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By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

After 30 years of teaching dance, -
Shirley Busher still has a Iot of love
for its people and its beauty.

Barely topping five feet, she makes
ter presence felt in the Farmington
dance studio she operates with her sis-
ter, Nancy Savitsky, by her insistence
on treating pupils gently. .

“You get the best out of a dancer by
gentle persuasion. That's how George
Ballanchine choreographs. That's how
Tteach,” said Ms. Busher, who was a
student at the the School of American
Ballet, of which Ballachine is the
director.

After seeing the film ““Turning
Point,” she would like to change only
two things in the movie about her art.
Both concern the gentle treatment of
dance;

TS.

Ballet teachers should correct qui-
etly instead of yell at their pupils,
according to Ms. Busher.

The “very arrogant choreographer”
in the movie who insists on molding
the dancer to the music is unreason-
able, she says.

“GEORGE Ballachine is nothing
like that,” she said.

Ancther objection to the movie is its
insistence on depicting the battered
feet of a young dancer.

“Battered feet aren’t necessary. It's
a malter of knowing how much pad-
ding to put on the toes. Once the skin
becomes tougher, then you need less
lamb's wool in your toe shoes,” she
says.

Dance and its

Her commitment to treating dancers
gertly extends to helping the ones who
hold the promise of blossoming into
professionals,

Each time one of her promising stu-
dents leaves before they can realize
their ability, it carries an almost per-
sonal sense of defeat for Ms. Busher.

“If you can see my heart you could
see the cracks,” she says when speak-
ing of the disappaintment.

“Several girls will come up and
have potential to be dancers. Then
they get to be about 15 or 16 and they
quit. After you put so much into it,
they quit,” she said.

The students who survive and try for
the American Ballet Theatre School in
New York or audition for Broadway
parts are the one who have drive and
ambition. .

“A lot of girls might have better
bodies but they didn't go in for it, mak-
ing the sacrifices for it.

“BUT dancers don't feel like they
are sacrificing. They are enriching
their lives,” she said.

One of her successes is Kathy Mel-
oche, who is dancing on Broadway in
“Grease.” In six years she has prog-
ressed from the School of American
Ballet to the Joffrey Ballet to a spot in
the National Ballet of Canada. Now,
she's been switching from the classical
discipline of the ballet to the free-for-
allstyle of 1950s rock and roll on
Broadway.

On her scheduled week in New York
tosit in on classes to keep up with bal-
let, Ms. Busher is making time to see
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her old pupil dance on stage.

It will be a personal satisfaction to
see a pupil who stuck with the art.

“I find satisfaction from being a
dancing teacher and seeing my pupils
leamn and progress,” she said.

Ironically, if she could live her life
over again, she would try harder to
land a spot for herself on the stage.
She gave up trying and returned from
New York because she was convinced
her height was a barrier between her-
self and the stage.

T would stay in New York and keep
trying,” she says now. “There have
been dancers under five foot three who
have made it.”

INSTEAD of mourning her decision,
she relishes her association with danc-
ing.

“Anyone who's associated with the
dance has their life enriched. It gives

light up teacher’s life

self-confidence and music education.
Not everyone can be a professional
dancer. But with dancing they can
appreciate the arts," she said.

With her small feet tucked into a
pair of open-toed shoes and. her
dancer’s legs crossed at the knee, she
leans back to remember how she
became involved in the art that allows
its practitioner to' appreciate other
creative forms.

“I had a little girlfriend who was
studying ballet. Whenever I went to
ber house her mather would tell me
that ‘Doris has to practice. Do you
want to come in and watch.' So 1
would watch this girl dance. And one
day I came home and told my mother
that's what I wanted to do.

“I took my first lessons when I was
10 and I've never stopped,” she said
with a fond smile.

By the time she was 18, she was sub-
seribing to Dance magazine and con-
sidering study in New York.

“1 just happened 4o pick the School
of American Ballet out of Dance
magazine,” she said. .

“I think it was the best school 1
could have gone to. They're very
selective now. I don't think they'd
accept me now. I'm too short.”

DANCERS are usually between five
foot three and five foot eight so they
can be arranged on stage to appear to
be the same height.

Her tenure at the School of Ameri-
can Ballet allowed her to meet its fac-
ulty including her favorite teacher,
Muriel Stuart of England, and Alexan-
dra Danilova, 72, who is teaching
another generation of dancers.

Danilova appeared in *‘Turning

Point” as the former ballerina who
taught classes from her apartment
and took a promising young damcer
under her wing. N
“That's exactly how she is in real
life. Watching one of her classes is like
watching one of her performances. she
still has the grace of line with her boldy
although the power isn't there. )
“She still wears a leotard and tights
but she adds a flowing chiffon skirt
and a scarf around her neck. Shé's
very colorful,” Ms. Busher said. !

Danilova moves in a world where
mast persons are colorful or haveiat
least a bit of uniqueness about then,
according to Ms. Busher. .

Each has a status to uphold. In one
of her first professianal performances,
Kathy Melache appeared in the line]of
Nureyev's *'Sleeping Beauty."
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These rates are effective only until April 30, 1978 and may be with-
drawn by the bank without prior notice. They apply only to the
financing of the new 1978 automoblles and are subject to a 25%
down payment and bank credit approval.

Metro Bank also linances Used Cars. Commercial Vehicles. and Recreational Venhicles
at similar low Bank Rates.

LOW INTEREST RATES : ONE MORE GOOD REASON

TO BANK WITH METRO BANK.

METROPOLITAN NATIONAL BANK

OF FARMINGTON

Telephone 553-4200

FARMINGTON'S ONLY COMMUNITY BANK :
Locally owned - Locally Managed - Locally Staffed :

Farmington Office .
33205 Grand River H
1




