Says U.S. ignored intelligence reports

Ex-agent defies CIA, tells of Viet withdrawaf

By SHIRLEE IDEN

There’s a *'gone with the wind" syn-
drome at work in the United States
that Frank Snepp doesn't like at all.

“When it comes to Vietnam, we'd:

like to think it happened 100 years
2g0,” he said in a Southfield interview.

*“The problem with that is, if we do
forget, we might do it again. We
almost did in Angola and I believe
we'd be deeply involved there, today if
it weren't for the lessons of Vietnam.™

For Snepp, an ex-CIA agent, the
atthor of a book on the American
evacuation of Saigon called “Decent
Interval™ and the subject of a long
interview in the May issue of Pen-
thouse magazine, his own experience
there and subsequent events have
made it impossible to forget.

Atrim, youthful man, neatly dressed
in a dark brown suit and striped shirt.
Snepp told how he served almost five
years in Vietnam as an officer of the
Central Intelligence Agency. He was
the agency's chief strategic analyst in
the Saigon section. Following his two
tours there, the CIA gave him the
Medal of Merit for his performance.

He was born in Charlotte, N.C., son
of a former Marine who is now a supe-
rior court judge. He worked in radio
and on newspapers ard was graduated
from Columbia Universily. He eamed
a master's degree in international
relations there.

“WHEN I was about to graduate in
1968, one of my professors recruited
me for the CIA,” he said. “'I hadn't
known he was an agent but he'd been
watching me. One of the reasons he
gave for joining was to avoid the
draft.”

Snepp thus joined the CIA to avoid
going to Vietnam and ended by serving
almost five years there. He was in Sai-
gon when the end came on April 29,
1975 and he was one of the last Ameri-
cans to leave.

1 was hauled off the roof of the
embassy onto a helicopter and shot at
all the way up,” he recalled.

Snepp said the government, particu-
larly Henry Kissinger, had “‘impec-
cable intelligence” that the commun-
ists would move into Saigon in force
and there would be no negotiated set-
tlement.

““Yet Kissinger and the government
tuned their backs on that intelligence
and it was tragic. They forgot to plan
for the evacuation of our friends and

government never admits this,” he
said.

MANY OF those who were not saved
were people Snepp kmew well. And
even today he explains: “Over 100,000
boat people are afloat on the ocean
trying to find a country to take them in
or crammed into hellholes called ‘refu-
gee camps’ in Thailand. » Congress
should liberalize the immigration
restrictions.”

has just

‘More than 100,000 boat people are afioat
on the ocean trying to find a country to take
them in or crammed into hellholes called ‘ref-
uge camps’ in Thailand.’

—Frank Snepp, ex-CIA agent

the legal moves against him is that the

He said the
made a statement which he endorses
which will admit 25,000 boat people
and other refugees into this country
each year.

““‘We owe them this and they should
be helped, he said.

The anguish of the evacuation and
its tragic overtones moved Snepp to
write “Decent Interval” but other
incidents following compel.lpd him to
write it. N

He believes these incidents added up
to a concerted, calculated cover-up of
the true facts of the evacuation. He
said he saw top ranking CIA officials
begin to leak their own versions of the

lout.

Six months after he returned to this
country, in January 1976, Snepp
resigned from the CIA. He had decided
to become a whistle blower.

The writing and emergence of
“Decent Interval" (published in
November 1977) were as secretive as
any CIA undertaking. The publishers
(Random House) went to great efforts
to insure no leaks; there was no
advance publicity and book reviewers
got their copies about the same time
the CIA bought its copies.

SNEPP’S publisher moved secretly
with the book because they had been
burmed before. They dealt with the
CIA when publishing Victor- March-
etti's book “The CIA and the Cult of
Intelligence.” The agency managed to
delay its publication for more than two
years and imposed its right to alter the
text. Legal costs alone were nearly
$150.000 to Random House.

‘The secrecy surrounding the evolu-
tion of Snepp’s book is the only secret
thing about it, he says.

I didn't reveal any classified infor-
mation and I haven't been accused of
this,” he said.

Nevertheless, he is accused of
breach of contract with the Justice
Department which has filed suit
against him. Random House has been

the 1 taking became a
free-for-all.”” he said.

