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REALTY WORLD

Don't you feel that one of your single largest

in should be p 1? Of course you

do..So do we. That is why Realty World offers all

of our customers and clients a little bit of what

we call “peace of mind”. Ask your Realty World

Professional about our Home Protection Plan. It
. makes “a world of difference”.

" REALTY WORLD

Jerry F. Edwards &“Assocfétes

33110 12 Mile Rd. 553_8100

Just E. of Farmington Rd.
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LIVONIA
FAMILY

BRIDGES THE GAP IN FAMILY INTERESTS

Complete Facility With
Olympic Size Pool
Training .Pool
Gymnasium
Racquetball - Handball Courts
6 Indoor Tennis.Courts
6 Outdoor Tennis Courts
Men’s and Women's Health Clubs
With Saunas, Whirlpoo!
and Exercising Equipment

14255 Stark Road PHONE 261-2161

IND YEAR AS
ONEW
OWNERSHIP . . .

the sale. See us first and
dealership.

We have been in Farmington for over 14.years. This is the se
has been under new ownership. During this time our philosophy has never changed. We are

.. o ey - . A Avalisble through CAMPERS PARADISE
striving to make this dealership best serve the communities needs. We live up to everything we
believe and have maintained an open door policy. If;for any reason, you the customer, haven't 29070 Piymouth Road 20804 Joha R
Uivonia, Michigan - 261-1100 Hazel Park, Michigan - 545-9026

been satisfied then we encourage you to see the owner. Customer satisfaction is guaranteed.

i You'll find a full selection ‘of new and used cars, rental & leased cars. Our Qualified experienced
staff knows that the customer is number 1. We give you close personal attention during and after
you'll know that we're a lot more than just another automotive

9 Mile and Grand River
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‘The Newburg depot, in what is now Livonia, looked like this in 1898
when the Detroit United Railway interurban trolley stopped for pas-

Transit today: Reviving interurban

By TIM RICHARD

Public transportation was better in
1907 in the northern and western sub-
urbs of Detroit than it was until just a
couple of years ago.

As of 1975, the Southedstern Mich-
igan Transportation ‘Authority
(SEMTA) began to get a grip on public
transportation needs. The near future
will see an increased combination of
express and local bus service.

‘This area is unlikely to see anything
describable as “rapid transit” before
the second decade of the 21st century.

Within the Jast two years, these sub-
wurbs got their first voice on the
SEMTA board. That seven-county
agency remains controlled by Detroit,
Grosse Pointe and Birmingham-
Bloomfield interests. Local politicians
are showing only little inclination to
change things.

sengers. This is from a lithograph by
Livonia Historical Commission.

its dying days in 1976, committed $600
million to SEMTA, far less than
SEMTA needed to build two lines to
Eight Mile Road, let‘alone to the sub-
urbs and let alone any west side line in
the raft corridor.

TALUS'’s successor agency, the
Southeast Michigan Council of Govern-
ments, dampened west side optimism
by revising transit plans to suggest the
western suburbs would get no rapid
transit before 2000 and 2010. Even that
is optimistic.

stock, the SEMTA board conduded
that whatever rapid transit the region
will get will almost certainly be light
rail—the space age version of the old
interurban.

The interurban of Mich-
igan went under in the 1920s and '30s,
due in part to the advent of buses and
cheap private motorcars. It was a
great loss. Sam Hudson's history of
Plymouth tells of a community picnic
at the state park on Island Lake, near
Hudson, which folks reached by taking
the interurban. You can't do that by
public transportation today,-and you
won't be able to for quite a while.

$100,000 for a loss of $43,000.

‘The Great Lakes line ran a bus from
Northville along Eight Mile to Grand
River to Five Mile.

Bee Line had a little used service
from Plymouth to Eight Mile to down-
town Farmington and up Orchard
Lake Road to Pontiac.

MOST DRAMATIC step taken by
SEMTA has been inauguration of two
“park and ride” express bus lines
from some suburbs to downtown
Detroit. They start:

* At West Bloomfield Township's
Pine Lake Mall at Orchard Lake and
Lone Pine Road, going south on
Orchard Lake to [-6% and then to
downtown. Eight buses out and seven
returning carry 387 daily riders.

e In Plymouth Township at Ford
Motor Co.'s Sheldon Road plant, stop-
ping at Five Mile-Newburgh and
Livonia’s Eddie Edgar Arena on
Farmington Road, then taking the new.
(December '77) 1-96 freeway to down-
town Detroit. .

