Greenhouse gardening

{Continued from page 3)

maintain the humid atmosphere
that orchids demand and most
plants prefer,

Shading is an important lactor
since most plants want *‘dappled
light.,” or indirect light. Even if
the greenhouse is shaded by
deciduous trees in Lhe summer.
shading is frequently necessary
after February until the deciduous
trees have come into leaf.

Leaf scorchis [requently seen in
carly spring if there is no shading.
During the summer in some expo-
sures it is imperative to have con-
trolled shading to protect plants
from intense sun rays. The use of
aluminum roll-up, roll-down
shades are generally recom-
mended. The shades are mounted
on the outside. Although they are
more costly than other means of
shading, this type is the most
practical in the long run,

Cntinual air movemen!, another
important [actor in plant growth,
can be provided by a strategically
placed fan. The wet pad evapo-
rative cooler can also be used as a
fan withoul the cooling effect, dur-
ing times of the year when the
weather is not too cold for opening
the cooler vent.

High humidity. essential to
superior plant growth, can be pro-
vided by either a very simple
manual device or a totally auto-
matic one. A small home-size
humidifier. a misting nozzle
attached Lo a hose, or an auto-

maltic self-contained unit are
available. Many people find it
quite satisfactory lo water the
floor and under the bench and
then allow the moisture to rise.

How much time does a green-
house require? The amount of lei-
sure time you have and the extent
of your interest will determine the
time you will spend on your new
hobby. Some people devote as
little as 15 minutes every other
day and others spend several
hours of creative gardening daily.

Another facet of pgreenhouse
gardening is how the structure
will affect properly values.
Although you are building the
greenhouse for your own pleasure,
a home greenhouse definitely
enhances the property value. At
the time of resale, the greenhouse
will help sell the house to a real
gardener, of whom there are a
growing number.

The firsl advice to prospective
greenhouse owners is to build a
greenhouse as large as possible. A
small greenhouse will look tre-
mendous for a while, bul as your
hobby expands, you'll regret not
having built a larger one. The cost
of a greenhouse and equipment
does not double as the size is
doubled.

The major costs of a greenhouse
are the masonry, heating, plumb-
ing and electricity, and they will
be the same whether you build a
fine or a poor greenhouse.

There is no good rule of thumb

on how to estimate the cost of a
greenhouse. There are loo many
variables. By contacting a local
professional greenhouse represen-
lative and discussing your green-
house ideas with him. you can
then pet a true perspective of the
total cost of your individual
greenhouse.

It's safe to assume that the con-
struction of a greenhouse usually
costs about the same as a new
room of comparable size, if not
done by the owner.

—MARGE ALPERN

Water early

Maybe worms aren't exactly
your cup of tea. But when it
comes Lo waterng the garden,
being an early bird pays off.

Foliage thal remains wet for
long periods of time is extremely
susceptible to disease, warn
Michigan State University Exten-
sion horlicuilturists. Plants
watered late in the day tend to
remain wet through the night,
giving disease organisms a long
time to get established.

Plants watered early in the day,
however, soon dry off, minimizing
the chance that infection will
oceur.
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Don't settle for just a swimming pool...
INSTALL A

WHIRLPOOL SPA

IN YOUR HOME OR BACK YARD!
RELAXING - SOOTHING - HEALTHY
Whirlpool Bathtubs, Fiberglas Poured Conrete

Free Estimates
28731 Grand River s 477-1640

Pool Chemical Supplies and Equipment

.

BONOED CONSTRUCTION CO..

REPLACEMENT
_ WINDOWS

dardm cinsuULCiCinm

. to help you beautify and simplify your garden.

Does your house have an overgrown garden?
Do you have Annual-Perennial garden problems?
Is minimum maintenance important to you?

« Vinyl

® Aluminum

* Insufated
Glass

« Bank
Financing
Avaitable

» Free Estimates

Royal Oak 543-1011  Bloomfield 338-7700

Manufacturer's Showroom

Telegraph at Square Lake

Heart of Miracle Mile Shopping Center

SECURITY
STEEL ENTRANCE
DOORS = 24 STYLES

o VINYL

» ALUMINUM

« INSULATED GLASS

» BANK FINANCING
AVAILABLE

« FREE ESTIMATES

 ENERGY SAVING
INSULATION

= DEAD LOCK BOLTS

o PEEP HOLE

o POSITIVE SEAL

« IT DOESN'T WARP

« FOR RESIDENTIAL
AND COMMERCIAL
USE

FOUNDED
1946

( STOP LOSING HEAT )

Plug up the hole in your house and save as
much as 24%
on your gas bill with an

DAMPER
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Actual Proof

In testimony given before the Michigan
Public Service C isslon, Case b

U-5272, March 18, 1977, it was revealed
that through actual testa In 200 Michigan
homes, the average savings with an auto-
matlc damper was 23.64%. More than
that, of the 5§ different devices and con-
cepts tested, the automatic damper sys-
tem gave the highest percentage of
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INSYOUR
iy

Normal 6”
Insulation

119%

Plus Installation
tax and permit

SRR - Detnolt - "f; .
CLIMATE MASTERS, INC.
HEATING & INSULATING CONTRACTORS
STATE LICENSE #41790

WAYNE CO. OAKLAND CO.

L 495-3051 626-6040