Snepp estimates that 30,000 Vietnam-
ese had been trained by U.S. agencies
including the CIA and they were just
cut off and massacred by the incoming
communist armies.

“Some young embassy officers and
others mounted their own evacuation
using cargo planes and they got thou-
sands of people out,” he said. **130,000
were f{inally evacuated but the
embassy was only responsible for
about half of those saved. The US.

Snepp is accused of having breached
the secrecy agreement that every
agent signs upon joining the CIA.

“When 1 resolved to write my book,
I decided not to clear it with the
agency. I felt the CIA had forefeited
their right to review it.” he said.
“There aren’t any secrets in it and 1
went through channels while still a
member of the CIA. I wanted to do an
after-action report, but it was
squelched.”

‘Snepp said the most ominous part of

wants to charge him with
abreach of fiduciary obligation.

“This is & common law concept of
the obligation of a servant to his mas-
ter,” he said.

“IF I LOSE, then any employee of a

bureaucracy could be bludgeoned with
this sort of ruling. Every government
employee who ever writes a book

“If they win, I would be restrained
from writing anything, ever. They got
an injunction on Marchetti and he's
still under it. He can't write poetry,
novels or anything without checking
with the CIA. Of course, Marchetti did
leak dclassified information in his
book.™

Additionally, -Snepp charges the
secrecy standards of the intelligence
community are being applied selecti-
vely. Other agents who have written

could be charged. haven't been bothered either, because
“It's an i ibly broad-guaged they were i 'y, only mildly
assault on the First Amendment.” critical or influential.

He added that the government is
also suing to get all the profits from

“John Haldeman unquestjonably
leaked information in ‘The Ends of
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his book and a yet undecided amount  Power' especially when he talks aboul’ 3
of punitive damages. conflicts between the Russians and {

Chinese and no one’s suing him,” he
said. **His profits have been massive.
Snepp charges that part of his prob-
lem is the personality of Stansfield
Tummer, the former admiral who is the
current head of the CIA. :
“Just yesterday in this city, Turner. .
persisted in saying I'm a dishonorable
man,” Snepp said. !
Snepp said Turner fired about 212
employees who he called “surplus”
last fall and intends to fire 400 more.

“The clandestine services indeed -
are bloated,” Snepp said. "'And they're *
going after me because my book came
out just as the firings came on.”

12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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A limited number of year ‘round Family memberships

at the exclusive...

POTOMAC CLUB
of

WEST BLOOMFIELD

A few minutes thought about recreation now could save you and your
family disappointment later. The present opening of our membership
roll affords you the opportunity to swim year 'round. That's because
we have two heated swimming pools — a large indoor pool (790 sq.
feet), and an olympic-sized outdoor pool (4950 sq. feet).

Limited Number Of Memberships Available

OPEN HOUSE
Sun. April 23

POTOMAC
CLUB

6200 Farmington Road, N. Of Maple Road

For Information
Please Call

661-0550

METRO BANK
SPRING CAR LOAN SPECIAL

loan rate for the financing of new 1978 automobiles.

o

prveeeem EXAMPLE ;
a0 | 12 | 24 | 36 | a8 ;
ANNUAL
PERCENTAGE 8.21 8.41 9.31 11.83

RATE

These rates are effective only until April 30, 1978 and may be with-
drawn by the bank without prior notice. They apply only to the
financing of the new 1978 automobiles and are subject to a 25%

down payment and bank credit approval.
> swedz \

£
200 to get Exact Payments & Cost
. on Your Deal
Metro Bank also finances Used Cars, Commercial Vehicles, and Recreational Vehicles
at slmilar low Bank Rates.
LOW INTEREST RATES - ONE MORE GOOD REASON
TO BANK WITH METRO BANK.

METROPOLITAN NATIONAL BANK

OF ‘FARMINGTON
FARMINGTON'S ONLY COMMUNITY BANK
Locally owned - Locally Managed - Locally Staffed

Fanmington Hills Office

27500 Farmington Road Telephone 553-4200

Fammington Office

MEMBER-FEDERAL DEPQSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

.




