Lobbying disclosure'passes House

Here’s how area members of Con-
gress were recorded on major roll call
votes April 14 through 20.

HOUSE

LOBBYING—Adopted, 245 for and
161 against, an amendment requiring
the public reporting of so-called
“grass rools” lobbying by special
interests. It was attached to HR84H, a
bill providing the first overhaul of the
federal lobby-disclosure law in 32
years. The bill was headed for final
passage and Senate consideration.

‘The amendment concerns itself with
lobbying techniques such as mass-
mailings which solicit large numbers
of citizens to generate pressure on
members of . Such grass-
roots efforts are to be distinguished
from lobbying in which a paid profes-
sional makes direct contact with a
member in an attempt to influence
legislation.

‘The amendment required, in part,
that lobbyist organizations publicly
report mass-mailings to at least 500
people and ads costing more than $500.

Rep. Walter Flowers, (D-Ala.), a
supporter, said: “This would require
Common Cause to report more. It
‘would require the Nader organization
to report more. It would require the
Chamber of Commerce to report
more. It cuts evenly for everybody.”

Rep. Robert McClory, (R-IL), an
opponent, said the amendment would
discourage commumication between
constituent and congressman and

lore *‘hits at the very roots of our
constituional right to petition the
government.” |

Members voting “‘yea" favored the

ent.

Reps. William Ford, (D-Taylor),
William Brodhead, (D-Detroit), and
James Blanchard (D-PI. Ridge), voted
ea

Reps. David Bonior (D-Mt. Cle-
mens), William Broomfield (R-Bir-
mingham), and Carl Purseli (R-
Plymouth), voted “nay.”

Roll
° Cal

‘INTELLECTUAL WELFARE'—
Rejected, 174 for and 229 against, an
amendment to reduce by $6 million
(from $158 to $152 million) the money
the National Science Foundation will
award in fiscal 1979 grants for
research in the social, behavioral and
biological sciences. Rather than
attacking specific research projects,
the amendment was touted by spon-
sors as a protest against what they
called frivolous and expensive govern-
ment-sponsored research. The bill
(HR 11400) was later passed and sent
to the Senate.

Rep. John Ashbrook, (R-Ohio), the
sponsor, cited grant titles such as
“Social Behavior of Prairie Dogs™ and
“The Socio-Sexual Behavior of the
Dabbling African Black Duck.” He
said Congress should appropriate
maney for “‘good basdic research” but
“strike a blow for common sense by
sending a message to NSF that it is
time to stop awarding federal research
funds for ‘intellectual welfare.”"

Rep. Tom Harkin, (D-lowa), an
opponent, said: “So, these are funny-
sounding titles, but the. . .information
we have gained from the studies has
increased by a thousandfold our under-
standing of what is ing in

Pursell did not vote.
SENATE

PANAMA CANAL—Conserted, 68
for and 32 against, to the treaty turn-
ing over the Panama Canal to Panama
on Dec. 31, 1999.

Sen. Donald Riegle (D), voted
“yea."

Sen. Robert Griffin (R), voted
“nay."

AIRLINE COMPETITION—
Adopted, 69 for and 23 against, an
amendment shifting the burden of
proof in Civil Aeronamtics Board
(CAB) proceedings on new airline
routes applications. Presently, an
applicant airline must demonstrate
why it should be granted a new intra-
city route. Under this amendment,
competing airlines and other oppo-
nents of the application are required to
show why it should not be granted. It
was attached to S 2493, a bill liber-
alizing CAB procedures to promote
mare competition among commercial
airlines {see vote below).

Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.),
sponsor of the amendment, said:
“Competition in the airline industry

should be encouraged, not encum-
bered. Competitor-entrants into mar-
kets should not be put in the position of
having to support a costly and labori-
ous justification of a competitive
service.”

Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), an
opponent, said that “in the name of
competition and free enterprise” the
amendment would harm small com-
runities and less populous states,
which often lack the resources needed
to get a fair shake out of CAB regu-
latory proceedings.

Senators voting “yea" favored the
amendment

Riegle voted “yea.”

Griffin voted “nay.” |

AIRLINE DE-REGULATION—
Passed, 83 for and nine against, a bill
(S 2493) providing the first reform of
federal regulations of the airlines in 40
years. The bill, sent to the House,
would diminish the authority of the
Civil Aeronautics Board and stimulate
free-market competition among air-
lines.

