Prep softball preview

Mercy softballers boast ‘winning experience’

By TOM BAER

Farmington Our Lady of Mercy's
softball team has a tough act to follow.

Last year, Mercy coach Linda Bar-
ber produced one of the area's
stronger softball clubs. The Marlins
compiled a 16-3 overall record, fin-
ished second behind Redford Bishop
Borgess in the Catholic League, and
won a Class A district tournament
before finally losing to Borgess in the

lonal.

But Mercy has eight girls back from
that team, so Barber could have the
makings of another winner this spring.

“I'd say we look pretty good,” said

Michelle Thorstad pitches during a practice at Farmington High.

(Staff photos by Harry Mauthe)

se team opens its season
on Monday (Apnl 17) at Harper Woods
Regina. ““Our starters have lots of
experience, and it’s been mostly win-
ning experience.”

Mercy's returning seniors include
infielder Suzanne Brown, catcher
Janet Cizneros, and outfielders Diane
Dietz, Debbie Vargovick and Lynn
Loesche. Junior infielders Vicki Ver-
meesch and Diane Jones have expe-
rience from last season, as does soph-
omore pitcher Margie Kueber.
Gretchen Larges, another junior, was
the reserve team's top pitcher last

season.
“Our pitcher will be good, although

probably not outstanding,” Barber
said. “I think our defense should be
our strong point. We have four solid
infielders, and our outfielders have
been looking good, too.”

Mercy lacks a softball field at the
school. The Marlins play their home
games at Farmington Gty Park No. 1,
Power and Shiawassee,

FARMINGTON HARRISON'S soft-
ball team didn't have much to cheer
about last season. Coach Saundra
Rivers' Hawks finished last in the
‘Western Six League with a 28 record
to go with a 3-15 overall mark.

But Rivers, a physical education
teacher at Fannmgton 's Wamer Jun-
ior High, is optimistic about Harri-
son’s chances this season.

“It looks pretty good this year,"” she
said. “Hopefully, there'll be a turn#
about. Defensively, we're looking
great. We could have the best infield
in the area. . .certainly the best the
school’s ever had.”

Three key seniors are third baseman
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Nancy Bowden, who batted over .500
last year; first baseman Laura
Amoldy and catcher Judy Keck. Jun-
ior Helen Laskaris and sophomore
Linda Bache have been looking good in
the outfield.

Rivers’ top three pitchers are sen-
iors Vivian Jorensen and Barb Erick-
son and junior Lori Webb. “We may
have a problem with pitching,” Rivers
said. “We have mare speed than last
year. I just hope they can develop
some control to go withit.”

Harrison plays on Wednesday (April
19) at Plymouth Canton.

AT FARMINGTON HIGH, coach
Vestus Spindler hopes he can cash in
on last season’s youngsters. Farm-
ington satrted six sophomores last sea-
son, and the team went 4-10-1 overall
and 2-10 in the Inter Lakes League.

Outfielders Wendy Dierkes ana
Michelle Goyette batted .30 and .350,
respectively. Pitcher-outfielder Liz
Merrell and first baseman Key Deeg
also have plenty of experience.

“We should have a fairly representa-

Frarmington Observer

SPORTS

May 15—at Livonts. Churchil

Falcon trackmen win

Farmington High, with Harold
Rutila winning two events, scored 65
points to win a tri meet with Southfield
High (58) and Northville (44) last
week on the Falcons’ track.

Rutila, a senior, posted firsts in the
two-mile run (10:034) and the mile
run (4:35.2). Teammate Martin
Schwartz won the 100-yard dash in
:10.7. Farmington also won the high
jump with Rick McKibben goint 6-feet-
2, and the pole vault with Jim
Brancheau making 12 feet.

Southfield’s Dave Walmroth won the
shot put (54-8) and the discus (162-8).
Ken Raby of Southfield took the 120-
yard high hurdles in :15.5.

In another area boys' track meet
last week, Waterford Mott bested
North Farmington, 9266, at Mott.
North has a 1-1 record.

North won six of the 16 events. Jeff
Cohen, a junior, was a double winner,
taking the 100 dash in :10.4 and the 220
dash in :23.1. Other North winners:
Rich Burrell (:42.3 in the 330 low hur-

Mercy sets record

Farmington Our Lady of Mercy got
a record-setting performance from its
two-mile relay, and ended up with 12
points in the Spartan Realys April 8 at
Michigan State University’s Jenison
Fieldhouse. Mercy finished sixth in the
91-team field.

Merey's two-mile crew (Michele
Collins, Vickie Salloum, Sve Heinlen
and Lynn Yadach) logged a meet-
record 10:07.7, two seconds faster than
the previous record set by Redford
Bishop Borgess in 1976.

“1 just loved that perfomlance.
said Mercy coach Bob Kirkland. "I
knew we had a good chance to take
first and maybe even to get the
record. But the kids ran even better
than I thought they would.”

Mercy's mile relay (Collins, Sal-
loum, Julie Basford and Lynn Yadach)
finished fifth in 4:22.5.

“We got the psychological goal we

set out for — we came in ahead of
Bishop Borgess,” Kirkland said. “Bor-
gess won the Spartan Relays last year.
This year we best them by one point.
It's the first hmewemnsay we beat
Borgess in anythi

In a girls’ track dual meet last week,
Farmington Harrison defeated Water-
ford Kettering, 8749,

Harrison won 10 of the 14 events.
Terri Duckett and Ruth Grabowski
each won two individual events. Duck-
ett took the 110-yard hurdles (:18.6)
and the high jump (me), and Gra-

on the 440-yard dash (:65.0)
and !he 220-yard dash (:28.6).

land runs at Farmington High, and
Mercy entertains Harper Woods
Regina at Royal Qak Shrine. All meets
begin at 4 p.m.

dles), Art Doran (:157 in the 120 high
hurdles), Mark Biehl (1278 in the
discus), and the mile relay (3:43.0 by
Greg Rapp, Jeff Lasich, Jamie Both-
well and Karl Hamina).

