s groups, gave her
first performance to a. group of four-
and five-year-olds. “A little boy was
talking o a little girl and they were
discussing how the doll talked.

*The boy told the girl that the doll
had a motor inside. and I thought to
myself, “That's it! I must be a ven-
Lriliquist.” she said.

Miss Linton speaks of her dolls as
real people. Of course they have their
own personalities,” she insists. “Let's
see, there's Candy. she’s a sweet little
girl. Andy, the boy. is full of mischief.
Sugar is a little girl who sits in a chair
and talks to Andy. She's shy. And then
there’s Granny, who has her own rock-
ing chair.”

“They all teli stories and sing,” she
added. “All except Granny. whose
voice is getting a little shakey. She
performs at mother and daughter ban-
quets a lot." she explained.

Miss Linton, who has been a Livonia
resident for a year. has performed
throughout the Detroit area. **Candy
even had a religious radio program on

Math winners

‘Winners in the 21st annual Michigan
r’:‘tlﬂmics Prize Competition
included some Farmington area high
school students. ¢

Kevin Perry, a senior at Harrison
High School, took fourth place. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Perry
Jr. of 23380 Glencreek, Farmington

Hills.
John Sinard, 16, a junier at Delrmt
D;

WBFG a few years ago,”” she said. The
dolls have also performed at the Mich-
igan State Fair. Garden City Co-op.
Suburban Nursery School and various
other schools and parties.

“When we did the story hour at Carl
Sandbuyg branch of the Livonia Public
Library. they had more than 34
youngsters, the largest group ever for
astory hour,” said Miss Linten.

For Miss Linton and the children,
the dolls are more than just entertain-
ment. “When | went back to Madonna
College to get my degree a few years
ago, they used Candy for a special pro-
gram to teach potential l;achers of
children with leammg disabilities.”
she said. “'Since il is against the law to
use real children in the simulation
films, Candy was used as a learning
disabled child. They are using ven-
triliquidm more and more now in the
treatment of children with leaming
problems, " she said.

The dolls are also useful as a teach-
ing and authority aid. “When I was at
a nursery school a while back. I told a
little boy to drink his milk.™ she said.
“He wouldn't do it. but when Candy
asked him, he drank the whole thing.”

I think the children identify with
the little characters and love them as
they would a little doll," said Miss Lin-
ton. It isn't an adult telling them
what to do. but they listen and

are announced

Henry Sinard, 363% Glenmuer, Farm-
ington Hills.

Eric Esarey, 17, a senior at Farm-
ington High School, won an honorable
mention. He is the son of Ms. Am
Esarey, 32296 Shiawassee, Farm-
ington.

Lisa Varns, 17, a senior at Farm-
ington High School, earned an honor-
able mention. She is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Ward Varns, 24081
Farmington Road, Farmmgum

‘Andy acts up more

and is always getting

his foot in his mouth. I guess he acts like the

children wish they could.’

~Muriel Linton

respond. They watch the dolls and
don't take their eyes off them.” she
said.

Miss Linton says the children like
Andy the best of all her characters.

“It's really interesting.” she said.
“They like Andy. a little $14.95 doll, as
opposed to Candy, who cost $150 and is
equipped with full movement. Andy
acts up more and is always getting his
foot in his mouth. I guess he acts like
the children wish they could.”

Miss Linton, who is also an accom.
plished oil painter, takes the time to
leach her craft to others. Among her
students is 13-year-old Lisa Witte of
Westland, whom Miss Linton claims is
“‘coming aleng real well. She’ll be per-
forming on her own in a few months,”
she says,

Miss Linton just deesn't stop dream-
ing. "My latest dream is partly hap-
pening now.” she said. *I'm about half
finished with a book of real but

. triliquist? *

humorous incidents that have hap-
pened during my performances. Other
parts of it will deal with humor in
America. [ hope I can finish it.” she
said.

Miss Linton enjoys entertaining, and
if it can be used as a learning tool. s0
much the better. *1 love children." she
says. “And | enjoy entertainment
people. It’s great to be able to share
something you love so much."

