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Stained glass artist links glass and psychology

By CORINNE ABATT

Does it take a degre
to make stained glass windows?

helps.

psychology

Hardly. But, stained glass artist
Mark Talaba of Birmingham thinks it

Talaba, who works almost exclusi-
vely on commission, said. "My inter-
est in psychology led me to this

because of my interest in the way
people perceive things.”

Talaba's treatment of stained glass
differs from tradition in that he makes

Mark Talaba considers himself an artist who works with light as

his medium.

many pieces to be used as wall hang-

. serving the same function as a
pamlmg or graphic. He also does non-
traditional windows, skylight and
other commissions for architects.
builders and homeowners—the more
the commission callg for problem sol-
ving and innovation, the better he likes

it.

From Talaba's viewpoint, he carries
a heavy responsnblhty because the
light from whalever piece he does will
have a direct bearing on the lives of
the people who live with it.

“It is a challenge to use materials
that people have preconceptions about
in a new and exciting way. I got into it
because 1 was taken by the power
stained glass has to fill a whole room
with color. The responsibility comes

‘It is a challenge to use
materials that people have
preconceptions about In a
new and exciting way.’

—Mark Tabala

because anything that has that much

power could wind up as something
that’s violent and nauseating.™

Talaba said he knows of one stained
glass window in Oakland County that
has a totally negative effect on the
viewer, “The colors vibrate so
strangely that while looking at it the
diaphragm begins lo go up and

wim.”

‘This illustrates a point that he
wishes to emphasize—that colors

When he makes lighting fixtures, Talaba is as much concerned
about the pattern created by the light through the glass as the shape

itself.

Bridge builders span top honors

Three Southfield-Lathrup High
School students used bridges made of
toothpicks to span ali three top honors
last Thursday at a University of
Detroit bridge-building contest.

The three students placed first, sec-
ond and third in the contest, beating

out more than 65 other area high»

school contestants.
First-place winner is senior Donald
Kirk. 18, who received $18 for his win-

ning entry. John Hurite. 16 and a soph-
omoare. took second place and the $15
prize. Senior Mike Sweeney, 17, won
third place and $10.

‘The contest was sponsored by the
student chapter of the American
Society of Civil Engineers as part of
the university's 46th annual Engineer-
ing Week. Object of the content was to
construct a bridge from toothpicks

that would hold the most weight in
relation to the weight of the bridge.

The bridge built by Kirk held 2,082
times its own weight, while Hurite’s
carried 1091 times its own weight.
Sweeney's bridge withstood 1,059
times its weight.

School officials say it is the second
time in three years that Southfield-
Lathrup students have taken all prizes
in the contest

Strength of the bridges is deter-
mined by placing each over a 10-inch
span and suspending a weight from the
center. The weight is gradually
increased until the bridge collapses.
‘Then, the weight of the bridge is com-
puted in relation to the weight it car-
ried before breaking

College students will compete in a
similar contest Thursday.

vibrate just as sound vibrates. And it
is through the acknowledgement of
this truth that he feelshe became an
artist rather than a psychologist.

1t was his sister, Linda Talaba, an
artist who shows regularly in the met-
ropolitan area, who kept telling him
that he was meant to be an artist. He
denied it for a time, but theh while still
a student at Michigan State, began to
work in glass.

He worked in Detroit with Andrew
Maglia, learning faceting and helped
Maglia on his commissions for stained
glass windows. When Maglia died.
Talaba finished all of the windows of
the Evergreen Lutheran Church.

Now. with a studio on thelower level
of 219 S. Woodward, Talaba works in a
wide variety of styles and methods,

from faceted to leaded glass, from an .

deco to_traditional and modem

ahstract--and all areas between. '
*“The first thing I consider,” he said. |

“is function. then architecture an
decor, and finally what do the peopl
want. This imposes a discipline on me'
that keeps my ego from running away
with me.

While the challenges are exciting,
is when things go right from start
finish that Talaba remembers wil
mmcular joy.

“When 1 make impossible cuts, ;
when the glass literally flies mt
1;;l‘:ce—lls like ectasy to work I|

That's what keeps Talaba in I.hls
profession which started as a sideline -
and became all-consuming.

Panel to be hung in a window has American blown Blenko glass,
European blown glass and stabs of carnelian agate.

Confidential

KIDS ON

Would you like to send your
mother to the Hyatt Regency
for a glamorous Mother’s Day
week end paid for by the

Livonia Mall merchants? What
a Mother’s Day surprise that
would be!
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Two winning mothers plus a
guest of their choice will be

Tuff- selected for the following

treats:

rustproofs used cars... N
ftwice.
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2, They will dine in the
famous La Rotisserie Room
on the evening of May 13.

3. Later they will visit the
popular db’s club and see
“Rick Nelson and the
Stone Canyon Band.”

4. Sunday morning, May 14,
all their breakfasts will be
served in bed!

5. Plus other surprises!

6. On Sunday, May 14, the
limousine will pick them up
at 1 p.m. and return them

to the Mall.
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sult. grime. and all other corrosive
elements.

May 9, 1978.

Winners will be notified by
telephone on the day of the
drawing. N 1
Maybe your mother will be the
lucky winner!
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