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We gather together, following tradition

- Livonia police officer Doulas Smith is busy at the
noon hour Sundays directing traffic along Farm-

By MARGARET MILLER

At last count, there were 207 places
of worship holding regular services in
the area comgprising Livonia, Farm-
ington, Farmington Hills, Redford,
Gardén City, Westland, Plymouth and
Canton.

Make that 208—the Redford Church
of God began worship services on Eas-
ter Sunday under the leadership of the
Rev. William Clendenen to take its

But many residents of the Burton
Hollow subdivision near that site
objected, listing traffic congestion, the
large number of churches already
located nearby and the fact that the

would become tax-exempt instead
of being filled with families and pros-
pective students for emptying schools.

And early in April, in a move with
few precedents, the Livonia City Coun
eil re;ecled by a 43 vote the pelluon

for 0 buil

place as the newest congregation in
these parts.

The list names more than 30 differ-
ent denominations, with Baptist
churches the most numerous at 33
Lutherans with 33 churches and
Roman Catholics with 29 parishes are
right behind.

Church members are harder to
‘count than church buildings, but an
informal survey of about a tenth of the
flocks gives a picture of increasing
attendance on public worship in this
area. )

Every one of the churches checked
report increasing membership as of
right now. Some have had earlier
experiences of falling away, but said
things Were now looking up. Many had
increased 20-fold or more.

These 200-plus churches have
become a part of the fabric of life in
the western suburbs through a variety
of routes.

Some, like First Baptist, First
United Methodist and the Baptist of
Plymouth and Newburg United Meth-
odist of Livonia, date back to the days
of the earliest pioneers who arrived to
farm the land in the first half of the
1%th century.

Others were established first as mis-
sions by specific congregations or by
denominations. Ward United Presby-
terian of Livonia is the giant example
in this category.

Catholic parishes formed as popu-
Iations increase and parishes divide.

A Detroiter turned suburbanite can
look down the list of churches in this
area and see a lot of familiar names.

Grand River Baptist, for instance,
had two homes on that Detroit thor-
oughfare before its members literally
paraded out to Livonia in 1968 to take
abode in a new building on Six Mile
Road.

Nardin Park United Methodist of
Farmington was located, of course on
Nardin Park, a city recreation spot in
west side Detroit, from 1927 until it fol-
lowed its migrating members in 1965,

Bethlehem Lutheran also went the
northwest Detroit-to-Farmington
route.

Mt. Hope Congregational Church
(Livonia) once was located at Liver-
nois and Davison in Detroit, and Adat
Shalom, a conservative Jewish congre-
gation, packed up and moved from
Curtis Street in Detroit to a spacious
location in Farmington Hills.

MIGRATED, CHURCHES and one-
time mission churches, teken together,
indeed make the northwest territory
look like a promised land for those
who sought to worship in fine new
dnpels close by their new suburben

But reoenﬂy organized religion has
had to pull up short in its advance on
the suburbs. Just ag’ immigration
quotas closedto a Iarg extent another
promised land, therg’is now local gov-
emment action pylling back the wel-
come mat when néw churches come

knocking.

The leaders nf Brightmoor Taber-
nacle decided like many churches
before it that quarters in northwest
Detroit were too cramped. They found

members lived to the west of the
ilding, and made plans to huild
anew in Livonia.

‘They picked a Six Mile site, on a
W Stretch already home to enough par-

,.L'ha to have acqulred the nickname
ogety Row.

a new sanctuary on the land it had
chosen (and gained option to pur-
chase.}

As a result of that vote, another
large Detroit congregation, First

urch of the Nazarene, is shying
away from plans to move to Livonia.

Set to build west of 1-275 and north of
Seven Mile, the church ha: announced
it will make other plans.

BUT LEST THESE recent devel-
opments lead to a surmise that there's
a paucity of chlrch-gomg in the area,
a Sunday morning drive and the sheer
number of congregations would
indicate otherwise.

On Farmington Road, another ave-
nue of churches, police direct traffic
when late morning services send hun-
dreds to their cars.

Ward United Presbyterian, the big-
gest congregation, numbers more than
2,900 and has an annual budget of $1
million.

In Canton, Calvary Baptist has a
membership of 5% and an annual
budget of half a million dollars. A

“The programs offered by the
churches are widely varied, as lee-
tures, classes, seminars and sporting
events abound.

The building are used every day of
the week, sharing space with day care
centers and hosting programs like
mopemuve nurseries, Lamaze train-
ing classes, scouting functions and
senior citizen activities.

‘The leading denominations, after the
Baptists, Lutherans and Roman Catho-
lics, are United Methodists, eleven;
United Presbyterian, eight; Church of
Christ, seven; Episcopal, six; and
Reformed Church in America and Oth-
odox Catholic, four each.

‘There are three of each of the fol-
lowing: Jewish synagogues, Assembly
nf God churches, Missionary churches,

Free Methodist congregations, United
Church of Christ groups, Jehovah's
Witnesses, Seventh- Day Adventist,
Nazarene and non- denominatinnal

Other dennmlnaﬁons represented by
one or two congregations in this area
are Pllgnm Mission, Apostolic,

of Christ in Union, Univer-
salist-Unitarian, Disciples of Christ,
Curch of the Brethren, Latter-Day
Saints, Maravian, Unity, Pentecostal
andwweym

LIVONIA HAS THE greatest num-
ber of churches, 64 Farmington has
38, Westland 32, Red!nrd 28, Plymouth
24, Garden City 15 and Canton seven.

It is in Canton that organized reli-
gion, like many olher things, that
growing fastest.

The last few years in Canlcn have
seen the establishment of Geneva
Preshyterian Church, St. Michael
nuh}l'trm and St. John Neumann Cath-

c 3 !

Marantha Baptist and Faith Com-
munity Church, a Moravian congrega-
tion, have been added to the ranks
within the last year, and on April 18
services began in the Plymouth-Can-
ton High School "cafeteria for yet
another congregation. This one, to be
known as People’s Chureh, is affiliated
w:.lh the Reformed Church in Amer-

xuhurbs ymlml it say, are
mpn?m ght say,

ington Road as worshipers pour out of several large
churches in that area. (Staff photo)

Sanctuaries large and small are filled with worshi- area had 208 places of worship. (Staff photes by
pers each week as organized religion continues as a  Harry Mauthe)

major force in suburban living. At latest count, the

Organized religion advances despite roadblock

‘Two years ago, the First Baptist
Church of Farmington celebrated
its 150th anniversary. Ten people
were covenanted at the formation
of the church in 1826. After fire
destroyed the original structure,
the church pictured was built in
1861. There have been several
additions through the years, but
the bell tower still stands as a unit
of the present structure.

Newest church structure built in the area is this
house of worship of the Marantha Baptist congrega-

tion in Canton Township. It is a branch ministry of
the West Chicago Baptist Church of Detroit.

TiHE GROWING
CHAMBERLAIN TEAM

Consider the professional atmosphere and unlim-
ited eaming potential of a real estate career with
the growing team at Chamboerlain, Realtors. Due
1o our record sales in 1977 (over $208 MILLION!),
we are looking for success-oriented people for
sales positions. Experience is not necessary with
our exclusive “FAST START" training program
that gives you a “super start” in your first 80 days.
Call and make an appointment for a confidential
interview with one of our managers today.

8ill Tatum
Manager