The park-andride services were
stimulated, in part, by Ford Motor
Co.’s decision to shift some employees
from its Dearborn offices to Detroit's
Renaissance Center.

SEMTA spokesman Marvin Meltzer
said the staff “is already talking about
how to add a fourth or fifth bus” to the
western Wayne express service.

BUS SERVICE in the suburbs, how-
ever, has been making great strides,
despite all sorts of obstacles and in
defiance of the regional trend.

In 1967, Metropolitan Fund made an
inventory of bus systems in the region
and found they were carrying a com-
bined 115 million passengers annually.
Since then, overall ridership has
declined to the 80 million range.

The big loss has been in Detroit,
which still operates its own bus sys-
tem, managed by the city’s depart-
ment of transportation, D-DOT. But in
the suburbs, SEMTA, born in 1967,
acquired several suburban bus com-
panies and began expanding service.
(SEMTA is also supposed to acquire
D-DOT, but ‘negotiations with the
Young Administration have been pro-
tracted.)

TEN YEARS AGO, the Transporta-
tion and Land Use Study (TALUS)
called for five rail rapid transit lines

ing from o Detroit.
One was marked for the Schoolcraft
Road corridor, with a branch shooting
up the Southfield Road corridor to
Northland Center.

Hopes of public transit zealots were
high, but it was not to be. Cost esti-
mates of underground, heavy rail,
rapid transit soared to $140 million a
mile. Ridership projections on several
metropolitan Detroit area lines were

ibtful.

SEMTA last year opted instead for
two light rail transit lines—in the
Gratiot and Woodward corridors—and
sought to reduce the amount of under-
ground mileage, over the protests of
Detroit Mayor Coleman Young.

Meanwhile, federal money almost
Jfan out. The Ford Administration, in

BY 1907 the Detroit United Lines had
interurban railway lines radiating
from Detroit to Port Huron, Saginaw,
Jackson and Toledo, according to
‘Willis Dunbar’s, ““Michigan: A History
of the Wolverine State.”

‘These electric railways were glori-
fied streetcars, but they did the trick
in getting passengers between towns
quickly . and cheaply. The corridors
they served 71 years ago are the same
corridors under consideration today by
SEMTA for rapid transit service—
Gratiot, Woodward, Grand River,
Michigan Avenue and Fort Street.

The greater irony is that, after con-
sidering all kinds of exotic rolling

In 1966, Adolf Schiller's Northville
Transportation Co. ran a line from
Northville along Five Mile to Grand
River. That year it had costs of
§142,000 and revenues of less than

IF THE ARTERIES in southeast
Michigan have been slow to get
{Continued on page 15)

“OUR BUSINESS

A\ & SERVICE IS
Z TOPS”
2

DESIGNERS AND
MANUFACTURERS OF
QUALITY MARINE CANVAS
FOR 20 YEARS

i1 LI

COMPLETE STOCK OF
Super Duck Products

CUSTOM MADE

* CONVERTIBLE TOP SETS

* MOORING COVERS

¢ COCKPIT COVERS

¢ CANVAS & VINYL SPECIALISTS
*JUST THE WAY YOU WANT "EM

'YOU CAN'T BUY A BETTER TOP OR COVER, ANYWHERE.

PARK-A-MATIC Automatic Awnings

- Fully Selt-Contalned Spring Losded Automatic Roliup Awnlng -
for RECREATIONAL' VEHICLE + HOMES » + APARTMENTS

* UNIVERSAL FITTING BOAT COVERS|
* TOP & COVER HARDWARE
* FASTENERS & ACCESSORIES

SEE YOUR
LOCAL MARINE DEALER .

cond year Town &

FEd

Country Dodge

10040 South Te
Tayior, Michigan 2917175

41005 10 This -
Inatantly1

Manufactured By

GREAT LAKES BOAT TOP CO.

200 N. INDUSTRIAL DRIVE PLYMOUTH » (313) 459-8080

Farmington -474-6750
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