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Getting it together

Stereotyping turns wives into golf widows:

With the sunshine and flowers of
summer comes a seasonal tragedy:
the golf widow. Mumbling a sleepy
“Have a nice time, dear,” she watches
her once-devoted love-partner racing
me&mday morming dawn to his tee-

And as she pulls the covers towards
her chin she feels a twinge of lone-
liness. A nagging little ache asks:
When was the last time he showed that
much enthusiasm about doing some-
thing with me?

But the answer is too painful; and so
it gets buried beneath duties and dis-
tractions. The loneliness gets pushed
aside by rationalizations: It's the only
real relaxation he gets, or, it's good
for couples to enjoy separate interests.

1t’s worth a little solace that the golf
widow is joined in her summer separa-
tion by her cohorts, the sailing widow
and the fishing widow. And it should
be observed that the shoe is often on
the foot of the other sex. too. Sumer-
time also strikes its separating blow to
the garden widower and the husband
of the sun-worshipper.

ADMITTEDLY, these seasonal phe-
nomena don’t sowmd so-tragic. But
that's because they are so common
that we have just come to accept them
as the norm. To question them feels
like an attack on apple pie. ”

The separation of the sexes by sum-
mer sports and hobbies seems natural
and inevitable—until you see the
exception to the rule: that umusual
couple that actually shares summer
interests. They golf together. They
garden together. They fish together.

And even the inveterate sexual sepa-
ratist looks at them with a spark of
envy. For, not only are they recrea-
tional partners, they are team-mates,
competitors, fishing buddies, best
friends, and allies. They relax together
and they sweat together. They play

-together and make memories

together.
‘They are lovers and pals Havmg fun

ire. 400,
for mugh mah: $patt. ;They are into
soft, arty, peopleme(ﬁd activities,
not athletic events that'mess up your
hair-do and break your gzils.

And men? They're-too physical and
obtuse to care abowt .flowers and
romantic picnies nd long talks about
feelings. He’d mu:h rather hike a
mountain than paint it. She'd prefer to
read by a stream, not.cande it.

So there’s no wonderthat these dif-

ferent types of people gu their sepa-
rate ways when the suncames out.
. But, for me, it's not that simple. I've
seen too many exceptions to these sex-
ual stereotypes to believe that they are
natural or necessary. In fact, I believe
the opposite, that the innate interests
and abilities of men and women are
completely compatible.

The real obslads to being a true
buddy with your spouse are your
mﬂemhle sexual stereo!yp& roles,
in

adds to their love
their love adds to their fun.

BUT THE SAD PART is that such
marriages are so rare.

Why? Ask any Frenchman. Hell
explain that boys and girls are differ-

phys.que and cul[um] backg'mlmd can
be easily overcome by good friends of
any sex.

Unchallenged prejudices and rigid
social rituals are the real culprits
here.

Storytellers take awards

Four area women garnered awards
for their art of storytelling in the
annual competition conducted by the
Detroit Story League.

The winners were Violet Alischuler
of Farmington: Barbara Brown and
Donna Teichman. both of Redford:
and Louisa Butler of Detroit.

The women told their winning sto-
ries and given awards during the April
meeting, when the chapter hosted
members of the Cleveland Story
League in the Farmington home of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kroepel.

All members of the league are on
call to local groups with a repertoire
which includes stories suitable for ali
ages. Summer bookings are being
taken now by the Story Bureau.
chaired by Mrs. Teichman. She can be
contacted by writing to her at 26760
Lyndon, Redford 48239.

The League's May calendar begins
when three members—Ms. Altschuler,
Mrs. Kropel, and Roberta Bullough of

Livonia—will head up a workshop at
Schoolcraft College’s Young Author’s
Conference May 1.

League members will travel May 6
to be part of the Ohio Federation of
Story Leagues' meeting. The group is
the only one invited from outside of
Chio.

Members also will serve as advisors
for Young Author’s Day, May 12, in
Saline Michigan Schools.

Another honor came with an
invitation to participate in a program
scheduled by the Sylvia Burden Story
League, in Saginaw, in mid-May.

Ms. Bullough will represent story-
tellers, May 2223, when the Wayne
County Intermediate School District
holds its inner-arts conference called
More Ways Than One. She has been
hired, along with artists and musicians
to participate in the ail-arts weekend.

Membership inquiries will be taken
by contacting Mrs. Kroepel, 36639 Vic-
ary Lane, Farmington 48024.

Newest member of the group.