Irish discuss

human rights

Detroit's metropolitan chapter of the
Trish National Caucus will hold a
human rights conference from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Saturday. s

1t is open to the public.

The conference will be held in
Detroit's Intemational Brotherhood of
Electric Workers hall. 1358 Abbott
Street.

The Irish National Caucus includes
17 Irish-American societies in south-
eastern Michigan.
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Floor Sample
Sale.

Thurs. Fri. & Sat. Only

Save on name brand luggage,
brief cases, attaches, wallets,
handbags and gift items. April
27, 28 & 29.

Shop early for best selection.

LUGGAGE & LEATHER GOODS
152 N. Woodward, Birmingham ® 646-8088

Open Friday "til 9 p.m.
Open Thursday this week only “til 9 p.m.

human nature.”

Members voting “yea” favored the
amendment.

Broomfield voted *‘yea.”

Bonior, Ford, Brodhead and Blan-
chard voted “nay.”

Signs to make roads safer

In an effort to increase motorists”
safety along the 1.481 miles of county
urban area roads. the Oakland County
Road Commission is seeking federal
funds for a two-year $247.600 sign
upgrading project.

John R. Gnau Jr., chairman of the
road commission, announced prelimi-
nary approval has been received for 70
per cent funding by the federal aid
urban systems program for new, mod-
ern, uniform signing.

~Examples _: the type of projects
we'll be undertaking are new railroad
crossing signs at 278 locations and new
lane transition signs at 263 locations.
Improved signing at such high risk
points along the roadway should help
reduce accidents,™ he said.

“We consider projects of this type a
top priority in our risk management
program. considering that the area

involved represents 60.5 per cent of
our 2,448 miles of county roads and is
the area with the greatest volume of
traffice per mile.” he said.

“We have declared an all-out war on
highway carnage. which claimed the
lives of 800 persons and caused 85.000
personal injuries in our county in the
past five years. Projects such as
upgraded signing can go a long way.
we feel, toward reducing this awful
toll.

Gnau said the urban area of Oakland
County includes all of southeastern
Oakland County and extends out to
include Novi, Walled Lake. Wixom.
Wolverine Lake, eastern Commerce
Township, Union Lake area, Water-
ford Township, the Clarkston area,
Pontiac, the M-24 corridor through
Lake Orion and Oxford, and Rochester
and Avon Township.
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Cordially invites you
0 a
CAREER NIGHT!
WHEN: Thursday, May

4th 8 PM

WHERE: Earl Keim
Realty Training
Center 27244
Southfield Road
(Just north of
11 Mile)

To find out if you

qualify for a

career in real

estate.

HOW:  Just can and
reserve & seat
because space
is fimited.

559-5450 or 557-7230
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Severe weather and a long coal strike
forced Detroit Edison to turn to supple-
mentary fuels and power sources to
maintain uninterrupted electric service
during January, February and March.

If coal had run out. many people
might have been put out of work, as in
some other states. And a lot of people
‘would have been without electricity ¥
during rotating blackouts.

It cost about
50 million
extra dollars
to keep the
power in

-hands.

your
Here’s why:

The total cost: about 50 million
extra dollars for January, February
and March.

The result: higher electric bills in
April, May and June.

Not one ¢ent of the increase pays
for other costs of providing clectricit
Not one ¢ent goes into Detroit Edison’s
profits.

When considering the alternatives,

ight up your home .

Post lantern of solid brass blends beauty with prac-
ticality. The proud eagle is reminiscent of an earlier
America. Lantern identifies your home and welcomes
your guests. 24-inches high; 13-inches wide. Priced at
$68.80.

Chandblier Ce

«..you'll see us in a better light

BIRMINGHAM...6580 TELEGRAPH AT MAPLE..BLOOMFIELD PLAZA
ROCHESTER...435 MAIN STREET AT UNIVERSITY
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But here in southeastern Michigan,
Detroit Edison and the Michigan
Public Service Commission
felt the higher cost of providing
continued electric power to kecp
factories running and people at work
was worth it.

So Detroit Edison stretched coal
supplies by burning additional amounts
of natural gas and oil —which cost more
than twice as much as coal. Detroit
Edison had to purchase extra electric
power from Canadian sources, as well.

Detroit Edison hopes you agree that
higher electric bills are a reasonable
price to pay to have kept the power in
your hands

Remember, you can continue to limit
the size of your electric bill by using
energy wisely.

Delroif
- Edison




