4B(SF) -

‘Thuraday, May 4, 1878

Artist shares his

Story: HELEN ZUCKER
Photos: STEPHEN CANTRELL

There is a moment in the life of
every artist who crosses- the long
bridge—the bridge of leaming, synthe-
sizing, working with his subject and
his materials over and over—when he
knows he has finally, crossed over.

who painted Bowery and Village
scenes, Johnson makes no overt social
comment. Rather, his touchstones
seem lo be closer to Jules Pascin (a
more innocent Pascin, perhaps) and
Picasso, somehow blended with Paul
Mazursky's vision of New York in the
0.

Mazursky, in hns movie, “An
Unmarried Woman," seems to draw

delight with contemporary scene

much, and worked hard, Johnson has
emerged out of his past dark, gestural
drawings, his somewhat German
Expressionist men in bowler hats and
made it into the light. He is out there
in the springtime street, his heart and
his eye intact.

This is work about the beauty of the
human figure, and how nothing—tech-
nology, crowds, not the dizzy pace of

It is the point of the
point of cross-over to the realization
thit he has found his own material, his
ovn metier,his own way of saying
what he hasto say. It .is really the
juinping-off place the artist has been
Tobking for all his life.

)

Dnce found, it’s a lode to be mined—
orfe that will never run out of meaning
and mystery.

When that happens—some morning
alunc in the studio—the artist. knows
that some fusion of energy. intuition,
arid intellect has taken place.

Al some point, such a moment
obviously happened to Lester Johnson.
whose recent show atthe Donald
Morris Gallery, is nearly sold out.
‘That is a rare enough occuranceduring
an artist’s life time.

Donald Morris, friend, as well as art
dealer, rtecognzied Johnson's talent
before his works went into collections
at the Detroit Institute. the Museum of
Modern Art. and the Hirshorn

Along with the Martha Jackson Gal-
lery and the Zabriskie Gallery. both of
New York, and the Sun Gallery in Pro-
vincetown. Mass., Morris was showing
Johnson's work in 1965, 1967, and again
in 1974

THIS LATEST COLLECTION of
Johnson's  works includes not only
paintings, but street scenes done on a
spmal paper prepared by the artist.
Johnson sprinkles pumice over a
ground rhoplex before beginning to
work with acrylics, inks or pastels,
and creates a brilliant assemhlage of
miinstream faces.

Tarough all these works, the virile,
cury-haired young men and pretty
girls with hair frizzed out, walk, sit,
run, meet each other, and part. john-
son works with the loveliness of
muscle and bone—the mystery of l’Iesh
and movemnent. .

He creates street scenes in whxch no
one is the same, nor two, though they
look alike, and share similar fashions
and thoughts. His figures turn and
turndespite generous rumps, shoul-
ders, and breasts, they are creatures
of essentialdelicacy and wonder. The
fragility of human bodies is beautifully
expressed inthe clumping masses of
humanity.

Unlike Raphael Soyer and his 60s
youth paintings, and Reginald Marsh,

for his Soho

Square scenes, his streets filled wnh
lovely, smartly-dressed women, cru-
dely-dressed, macho men, straight
from Johnson's canvasses. Everyone
is there. The boy in the “Da Vinci’s
Pizzeria” shirt who marches through
many of Johnson's canvasses, (John-
son's son is the model) is seen agai-
nand again in Mazursky's shots of New
York streets.

JOHNSON'S PAINTINGS MOVE on
a deeper jevel. He makes 2 comment
on the ‘loneliness and essential mys-
tery of the human body. In true Ren-
aissance Heroic Style, he worships the
humnan body. He doesn't, as so many
artists do, find it grotesque, ugly, or
an expression of man’s hell. Nor does
he feel that the body is merely a cas-
ing for a loathsome, grasping, evil
heart as so much modern art has
taught us.

No it's a pleasure to look at Jouhn-
son’s work. Without any sentimenta-
lity, this artist really likes arms,
chins, eyes, mouths. He adores
womens' legs. They're long, smooth,
appealing, if not ideally shapely in
every single work, no matter what else
the rest of the girl is like.

