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Players display vitality in ‘Awake and Sing’

By GAY ZIEGER

‘The Jewish Community Center Play-
ers have a way of totally abserbing
themselves in their productions, never
missing a beat.

This synchronization and interplay
between actors-become-characters is
a delight to watch. They seem to spar
and mentaily bounce off each other as
easily and naturally as one would pull
up a chair.

They display varying levels of com-
petence and ability, but no one dis-
appoints or distracts from the total
impact. And never does the viewer
fee] that the stronger ones are car-
rying the others. Each shows under-
standing of his part and does his dar-
ndest to make it happen.

Clifford Odets’ “Awake and Sing”
had quite an impact on the audiences
of 1835, With this play and “Waiting
for Lefty,” Odets soon bore thé lofty

Performers

Artistic Director Terence Kilburn
has set the cast for “Cole,” an enter-
tainment based on the music and
lyrics of Cole Porter. which will open a
five-week run at the Meadow Brook
theatre on April 20 at 8:30 p.m. on the
campus of Oakland University, Roch-
ester.

The cast of eight singer-dancer-
actors includes Meadow Brook new-
comers Frank Root, Marianne Challis,
Henry J. Jordan, Connie Coit, Kevin
Wilson, Nancy Grahn, Richard Walker

Theater group

The Birmingham AAUW Children's
‘Theater will hold its April meeting at 1
pm., April 19 at the home of Mary
Beth Cannady. 1983 Fox River Drive.
Bloomfield Hills.

Robert J. Warsham, executive
assistant of Orchestra Hall,will speak
1o the group about the renovation of

Review

title of spokesman for the radical
movement.

WHILE HIS WORKS mainly con-
cerned first-generation Jewish and
ltalian familiers, his message was
more far-reaching. **Awake and Sing™
pits ineffectual idealism against an
even less attractive realistic capital-
ism. It is a play that makes one re-
examine one’s values.

In “‘Awake and Sing" the actors use
a ploy, perhaps written into the seript.
that Odets would have appreciated.
Without fanfare or a formal announce-
ment that the play is about to begin.
the players walk on stage, sit-down to
dinner, and eat. The audience feels it

is watching ordinary people have an
ordinary meal. Thus, private conver-
sations among the speciators slowly
fades awa

This device is in keeping with the
theater of the Thirties” desire 1o create
a union between the actors and the
audience. However, the effort to make
it the characteristic theater without
stars results in confusion. An alphabe-
tical program as opposed to an order-
of-appearance listing leads to ques-
tions about who's who an first.

Nevertheless, the puzzle begins to
fall into place and the characters
come to life.

The story centers around a nuclear
family of five—husband and wife, son
and daughter. and grandfather. Steve
Goldsmith. as the idealistic dabbler in
Marxism, gives the most convincing
performance. He has a fine ear for the
sound of the immigrant. His hand and
facial gestures were impeccable. His
style is so relaxed that one could eas-

ily believe hix hnes are spontancous.

AN EQUALLY strong rfornluncl‘
is given by Milten Roberts
slightly shadv. et ultimately Jppeal-
g boarder. Keterts™ laugh is bit
steained, bul fie combines just the

right propartienss ol toughuess and
gentleness in his interpretation of the
role..

For a short while he be
character. He l o engage
man in some ot the best on-stage ph)s-
ical strugpling ane is apt to see.

Ms. Frieduon is slightly predict-
able, but she b park and really
shines when L m\banmg someone.

ler brother, played by John Mac-
Coll, also suffers from learned man-
nerisms and stances. but he emotes
well and captures us with his dynam-
ism and fiery eyes. He plays his char-
acter sympathetically and elicits per-
haps the most feeling from the
audience. There is an aura of vulre

mes thc

announced for entertainment ‘Cole’

and returning Michele Mullen, who
appeared in Meadow Brook’s musical
productons of “The Drunkard” and
“Yankee Ingenuity.”

“Cole™ will be directed and choreo-
graphed by John Sharpe with musical
direction by Jim Hohmeyer. Bili
Meyer will be the assistant musical
director. Setting and lights will be by
Peter Hicks with costumes by Mary
Lynn Bonnell.

Opening week performances of

hears speaker

the hall.

The Children’s Theater, now in its
34th year of presenting plays for chil-
dren, welcomes new members. Any
woman in the area interested in join-
ing the organization may attend the
meeling by calling Mrs. Cannady at
338-677% or Donna Rhine-
hart,chairman, at 644-3094.

Free Wind plays Hurley’s

Rocky Seprino and his group Free
Wind are appearing through April 29
at Northfield Hilton's Hurley's.

Members are the group are Nancy
Focht, Mark Righettini and Jeff
Perry. Hits from Beorge Benson, Rita
Coolidge, Doobie Brothers, Hall and
Qates and Dave Mason are only a few

of Free Wind's repertoire, which
includes a variety of disco, ballads,
show tunes and mild rock.

Performances are 8:30 p.m.-1:30
am. Monday-Thursday and 9 p.m.-2
a.m., Friday and Saturday. The North-
field Hilton is on Crooks Road at I-75
in Troy.

or party. Call us today.
headed by Mr. Frank and

644-1400

Kingsley Inn

1HHOTEL
Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet

oversee all arrangements and details.

Wondward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

Our experienced staff,
Mr. Rino, will personally

564-5144

and telephone at each slip.

-Racquetball Courts  -Playground

The Peninsula Club
700 Marine Drive
St. Clalr, Mich. 48079

THE PENINSULA CLUB
in St. Clair, Michigan

Summer Boat Wells--Cable T.v., water, electricity

Recreation and Family Activities Available

-Game Room ~Bar-b-Oue Areas

-Tennis Courts -Showers and Dressing Rooms

-Jogging Track ip’s Store.