Providence employees to hold sale

A flea market and bou-
tique is scheduled by
Providence Hospital
employees 7 am. to 5
p.m. Friday, April 28. in

Sauthfield.

haspital’s Fisher Center,
22500 Providence Drive,

The sale will include
the auditorium of the such handcrafted items

as oil and watercolor
paintings, pottery and
embroidered, knitted
and crocheted pieces as
well as baked goods and
plants.
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THINK ABOUT IT. Would a man
want to be fishing buddies with a
friend to whom he is always suppesed
to be a perfect, door-holding gentle-
man? Imagine an avid fisherman tak-
ing along a male campanion for whom
he expects to bait hooks, carry his
heevy equipment, and unhook his

Won-ymg about his fragile friend's
tolerance for sun, early morning
starts, the roll of the boat, and the
bugs wouldn’t leave much time for
hi'1 to be a fisherman himself. That
kird of fishing companion would add
little to the fun of the sport compared
to what is lost.

The point is that, if his tag-along
friend were a man, no fisherman
would tolerate such expectations. A
more skilled fisherman might take a
little time to teach his friend how to
fish, but then the two friends would
expect to take care of themselves.

Not so when the companions are of
the opposite sex. According to our tra-
ditional stereotypes, the male fish-
erman should feel a gentleman’s
responsibility for his spouse, even if
she dosn't want it.

And the lady fishing companion’s
proper role is to defer to his expertise
and appreciatively accept his strong
helping hand, never threatening his
male superiority. So our rigid expecta-
tions exaggerate sexual, differences,
robbing couples of fun and friendship.
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BOB TRENZ.

Ph.D.

LOVERS WHO have learned lo be
buddies realize how poisonous sexual
stereotypes can be to their friendship.
They've become sensitive to the pres-

ence of sex-related expectations and
roles. .

Married pals have learned to’
replace protectiveness with pauml i
teaching, fostering self-sufficiency’
rather than boring over-dependency:
They've replaced rmsconcephans
about unchangeable sexual interests ‘
and physical limitations with an atti- '.
tude of expanding potential. .

Each has learned to extend his or
herself past perceived limils with the
supportive guidance of a partner, not -
just as a tag-along, but as an eager, _:
adventurous student.

Bob Tremz is a psychologist and .
marriage counselor in Rochester.
Comments for Dr. Trenz may be seat -~
to P.O. Box 64, Rochester 48063. .

MAKE HIS GRAPUATION GLOW.

ROLEX B

Mark this most |mporlant time with a gift your
graduate will never outgrow: a Rolex. This Oyster
Perpetual Date, with handsome stainiess steel s
case, is a 30-jewel automatic chronometer. In- o
dividually tested and guaranteed pressure-proof -
down to 185 feet, it is also available in 14kt. gold,
or steel and gold, all with matching bracelet.
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MAY
Calendar
of
Events

1 Novi 6 Livonia
’ Renaissance Whli{:‘ sClue Youth
% W Wind Quinlet;x Cane Symphony
% Center Cour Day 3:00 p.m.
R &p.m. &8 pm. Center Court

United Airlines Alumni
Clipped Wings'
Flower Sale

May 11th thru 13th
Proceeds to Mentally Retarded Children

TEA

24 p.m.

Center Court
Brind the Family
« Entertainment
o Flowers
FREE Admission

Reservations

Required

Call 348-9400
{Limited Seating)
A Hilt/Keiler,
Productions

14

11am. & 7:30 p.m.
L Center Court

) B anustor 19 2
Z Semor cmzens - Novi Celebrates
\ Michigan Week
N\ MSMSII: l.r:‘m : May 20-27
\‘Andenun Music .
24 B 125 ) 26 27
Wednesday - . Styling Show !
Fashion Show By Haircut House
7:00 p.m.

Center Court

Q&E

30

131

Detroit Free Press Exhibit
May 24th thru 31st |
on display throughout the mall

MANUFACTURING
MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

DEMI-BUFF FULL-LENGTH COAT with deep bloused sleaves

and flowing hemline. ..$3950

Duty and taxes refunded.
Shop and compare our very low prices. plus exchange on your
U.S. dollar, presently 13%. 1

L

Manufacturing makes the difference...

Layaway a new fur coat for next season at the present low prices.

CANADIAN LYNX COATS ...................... nnans SS— $2950
BADGER PANT COATS
MINK COATS (tull length. Futly let-out,
) in extra-dark. demi-buli and
other mutation shades) +
MUSKRAT COATS Full tengih)
FITCH COATS (Huge setection) -
FEATHERED RACCOON(Full length. Fully let-out)
BLUE OR RED FOX COATS (Full length
COYOTE COATS (Fulllenginy .«

. from $1950 ||
. from $188S |

(Let-oul)
FULL LENGTH COATS (Mink sides) =
MINK JACKETS retour.
NATURAL RACCDON JACKETS..

DEALERS OF CANADA MAJESTIC MINK

establ. 1935

ecvalsd

' 762 Quellette Ave. d
’ Across from Mario's
' in Windsor
- 1-519-253-2111,

UrE



