Buses spread in northwest suburbs

(Continued from page 14)

express service, the capillaries along
the local and mile roads have been
seeing a little faster progress:

‘the Nankin Transit Commission
operates 11 buses in Garden City, Ink-
ster, Wayne, Westland and Canton
Township. NTC Administrator Glen
Shaw says the service is carrying
about 5,500 persons a month, He
expects service to peak at 7,000 a
month. .

SEMTA passes a subsidy onto the
NTC and also leases the local service
buses.

A recurting problem has been the
manufacturing of new buses. The polit-
ical problem in Washington and Lan-
sing is what equipment to require on
buses so that the handicapped can

boapd.

‘MEanwhile, NTC must Use old buses
which break down, running up repair
cestsand interrupting service.

ford Township has uperated a
digl-@ride transit (DART) service
shg:.luly of 1975. Transit Coordinator
Ronatd Caryl directs a fleet of six
niini-buses—"'when they're all oper-
ang "—and promises service within

30 minutes.

DART carries about 5,000 passen-
gers an average month, and this rises
10 6,000 in the cold weather months of
October to March, Caryl said.

On Mondays, chncsdays and
Fridays, DART carries passengers to
Livonia Mall. On Tuesdays and

* route was SEMTA’s very first in the
westem suburbs.

1t begins at Livonia Mall, Seven Mile
at Middlebelt, with senor citizen hous-
ing near by; travels down Middlebelt
to Wonderland Center at Plymouth
Road; then swings eastward to Inkster
Road and south to Wayne County Gen-
eral Hospital.

It demonstrates an elemental truth
about transit planning in this region:
While TALUS had concentrated on
planning commuter work tnps, the
earliest and most significant gains in
public transportation have been to
serve senior citizens and peofe without
cars.

Another interesting route starts at
the Orchard Ridge campus of Oakland
Community College at Orchard Lake
Road and the 1-6% freeway in Farm-
ington Hills. It wiggles along 13 Mile,
Middlebelt, 12 Mile, Lahser, 10 Mile,
Scotia, Nine Mile and Woodward to
downtown Detroit.

TWO NEW bus terminals will aid
SEMTA’s administration and mainte-
nance work.

The Oakland terminal on Maple
Road in Troy was opened a year ago.
A Wayne County terminal, due for
completion this year, is under con-
struction on Henry Ruff Road in Ink-

ster.

Politically, the northern and western
suburbs have had little clout with
SEMTA.

Under a which took

Thursdays it journeys to
Center in Livonia.

SEMTA underwrites two-thirds of
the operating deficit, and Redford pro-
vides its one-third share from federal
CETA (Comprehensive Employrient
Training Act) funds. If CETA funds
run out, Redford may have to consider
assessing local taxes, as in Ann Arbor
and Birmingham.

Caryl said there’s also a possibility
SEMTA will inaugurate a countywide
E&H (elderly and handicapped) serv-
ice, eliminating the need for Redford’s
DART.

A"“CLASS[CAL kind of suburban

o

‘Two new sights in Observerland
communities in the last year have
been a SEMTA express bus and
the completed 1-96 (Jeffries) free-
way. {Staff photo)

effect last year, Detroit has five seats,
suburban Wayne County three and
Oaldand County three on a 15-member
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In Times like these, we
still give our customers

what they want.............
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A dealership
that's got it
all together

Selection and service. Both important when you're deciding where 1o buy

your new or used car. So, before you do decide, we want you to know

that we offer complete customer care. We want you to be happy with

your new car. Because al fimes like thess, good customers are
important.

LI.OU lAR.-CHE 408;5;, Plymouth

CHEVROLET 53 4600

The park-and-ride service from Plymouth Towaship through (Across from Burroughs)

Livonia to downtown Detroit is being called a delightful success by
SEMTA. Buses depart from the first stop at 6:30, 6:45 and 7:05 a.m.