Jobs aren't always easy to come by.
“It's hard to get your foot in the door.
especially if you're a woman. But. one
job does lead to another. and I make it
OK." she said.

And how does one become 2 ven-
“Creativity is very impor-
tant, and creativity knows no age. This
business keeps me young. " she said
“Who khows? Maybe more of my
dreams will become realities,”” she
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“This business keeps me young,' says self-taught 2 Eggs
ventriliquist Muriel Linton of Livonia. She and her CANDLELIGHT DENNEUEL PLAYHOUSE $1 1 9 Bacan o Sesage Toust & daly
friends Andy (left) and Candy (right) are familiar e o) AT
faces to hundreds of youngsters from her perform-® NE|LSVMON'S l = ""‘.?,';,‘,,C,‘gsﬁ‘},"g(}’“m $269 |

pe
ances at schools and parties. (Staff photo by Bob

Woodring. ) “THE ODD COUPLE”

Gne of the Funniest Comodlu of the Connny

ERVING BEER & WINE

Proper Attire Nightly
Cover Charge Friday & Saturday

CARRYOUTS - 533-0916
26599 W. EIGHT MILE ROAD, REDFORD TWP.

Try 56’s

Channel 56 presents the 10th Annual
Great TV Auction televised from April

-15.

Bidders will have over 7,000 iterns to
choose from during the nine day sell-
athon including: an assortment of fine
wines, a catered Greek party for 150
people, Lord and Taylor gift certifi-
tates and five automobiles.

To- bid :viewers should keep‘lhes:

® Spot a desired item apd jot down
its board and item numbers.
 Grab the phone and dia! the num-
ber shown on your TV screen as
quickly as possible. It's important to
bid high and fast. The higher the bid,
‘__the greater the chances for success.
* Once you've placed your bid, keep
g and try to keep cool.

& oThe highest bid wnlI be announced
.nn the air and the highest bidder will
®receive a confirming phone call.
:Insmcﬂm\s for pick-up are given at
* the time of the call-back.
= Three Observer & Eccentric News-
¥ peper staff members will serve as
= gctioneers during the event. They
are: Walter Miller, Editor, Southfield
Eccentric; Steve Barnaby, Editor,
Farmington Observer and mch Gold,
vgsgistant copy desk supervisor,
Observer and Eccentric Newspapers.

‘ One million viewers are expected to
- % tune in 56 during the auction
3 ek, The schedule of the telecast is
@ listed as follows:
Friday, April 7.
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Twénty-one Western
s .Michigan University stu-
‘dents’ have been
announced as winners in
the school’s student art

Anne Karlsen, 3275
Congress, Farmington
| Hills, is among students
‘ ‘wb mceived master’s
o

11223111

§:Art degree awarded

degrees recently at the
University of Wisconsin-
Madison. She received a
master’s degree inart.

‘Want to buy party?

auction

Saturday, April 8 noon to 2a.m.
Sunday, April 9 .m. to 12:30 a.m.
Monday through Thursday
p-m. to 12:30 p.m.
p.m.to2a.m.
noonto2a.m.

Friday, April 14
Saturday, Aprit 15

Last year the auction raised over
$534,000 and the station hopes to sur-
pass that amount with this years goal
set at $600,000. The money raised is
used to pay for the costs of bringing
viewers Channel 56 programs.

‘Among those programs are two proj-
ects now in production which will be
aired next season ‘‘Global Papers™
and “The Shakespeare Plays.”

Directed by EDGAR
Thurs., Fri., Sal. Tionce 7 PM SHOW uo PM.
Sun. Dinner & P M SHOW 7:30 P.M. §14.95 PER PERSON
20703 W. ILE ROAD, W. of Middisbelt Rd.

