By TIM RICHARD

Transit officials in southeastem
Michigan hdiled the legislature’s pas-
sage of a bill which ends a two-year
moratorium on new bus purchases.

1 would say it’s great news,” said
QOakland County Executive Daniel T.
Murphy, when the legislature passed a
bill setting standards for bus equip-
‘ment for wheelchair lifts.

“There were some inherent prob-
lems, but this came as close to being

as anything we’re going to
have.” said state Rep. Jack Kirksey
(R-Livonia), who voted for the bill.

The wheelchair lift standards® bill

will allow the Southeastern Michigan

riation Authority to order 181
large buses for line-haul service and
124 small buses for a dial-a-ride serv-
ice. A major beneficiary of those
orders will be Murphy’s OCART, an
Qakland County-wide, inter-municipal

service.
Oakland County commissioners have

OCART to benefit |
Bus-buying moratorium expires

threatened to quit SEMTA unless prog-
ress is made by Oct. 1 on implement-
ing the OCART plan. M

Larry E. Salci, SEMTA general
manager, doubts that any of the 42
Insses for OCART will be ready before
November or December, although
“I'm going to do everything in my
power o get them.”

THE LEGISLATURE placed a
moratorium on new bus purchases in
November 1976 when handicapped per-
sons raised a civil rights-type issue,
contending all vehicles should be
accessible to them. .

‘Two or three legislati\ve attempts to
set standard¢ “niled, Kirksey recalled,
including oi.¢ vhich fell to Gov. Wil-
liam Milliken's veto.

The bill passed last week requires
that:

eAll line haul (large) buses be
equipped with lifts for wheelchairs.
SEMTA officials place the cost of
these lifts at $10,000 apiece. Affected

~ Area residents win
~ grants for research

Contracts and grants totalling more
than $53.000 have been awarded for
research projects led by area resi-
dents working at Wayne State
University.

An §18.271 contract amendment
from the U.S. Navy will provide con-
tinuing support for an investigation
into the effects of radio frequency
radiation on the growth and reproduc-
tion of mice, The work is being done
under the direction of Associate Prof.
James C. Lin of Troy in the depart-
ment of electrical and computer
engineering.

1t is hoped that project results will
advance the current understanding of
radio frequency interaction with the
tuman body and provide scientific
data for establishment of realistic
safety standards.

Michigan's Office of Highway Safety
Planning awarded the civil engineer-
ing department two grant renewals
totaling $35,145 for continuation of traf-
fic engineering and gafety seminats
for specified audiences. Those efforts
are led by Associate Professor Tapan
K. Datta of Troy.

Helping the state’s traffic engineers
and technicians to provide increased
safety, economy and efficiency on
Michigan roadways is the object of one

series, funded with an $18,875 grant

renewal,

The other $16,270 is for a series of
seminars for-elected officials of local
governments to provide them with
basic background information in traf-
fic engineering and safety. -

will be a total of 181 buses for which
SEMTA asked federal and state funds
in 1976-77.

-‘eSome small buses for dial-a-ride
services be equipped with wheelchair
devices, though not all. SEMTA must
submit a plan, to be. approved-by the
state_ director of tra show-

James Defebaugh (R-Birmingham),
Richard Fessler (R-Union Lake), Ruth
McNamee (R-Birmingham) and Sal
Rocea (D-Sterling Heights).

Absent were William Keith (D-Gar-

den City) and Joseph Forbes (D-Oak

Park). No Observer & Eccentric area

ing that equal quality service will be
availablé to the handicapped and non-
handicapped alike. Cost of equipping
small buses will be $3,000 apiece, a
SEMTA source said. Some 124 vehicles
are affected. .

‘The bill is to have immediate effect,
as soon as it reaches Milliken's desk
and he signs it, as expected.

THE SENATE passed the bill April
2 on a 27-8 vote. Supporting it was
Sen. Daniel- Cooper (D-Oak Park),
whose district includes Southfield and
Farmington, -

Opposed - were Sens. Donald E.
Bishop (R-Rochester), whose district
includes Birmingham, northwest Troy
and West Bloomfield, and R. Robert *
Geake (R-Northville), whose district
irnn“liud& Plymouth, Livenia and Red-
ford.

Absent and not voting were Senate
Majority Leader William Faust (D-
Westland), whose district includes
Garden City and Canton, and Sen. Bill

opposed the bill.

EXPLAINING his no vote, Geake
said the bill “would add $10,000 to the
cost of every line haul bus purchased,
-but it wouldn't soive the problem of
the handicapped who can’t get from
their homes to the bus stops. -

“I favored putting lift equipment on
dial-a-ride buses, which go to handi-
capped persons’ doors.

“It's a bad use of taxpayers’ rmFey
to uire equipment on every line
teul B, said Geke, adding that it

~would raise the price of buses about 10

per cent and thus reduce the numbers.
of buses which could be purchased by
ahout 10 per cent.

MARVIN MELTZER, SEMTA’s
director of public affairs, said the new’
law will alfect only new
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financed by grants from fiscal 1976-77.
It would not affect existing buses or
those ordered before the moratorium
took effect. '
SEMTA currently. has 200 large

S. Huffman (D-Madison), whose dis-” buses and 111 small ones (including
trict includes southeast Troy. those in Birmingham's and Redford’s

The house passed the bill April 20, dial-a-ride programs). About one-third
858. Supporters included Reps. John of thoses small buses are *‘wheelchair
Bennett (D-Redford), Thomas Brown accessible.” Only two large ones have
(D-Westland), Kirksey, Robert Law lifts—both for a Macomb County pro-

(R-Livonia), Roy Smith (R-Ypsilanti),
Wilbur Brotherton  (R-Farmington),

gram used exclusively by the handi-
capped.

somerset mall

Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy
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‘We deliver to Detroit and all Suburbs

To help you remember. ..

not to forget!

Say: “Happy Mothers Day”

Say “Happy
Mother's Day with a
. beautifully arranged

basket of carefully
selected fresh fruits
and assorted sweets
and snacks. Add
wine too, if you fike.

From

$15.95

LIQUOR ~ WINE L CHAMPAGNES

009

During
Our
Spring
Celebration

Spring is back, and we're celebrating
* by giving you a colorful rosebush or
your choice of a Dracaena or
Philodendron houseplant. All you do
is deposit $50 in a new or existing
savings account and take your pick.
It's a great way to brighten your home
and start your savings growing. The
Regular Savings Account pays 5%%
annual interest from day of deposit to
day of withdrawal, so you're earning
money every day. Whichever plant
you pick, it'll lift your spirits while
you start saving for a brighter
tomorrow.

Our Spring Celebration begins May
1 and runs as-long as the supply of
rosebushes and houseplants lasts. The
free offer is limited to one rosebush

' Helping You Build A Bﬁghle} Tomorrow :
METROPOLITAN SAVINGS
Open All Day Saturdays (Except Downtown Detrol)' Member FSLIC

 Céntral Phone 851:5300. Northwestern-Middle Belt/Van Dyke-23 Mile/Southfield-14 Mile/ Tel-Twelve
‘Mall/Greenfield-9. Mile/Van Dyke-Hall Road/Coolidge-Sherwood/Rochester R{Jad-A_ubUfnlWﬁt
Wi e H; Mil 3 8 . R o

/Cadilfac Square’: ;

or one houseplant per customer.
Sorry, gifts cannot be mailed.
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