Matt Barnard of Mott won two indi-
vidual events, the 880 nm (2:05.8) and
the mile run (4:41.1).

Earlier last week, North Farm-
ington defeated Walled Lake Western,
100%-57%. Biehl, throwing the discus
for the first time ever, logged a toss of
1418 — and smashed the school
record by 20 feet. Cohen won the 100
{:10.1) and the 220 (:24.0).

FARMINGTON HARRISON opened
its outdoor season last week with an
8163 logs to Waterford Kettering.

Harrison hurdler Jim Stojek won a
pair, gumg :41.3 in the 330 highs, and
logging a in the 120 lows. Harri-
son's Mo-yard relay (Tom Reynolds,
Mike Schwab, Mark Worsley and
Steve Statfield) won in :48.4.

Worsley won the long jump with a
leap of 19-%, Cliff Norton topped the
pole vault at 10 feet, and Charlie
Rugexs ‘won the mile nin with a time

51.0.

An three Farmington teams are
active on Tuesday (April 18). North
Farmington runs at Plymouth Canlon,
Harrison runs at Bi
holm, and Farmington runs at Lwoma
Churchill. All meets begin at 4 p.m.

Meet results —
see page 2
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tive team as opposed to last year when
everybody was learmning the game,”
said Spindler, who teaches English
and drama at Farmington.

“From our practices, I'd say that
our outfield and infield will be strong.
We still have a question mark with the
pllchmg Several girls are vieing for

the spots.

Farmington has a game at Walled
Lake Western on Tuesday.

North Farmington coach Dave Fin-
ney doesn’t like to talk about last
year’s softball record, but that's
understandable. The Raiders, playing

(FiC

in their inaugural season, failed to win
a game in 15 outings.

“We had the type of record that
nobody likes to have,” said Finney, a
history teacher at North. “We can only
fook up.*

Carol Flessa, a serior outfielder.
"should be a North starter. Ann Rade-
wig, a junior pitcher-outfielder, and
suphomnre infielders Doreen Gundle
hand Cathy Kirkendall have been look-
‘mg good, according to the coach.

“T have a few weak spots,” Finney
said. “1 still haven't decided on a

catcher, and that's a pretty important
position."”

Fannmglons wgndy Dlerks connects in front of catcher Sue Sever aud coach Vestus Spindler

N. Farmington batters tee off

Jeff Thomas pitched a two-hitter,
and John Crotty clouted a grand-slam
homer to pace North Farmington's 19-
0 victory over Highland Park last
Thursday in the season opener for
coach Jerry Maxwell’s Raiders.

Thomas, a senior righthander, went
all the way, striking cut 13 and walk-
ing two. Noi 12 hits. In
addition to Crotty’s third-inning grand-
slam, the Raiders got a three-run
homer and a double from Dan Gasser
and a homer and a double from Jim
Minhinnett. Barry Balbes knocked in
three runs with a single.

QAE

Highland Park was charged with
seven errors.

North plays next on Monday (April
17) at Garden City East. The North-

Suburban Lesgue contest begins
uupm

HARRISON — W. BLOOMFIELD

Coach John Herrington's Farm.
ington Harrison club also opened its
season on a successful note, takinga 9-
3 decision from West Bloomfield last
Thursday.

Brett Homovec, an outstanding pass-
ing quarterback on the school's foot-
ball team, was the winning pitcher. He
worked six innings, allowing six hits,
farming nine and walking none. Steve
Zerlo pitched an ining of relief.

Al Goniwich doubled in two runs for
Harrison, and teammate Win Dahm
kmocked in two nms with two hits and
scored a pair of nms,

Harrison plays next on Wednesday
(April 18) at home against Plymouth
The Western Six League con-

test starts at 4 pm.

Whatd Hollywood

got over the

WRIFE
Morning Show?

AllStar Cast?

We've Got Top Box
Office Attractions As

Guests!

Mel Brooks
Bette Midler
Mark Hammill
Steve Martin
Leonard Nimoy
Martin Mull

Players?
Nobody's
Type-cast On
Qur Station!

Richard Stellar—who
sells plots of fand in

outer space...

Arlene Mature—who broke
the world's record for egg

balancing..
Country Bitl White—
trying to break the

Guinness Book of Re-
cords mark for being

buried alive the longest.\__' i 3

Nostalgic
Favorites?
We've Got 'em!
Soupy Sales

Milky the Clown
Captain Jolly

were on?)
Johnny Gin

who's

Tony Dow & Jerry Mathers
(remember the show they

Listed to the left are just a
few of the guests youve
missed if you haven't been
Irsiemng to the WRIF Morn-

ing Show. Morning Man.
MIKE COLLINS. talks to
some of the biggest names
in the entertainment world.
as well as the most interest-
ing and ofi-the-wall guests
anywhere. Hollywood. eat
your heart out!

10?
Music:
WRIF plays Detroit's best
music—the kind that
doesn't shake you out of
your bed or lull you back
into it!
Sex?
We've Got Both of 'em!
Whenever and wherever
it's happening, WRIF's
Morning Man, MIK|
COLLINS, Is talking fo the
people who make it happen

™
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very morning from 6 to 10.
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