(3 BLKS. EAST OF NASTER)
sun 9 AM TO

AM.TOZ AM

_J

RESERVATIONS. 477-2686

A Nancy Guiwin Production
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MONDAY ONLY - EXTRA SPECIAL DINNER
-; LOBSTER TAILS

King Crab (a1 you can eat... i

o Dinner Includes: Salm Bar — Roils & Butter F'Dla!o

[] Nightly - Muslc by “Free & Easy”

P AEVIE Show Mon, Wed, Frl. & Bat.
36071 Plymouth Road

‘Weddings. Parties and Banquet
Facilliles Available

==
REsEnvmm(s

m
281+ W

Entertanment Fuday & Salurcay

CHLICK MIDDLETON and TRIO

“Global Papers™ starts in
1978 and will run at six month inter-
vals through 1980 deals with urgent
world issues. The first edition will be
three and a half hours of programming
on the world’s impending food crisis.

Each segment will be filmed onloca-
tion throughout the world and offer
international viewpoints to Americans
bringing fresh perspectives and a
sense of immediacy to the world
crisis. complete works of William

The first season will star Michael
Yorlk, Sir John Gielgud, Derek Jacobi,
Celia Johnsofi and Laurence Naismith.
The plays filmed are “Much Ado
About Mothing," *“Romeo and Juliet™
“Richard I1,” “As You Like It, " and
“Julius Ceasar.”

The series marks the first time the
entire 36 plays have been committed
to videotape.

Artists are recognized

‘competition.

Jennifer T. DeBlock, a
senior in painting, won
the $200 executive vice-
president’s purchase

award for ther oil on
canvas. She Is the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs.

Arthur DeBlock of 25334
Lyncastle, Farmington.

2, BOUNTIFUL SALAD BAR
on. -Tues. -Wed. -Thu

[NEW YORK STRIP STEAK. Potata & Saled.
'VEAL PARMEGIANA. Side Order of Spagh
BAKERFISH Served with Potato & Cole Slaw
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““\\ec_, FISH'N CHIPS wllh Salad or Slaw...$3.50
;ac\\‘ Above includes Bread Basket
vl QCKTAIL HOURS MON. -FRI. 3-5 P.M.

T W WM W MW WV W W W W W WS

32826 FIVE MILE ROAD -EAST CF FARMINGTON RD. -425- -8330
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AN EATING ESTABLISHMENT

only, Matokes a brek from cookin' up all
those eiher I ufund dinner trects ... and she concen-
trates on bringin’ you her all-time famous...

Family Style
CHICKEN DINNER

Mlumo’wnlmfoge\w'hmu:mhylnod
- like homemada ma: mw«ubh’wn
allnmdhml)ynybcnyow!nh So this here’s your invite to (8
come out and see w3 on lays from 2 p.m. il 8 p.m.

Only $295 per person

RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED 281-5800

“The Company Store” in the ‘\(OM!‘\ Ot

30375 Plymouth Rd., ccross from the Teeroce Theatre
1010 p.fn. )

Open Mon.-Thurs, 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., Fri. & Sat. 7 a.m. fo 11 p.m., Sun. 7 a.m.

AESTAURANT AND COCKTAIL LOUNGE

NOW APPEARING
WEDNESDAY thru SATURDAY EVENINGS

“DAYRIDE”

for your easy listening and dancing pleasure
COCKTAIL HOURS 3:00 - 6:00 Reduced Prices

DAILY LUNCHEON SPECIALS  $2.25

Private Room Available For Parties or Meetings

Call for information
. ile, LIVONI
27910 W. 7 Mile, LIVONIA 531-4960

1Between Middiebelt and Inksters

ONANZR

“Atmeosphere On A Budget”

APRIL SPECIAL
PRIME RIB

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, AND SUNDAY ONLY
TUESDAY SPECIALS =
RIB EYE STEAK CHOPPED STEAK
19 09
only $219 e only S2

Texas Toast & Salad Bar - Served from 4 p.m. 'fil closing

{ LUNCHEON SPECIALS

7] CHOPPED STEAK ~_N.Y. PETITE BREADED
DINNER STRIP DINNER ~ VEAL CUTLET
i $159 $189 $159

Includss Toast, Potato, Salad

SERVED ALL DAY MONDAY - 11 -94 TUES. - SAT.

VL 220 7 A7 TR,