His girls clomp along on their-
tortuous platform, 70s heels, smoking,
gesturing, showing their derrieres to
the world under their body-hugging,
exquisitely rendered clothing. Johnson
pays as much attention to fabric as he
does to bodies. His cloth is wondrous
to behold.—sequins, madras, lame
pants suits. Grecian villages, and gor-
geous birds adornthe dresses of his
women. His males seem content in
their tight polos and pants striding
along in boots.

In a way, it's strange that Johnson
gives us such an immediate sense of
“place,” i.e. Soho, Washington Square,
here because he pays little attention to
place else where. Instead, he sketches,
if at all, merely the fragile lines of the
old Cooper Union structue, or some
sketehy Village buildings.

HIS HANDSOME GIRLS with their
doll-like faces, pretty lips, and large
black eyes, and his good-looking.
macho guys are what this series is all
about. And yet we come away with a
very strong sense of movement of
location, of the impact of crowds upon
the individual.

Like artist who'vebeen through

Mihalik is honored

- Bob Mihalik, who has difices in
Farmington Hills, was honored for out-
standing sales achievement by the
Reinforced Plastics division of A. O.
Smith-Inland Inc., during a recent
va;kﬁonal sales meeting in Little Rock,

Mihalik sold the second highest dol-
lar volumes ever sold by one salesman
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life today—will ever change the essen-

from. It is fine to see someone, who,
like Picasso. uses strength of arms
and flesh as repeating motifs.
Johnson's crowds aren’t anonymous
masses. His paintings aren’t filled
with thedrear comings and goings of
*The Unknown Glossy Citizen,” check-
in at the right places at the right
times. Johnson's people are alert,
knowing, and their bright black eyes

The paintings are so rich, muiti-lev-
eled and carefully-wrought. so filled
with echoes from his knowledge of
other artists, so witty, and so robust,
that he ‘deserves the many one-man
shows he has had, plus the group
shows. These include the recent pur-
chase of one of his crowd scenes by
the Guggenheim Museumn and this
year's Creative Arts Award from
Brandais University.

tial mystery and beauty we all come

Although not perfect in face or bedy, Johnson’s women and men '
have an appeal which shows the artist’s appreciation of his subject

matter.
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Grand Opening

You'll both find

service, style and savings
in our haircare center...and
that adds up to satisfaction.

ists know how 1o give you both just the ook you want. Join
In the grand opening celebration and start a happy hair habit
with these specials.

Let's celebrate together.
Grand Opening Week Specials

24.50
23.88

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Saturday.10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday, Friday, 10 am. 1o 8:30 p.m.”
Ask about our senior citizen's discount.
Haircuts are % price with these perm specials,
tinted, bleached, or fong hair, slightly higher.

Special appointment avaisble
beforn store hours.

For her, UniPerm
by Helene Curtis, reg. $30

For him, Body for Me
by Helene Curtis, rog. uo‘

Beauty Salon
Use Wards Charg-all.

AR
Call 3581200 AARD
Soutﬁfield Store

Also Livonia, Warren, and Pontiac stores

dream, as the eyes of the young should
dream.

ONE OF THE BETTER THINGS
Brandais is known for is the high qual-
ity of the annual arts awards. The
judges mean business. The people they
have given the awards to. have, so far,
richly deserved them. High talent plus
dedicated, disciplined years of work
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i

are a halimark of the recipients.

The 22nd annual awards, held at the
Guggenheim Museum on Fifth Avenue
and 8%th in New York, this year, went
to Saul Bellow and Grace Paley for
fiction. Robert Rauschenberg and Les-
ter Johnson for painting. Jessica
Tandy and Hume Cronyn for theit’ .
work in theater arts at the Long W wharf"’
Theatre.

It is good to see an artist who has’
had his hard, doubt-filled momenls f

public recognition. Lester Johnsol
deserves this year's Brandais award.

‘The show runs through May 6 at the
Donald Morris Gallery, 105 Townsend.”
Hours are Tuesday through Saturda;
10 a.q. through 6 p.m.
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