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I-96, 1-275 are ‘frosting’ on our cake

Jeffries is big factor
in industrial growth

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

+ Manhattan has its *Great White
Way”'—Broadway.

Western Wayne County has the
“Great Grey Way''—the Jeffries
Sxpressway.

‘The Jeffries is a major factor behind
recent industrial and commercial
development in the county’s western
end.

Even in Livonia, which has operated
a special Industrial Development
Commission since 1958, the impact of
1.9 is startling.

“We've had more inquiries for office
and industrial space in the last six
months than we've had in the last six
years,” said Ray Lech, executive vice-
president of the Livonia Chamber of
Commerce.

*“*And everybody wants to te within
a half-mile of the expressway.”

- THROUGH THIS year's first 2%
months, 16 buildings worth a total $6.4

million, were built. Dan Gilmartin,
industrial development specialist for
the city of Livonia, estimated that con-
struction totaling $5.1 million will be
underway before June.

“We've never had this much activity *

this early,” Gilmartin said.

In 1977, new industrial and com-
mercial construction totaled $16.6
‘million.

Over the past five years, all con-
struction—residential, commercial
and industrial—has doubled in
Livonia. In 1972 construction totaled
$40 million. It jumped to $58 million in
1973, but fell to $39 million in 1974 and
slipped even further in the recession
years, 1975 and 1976. Comstruction
totaled only $31 million in each of
those years.

But in 1977, “with the expressway
obviowsly nearing completion,” Gil-
martin said, construction jumped to
$89.7 million. Even taking inflation

{Continued on page 4}

Highway to Ann Arbor

may be open this year

«-1t will soon be a straight shot all the
way to Ann Arbor. .

If all goes well, M-14 will be opened
by the end of the year, according to
Frank Simmons, administrative assist-
ant of the metropolitan district of the
Michigan State Highway Department.

“We hope to be opening late this
year, after a slow start this spring
because of the cold weather,” said
Simmons. He referred to the stretch
that will link to the Jeffries Freeway
at the 1-275 interchange and provide
direc? access to Ann Arbor and 194
west. The stretch has been under con-
struction for two years,

T “M-14 is complete in Washtenaw
County,” said Simmons. “The section
slowing us up is in urban Plymouth, (I-
275 west to Beck Road) where the
ground is depressed and must be exca-
vated. The sewers are a problem,
along with the re-routing of traffic in
the area.” .

- He claims bad weather is the only
forseeable problem that could post-
one the tentative opening.

SIMMONS SAYS' the Northville
Road bridge at Five Mile is virtually
complete and the traffic flow over it

resumed. *“There is a little paving
to be done on the north side, but it.
should be complete in about a month,”
said Simmons:

What will be the effect Plymouth
and the surrounding area?

“It is inevitable that the opening of
M-14 will make Plymouth the hub of
availability,” said Margaret Wilson,
president of the Plymouth Chamber of
Commerce. *“It links us to the whole
tri-county area and will be a terrific
shot in the arm for our economy.”

James McKeon, a director of the
Plymouth Chamber of Commerce,
agrees. “'M-14 will open up the shop-
ping and eating areas in Plymouth for
the residents of the Ann Arbor area,”
said McKeon. “Plymouth has already
experienced a demand for commercial
and industrial property after the open-
ing of the Jeffries.”

McKeon thinks the effect of M-14
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And we’re still growing...

By FRED DeLANO
Progress Section Editor

~“Phenomenal” is just one way of
describing the growih experienced by
western Wayne County and south-
western Oakiand in recent years.

".This growth has reached into many
phases of life, and the end is nowhere

near in sight.

*.The pages of this special section pre-
gent an unusual profile of an wnusual
drea. It is a section which puts at your
fingertips the full and complete scope
of our life and tirmes.

“.For example:

TOQURS IS AN AREA in which
homes are selling like hatcakes™ and
in which there has been a business and

industrial explosion marked by the

nity-by-community population varia-
bles have caused many school district
enrollments to decline.

An explosion in cultural activities
has been accompanied by significant
growth in recreational facilities. There
is greater use of libraries than ever
before. Attendance is up in our 208
places of worship, and our several col-
leges are booming as a new breed of
student hss come to the fore.

INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH, scien-
tific approaches by utilities to con-
servation of energy, and construction
of & solar energy home all point our
Toute to the future, )

Yet links with the past are main-
tained -with individual and municipal
enthusiasm through historic societies,
museums and other efforts.

Vectaryear—today—and the future:
You'll find interesting aspects of all in
the pages that follow.

around you.

Your Caring,

Servicing Dealer

At Don Massey Cadillac, our main concern is you. We care about customer satisfaction.
When you own the finest car made in America. we fee! you should be treated with special
care. That's why we built one of the finest dealerships in America today. And we buiit it

Oelling,

-

Our new

mean to you.

g

Don Massey Cadillac, Inc.
proudly announces a new
facility to serve you better.
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minutes away), and it's convenient when you arrive. One of the largest Cadillac service
{acilities in.the area, 53 service bays, assures prompt attention to any service needs you have.

Caring, selling and servicing. It all means cuslomer satistaction. That's our most im-"
portant product at Don Massey Cadillac. We would like you to stop out and see what it can

is 1t ted.. It's ta Detroit {anly about 20

This new facility features a beautiful skylight
40 feet above the showroom floor. .. plus service and
body shop, parts department, new and used car
sales offices and a leasing department—all under
one roof covering 54,400 square feet.

Visit the caring,
servicing, selling dealer

ONLY MINUTES
AWAY FROM
DETROIT

Spectl Thanks lo Maccelio Conatruction (Genersl

Chbateactor) snd Tatbo! Corp (Electrical Conteacior)
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OUR NEW LOCATION — 40475 ANN ARBOR RD. AT 1-275 IN PLYMO




