Progress

We would like to thank our many customers:
for making our 10th Anniversary possible. Our
_ continued growth depends upon you and we
will continue to provide friendly and individ-
ual attention to all our customers.

“Introducing
our staff
in our
Downtown
Farmington
Center Store!

Leit to Right: Karen Balden, Betly
Kachadoorian, William Stibich, Kaihy
O'Brien, Manager; George Whitafoot, Kate
Skupny, Maureen Hickey.

College in the *70s ;

1

It’s good-bye politics, hello. career training

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

Older students unabashedly eyeing

college as a way toward better paymg
jobs are causing a quiet revolution in
education.

In contrast to their role of 10 years
ago, when colleges were pre-
dominently attended by wide-eyed
teens just out of high school, the
institutions are now becoming more
oriented to the concems of older stu-
dents in the midst of career changes.

‘The economy of the °'70's has
affected the profile of the college com-
munit;

y.

Working toward a better paying job
has replaced an interest in campus
politics among older students.

“Ten years ago, students were
largely high school graduates. There
were many males in college as an
alternative to the draft. We were in
the midst of student activism,” said
Oakland Community College's
Orchard Ridge Provest Richard
‘Thompson.

“Politics was an important part of
campus life. Now, students aren't as
intensely political. They're seeking
alternatives to their present employ-
ment situation,” Thompson said.

TODAY, the average college student
is likely to be about 26-years-old,
female and employed at a fulltime
job, according to Thompson,

Ten years ago, the average student
was a man in his late teens who was
unemployed and enml]eil ina full-time
curriculium.

The trend toward more women stu-
dents is indicative of a change in the
country’s economice situation, accord-
ing to administrators.

“The complexities of the job market
and the expanded interest of women
who want to get back into the mainst-
ream of things has changed colleges,”
said David Heinzman, of Schoolcraft
College’s college affairs department..

““You have to take into account the
economics of thé one income situation.
Many.times, today, both members of a
family are working," he said.

At Schoolcraft in Livonia, that trend
translates into a steady rise in the
female population over the past five

years.
In the fall of 1872, men made up 59
per cent of the student population.
‘Women comprised 41 per cent.
Last fall, women made up 51 per
cent of the students. Men were 49 per
. cent of the efrollment.

CHANGES IN the student population
have altered the curricullum.

‘With more women on campus, child
care and women centers have become
part of student services. Schooleraft
College has a women’s resource center
as well as a child care center,

OCC's Orchard Ridge campus,
Farmington Hills, boasts the same
services.

Within the last five years at School-
craft, there has been an increase in
career oriented ntudents and voca-
tional classes,

-

returning to school to switch careers- A
or seek promotions within their pr&
sent careers. M
Its criminal jusuce occupational ¥
safety and nursing school arr as v
attradive to male students as they are-

Seven out of 10 students are enrolled
in vocational courses at Schoolcraft.

in the fall of 1977, 5,565 out of 8,239
students were enrolled in career orien-
ted classes.

That trend was repeated at OCC’s
Orchard Ridge campus where career
programs have increased between 20-
40 per cent in the last three years,
according to Thompson.

The career boom has affected
Madonna College, Livonia.

Once an all-woman college, the
institution opened its doors to men and
generated its own population explo-
sion. In 1972, its first co-ed year, there
were 816 students at Madonna. Six
years later there are 2,500 students. Of
that number, one-third are men,
according to Mrs. Mary Van Alsten,
spokesman for the university.

WITH its increased enroliment, the
private school has found the emphasis
to be on night courses and its flexible
weekend workshops, designed for the
working student.

Its older population, the average age
is 29, is made up of persons who are

to women, ing to adminis-
trators.

Career classes at other colleges are -
getting their share of attention, too.

Courses such as computer science =
and data processing are increasing in
enrollment at OCC. Accounting is the "**
object of rising interest, also. .

While the college population ..
becomes older, it indicates another .,
trend in education. High school stu-
dents are putting off rushing into col- .
lege. Many return to school when they .
are in their mid-twenties, according to
‘Thompson.

“They know what they want then,”
he said.

With an emphasis on vucanunal 4
studies, liberal arts has failed to draw =*
the same numbers of students it did
about 10 years ago, according to col
lege administrators.

That trend should change. too, *
according to Thompson.

“It’s cyclical. I hope there will be a =
resurgence in liberal arts education.
“With industry giving its workers™,

* shorter time, that means people wlll
have more time to fill,"” he said.
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Low-cost
Convenient
Fully Accredited

WE’VE GROWN TOGETHER

“The College Designed With The Community In Mind”

over 60,000

have attended

since classes began in 1964

For Information Telephone 591-6400 Ext. 340

Schoolcraft College, 18600 Haggerty, Livonia, Mi. 48152
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Career Studies
College Transfer
Continuing Education
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First row: Debbie Lisberman, Bryna Ci Mary
Ellen Bondi, Jamie Bradbury; Second Row: Mnrian
Charnow, Judy Folay, Richard Haviland: Third Row:
Dewsy Law, Gary Witlig, Dan Brown, Bill Lush; Fuurm
Row: Willlam Flattery, Sales; (Not Shown, Jane Stibich,
Mildred Conaway).

Detroit & Northern Savings
has money to lend home
buyers right now. Ask a D
& N home loan specialist.
You'll get fast, professional
service.

See us first.
DETROIT&
NORTHERN

Showroom & Warehouse: » L . o M ;S
23877 Industrial Pk. Dr. T SAVI " UENDER
J Farmington Hills' 476-1324 . Michlgan's Largest State-Chartared Savings & Loan Assoclation. .

33408 W. FIVE MILE {Near Farmington)
427-5350

NORTHWEST
18211 W. McNichols Rd. {at Southfieid & § Mile)
KE 74100

GREENFIELD OFFICE
8500 Greenfield (Near Joy Road)
581-2000

EXECUTIVE -

OFFICE SUPPLY INC. -
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23334 Farmington e '478-2780
Downtown Farmington Center
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