Two of the so- called
Wayne representatives are Grosse
Pointe area representatives with busi-
ness offices in downtown Detroit. This
leaves Livonia Mayor Edward McNa-
mara as the sole representative for a
million western Wayne residents.

All three Oakland board members
are from the 36-square-mile Birming-
ham-Bloomfield area, with none from
the rest of the 864 square miles in the
state’s second most populous county.

WHAT OF THE future?

® Look for westward extension of
the mile road routes through Farm-
ington, Livonia, Plymouth, Westland
“ and Canton Township. Alse look for
new service on the north-south mile

Detroit.

* Watch bus purchase devel-
opments. SEMTA has been prevented
from ordering new buses by a civil
rights-type fight over whether all roll-
ing stock must be equipped with
hydraulic lifts (at $10,000 apiece or so
for the handicapped.) It's a tug-of-war
between the federal government, the
state legislature and the courts.

transportation” funding bills in the
legislature. The Milliken Adminis-
tration and the Democratic legislative
leadersoip have been pushing pack-
ages of tax bills that would aid roads
and public transportation. Rep. Tcm
Brown (D- Wﬁﬂand) and some county®
road commissions are pushing a more
road-oriented package.

Gasoline prices will likely increase,
as will the cost of parkirfig. Freeways
and surface roads are unlikely to get
less crowded.

Don't expect to see the entire region
on wheels and the private automobile
become obsolete—not by a long shot.

SEMTA is thinking in terms of ulti-
mately boosting ridership on public
transportation to the 10 per cent mark.

and leave i Center at 4:40, 5:10 and 5:35 p.m. The trip

roads, since not all roads lead to -

» Keep an eye on the rival “tutal‘
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Hills EXPDED COMMUNITY SERVICES THROUGH XON-PROFIT CHILD CARE

We offer arts and crafts days, nature
discovery days, library and fine arts days, outing
days, health and safety days, recreation days,
sand play and waterworks days, and puppet and
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O1d Orchard Theater
Perk & Ride

(=4
Detroit

Eight buses go downtown and seven return on this park-and-ride
route that starts in West Bloomfield and Farmington Hills. Depar-
tures are from 6:30 to 7:45 a.m. Evening retura trips leave from 4:15
0 5:30 p.m.

drama days.

through 12 begins June 1 and runs
until - September 1. We also offer a

. tots and intermediates.
Mlchlvan‘Young%rld
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32503 Ann Arbor Trall, Westland, 522:7150 OPen :500:00 pm.

Member of

Our summer program for ages one
summer gymnastic minl-session for
Nursery School and Child Development Centers.
association for child development
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We Want to be Your Realtor!

Allen Owen

Manager Brad Brockway

EARL KEIM

Cathy Rehfield

Mary Harroun
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Secretary
OF D.B.N. ING.
. ‘ . 15707 FARMINGTON ROAD -
: . 261-1600 Fred Bulish
g 3 red Belisle
.= Adult Higher Education . « Nationwide fine a home service : :
[ - . anywhere in United States
Is Part of Your Progress . * Eealtor-Membership in estern Wane
akland County multi list service
. In the fall of 1976, five public universities joined together in Bi
mingham to offer an’ outstanding variety of courses gf:r :Eul]r; at]: ¢ We're everywhere - over 40 offices
dents in the region. The Birmingham Center for Continuing Educa- * Realtron computer service
tion is now serving nearly 8,000 students each term. And it has ® Guaranteed Trade Plan
been honored with 2 national award for innovative adult education. ¢ Modern Office with Quiet Rooms
Check aut the opportunities for you at the BCCE. These five great * Professional Sales Staff
inatitutiona are there to serve youl Eastern Michigan Univeraity,
Michigan State Oakland
Michigan, Wayne Stau University.
Continuing Educati If you're thinking of making a move soon
B c c E ontinuing Education Please call Earl Keim Realty -
for Southeastern Michigan N . it will be a pleasant experience!
| 746 Purdy st Off Wosdward . Birmingham, Michigar — +«+ The HELPFUL People! ; Barb Boyle’
t
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