-Horse Shoes -Family Fun and Parties PICKY!
Call for further information: 1-329-9018 PICKY!

“Cole” are scheduled at 8:30 p.m.
Thursday and Friday, 2 and 8:30 p.m.
Saturday and 6:30 p.m. Sunday. The
following four weeks will offer per-
formances at 8:30 p.m. Tuesday-
Friday, 6 and 9:30 p.m. Saturday, 6:30
p.m. Sunday and 2 p.m. Wednesd:
‘The theater is dark Mondays. Ticke
for all performances may be pur-
chased at Hudson's or by calling the

Meadow Brook Theatere box office at
377-3300.

“Cole™ was originally scheduled to
clese May 14. Since Meadow Brook has
been playing te more than 96 per cent
of paid capacity throuchout the sea-
son, / etistic Director Jerence Kilbum
decided that the ticket demand for
“Cole™ could onlv be satisfied by add-
ing a1 fifth week to the run of the show.

bility and sensitivily about him. THE INSIDIOUSNESS of people
Helene Roberts. as the overbearing  such as the charieter she playstis Uat
mother. has probably the most  they can shriek. interfere and manipu-
demanding role and is equal to it. The  late much maore subtly. It is dis-
strain of poriraying an unattractive — (oncering that Ms Roberts™ accent
person, however, sometimes results in  borders on leing Swedish occasion

a stridancy and freneticism that could

be toned down.

How to send

news items
News releases, photo-

graphs or other informa-
tion can be

Ethel Simmons. cnler- Play
e e e | HISTORY OF
18012 or delivered to the | ROCK & ROLL
B Vi TRIVIA

:L\e{ Observer & Eccen- with

The entertainment
xies include news. fea-
tures and reviews on
music—pop.
rock, jazz, country, night
life, restaurants. special

movies.
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lege. community and o
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614-1100.
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G AND ENTERTAINMENT GUID

1O THE

WALTER MATTHAU ¢

Introductory Gift

CARRY OUTS
Phone 852-8280

Your Host: Harold Hom

Luncheons and Dinners Served
from 11 AM to 12 Midnight

‘weémne ) Z.z

if i

3350 Auburn Road

(% Mite W. of Adams Rd.j
Taste the wonders of Mandarin, Szechuan and
Cantonese Cuisine, & Exotic Cocktails

)
%

)

%

Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.10 p.m.; Fii. 11 a.m.-11 p.m
St

469 S. Woodward, Birmingham

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

« Luncheons * Dinners * Carry Out Orders

Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 doys-a week

af. 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 1210 p.m.

644-2913

EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

presents

PICKY!

food of a great restaurant

“PERFECTION™
The Detroit News

Neil Simons

Thursday & Friday
Evenings at 7:00 p.m.

Featuring Prime Rib Dinner

b
&

19701 W. 12 Mile Road
(Just east of Evergreen)

OF BOTH WORLDS

The excitament of live theater and the

Come and enjoy dinner theater at its finest

“TOP.NOTCH™
The Eceentric

“PLAZA SUITE”

The Sussex House

$16 per person
Reservations: 559-3377

Sussex House

of Humor
with

[ e

Dramatic Aris Eastem Michigan

and Scholars in Residence

Saturdzy, April 22, 1976
8P.M.

Pe~e Auditorium

$10.00 (€ 2rat Public
$6.00 (Student)”

Tickets are available at the EMU
McKenny Union Lobby Shop or by mail
Send check or
money order payable to Eastern Mich-
igan University with a self-addressed,
stamped envelope to Office of Campus
Life, Eastern Michigan University, Ypsi-

until April 15, 1978.

lanti, Michigan 48197.

An Evening

Pat Paulsen

roceeds 10 the Artists-in-Residence
Program Department of Speech and

University to Support Performing Artists

Tickets—$25.00 (Fri «1d of the Tnea\nca\ Arts)*

“Deket donabon 15 ax deductle

SNEEKER’S
PREVIEW

sneak up, sneak in
sneak around, but don't sneak out
stay and have some fun, frolic and food

Sneeker's offers you the best in sumpticus culinary
delghts, marvelous martini’s, super suds, ltve
entertainment and an altogether get down good time
easy histening music « live mghtly » Wed through Sur.

SNEEKER'S previews “the menu”

HOT POT
Clam Chowder ¢ House Specialty
Chili * sour cream = onions.

SALAD PATCH

Spinach Salad * bacon « mushrooms: +
egg * sweet & sour dressing

Greek Salad ¢ feta cheese
& all the Greek stuif

THE WORKS

Quiche Lorraine

Lamb Kabob with nce plla(
Jumbo Fried Gulf Shamp
New York Strp Steak.
Spaghett .

‘WICH AND BREW

Sneeke 's Super Burger.

Pastra.n * swiss cheese © slaw *
russiandressing. .. . ... .

Baked Virgima Ham « lurkey .
swiss cheese * slaw « dressing.

Stacked Corned Beet * onion roll

LIP SMACKERS
New York Cheese Cake * strawberries
Black Forest Torte. .

And lots more of the Good Stuft
Monday through Friday 5:00 p.m. till 2:00 a.m.
Saturd. ; and Sunday  1:00 p.m. till 2:00 a.m.

Sneekers Banquet Facihues

Located off Walnut Lake Rd. on Drake Rd.
just 2-1/2 miles wast of Orchard Lk. Rd.
262
Walk softly ax\d éarry a big sneeker
Little Sneokers Wul-:ome

— Mo
— || GOMA
|




