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By CRAIG PIECHURA
a_narcotics officer uses the
“word “do,” he isn't talking about your
Hair style.
Normally, the word “do” means
e action. But, toa narcotics officer,
*d" means making an arrest. And
~~wwhen narcotics officers talk about the
wusorth of an informant, they talk about
:NT]: many people that informant can

“We might pick a guy up for dealing
"“a relatively small amomnt, or he's

B&E’s,” explained Lt. Alfred Laatz,
'Fchief of the Wayne County Sheriff's
Metro Squad. *A lot of them say right
off, ‘I don't want to go to jail,  want to
’“halp myself.’ That's the term they use.
} “So, we say to them, ‘Who can you
do?" If he agrees to work with us, we'll
Qn—mu secure a warrant on him so we
} have a hammer if he gets cold feet
ater on in the game.”
.Contrary to many people's pre-
conceived notion, the police get the
best of the arrangement between narc
and snitch.

An informant is only useful as long
-t as he’s producing solid information or
- introducing undercover cops to high-

level dealers.

.
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IF HE PERFORMS his job well, the
informant may get charges against

Wayne County Commissioner
Thomas Presnell, head of a task force
formed to deal with the Metropolitan
Airport parking problem, has called
for full report on plans for increased
parkmg at the airport.

Presnell, who proposed the task
e, asked the County Road Commis-
sion which operates the facility, to
“isubmit a comprehensive report by
43 May 15,

._Presnell  (D-Wesiiand) said the
report is the first step in implementing
his resolution requesting that the pas-
bility of proviing temperary satel-
lite parking areas for air travelers
during the Christmas-Easter travel
crunch be studied He suggested that
. shiuttle bus service be provided from
the parking areas which could be
located on public or private property.

him dropped or reduced, or he'll be
given probation after his conviction,
according to Laatz.

The judge, not the police depart-
ment, makes that determination,
Laatz added.

“The court makes us establish an
informant’s reliability,” Laatz said.
“Otherwise we could run rampant and
finger anybody by saying an informant
provided the information. But, if we
prove that the person is providing us
with reliable information, the judge is
usually pretty cooperative.”

Not just anyone can decide to
become an informant, accordmg to
Laatz. Only those charged in non-vio-
lent crimes—like breaking and enter-
\ing or sale of small amounts of

re given a chance to negotiate
ap]ea or are paid for information.

And, Laatz says, it is “strictly ver-
boten" for a narcotics officer to hand

make on the police are surprising,
Laatz said.

Many are disappointed they can't
sample the pick of confiscated drugs.
Others try without success to obtain
new identities or get a handgun from
the department for *‘protection.”

IF THOSE goodies are prohibited,
then what's in it for the informant?

 Parking plan prodded

ito ease Metro squeeze

“We need to know what is being
done to prevent a recurrence of the
traffic jams which choked the airport
last Christmas and Easter,” Presnell
said. .

“For instance,” he said, ‘“last
December, the sheriff’s department
ticketed 300 improperly parked cars
and ordered 30 cars towed away in just
one night. This occurred ‘after’ the
airport opened an additional 1,000
space employees' parking lot to the
public.

““The situation is not going to get any
better when you consider the increase
in low-budget flights and government
predictions that by the end of the cen-
tury the number of air passengers
arriving’ and leaving Metro could
climb to 33 million per year.”
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Drug snitches sing to save skins

Up to $250, depending on the amount
of drugs involved, or the risk taken by
the informant. _

Once an inl’ormant ‘starts
introducing narcotics o(ﬁeers to deal-
ers or making drug buys under sur-
veillance, he becomes a “ispecial
employae * Although not .on the
weekly payroll, informants are:issued
Wayne County payroll checks” when
they come through for the pnlloe.

Those attracted to inform out of
revenge aren't used, says Laatz,
bemuse revenge clouds lhelnper-

ion.

“Generally we won't work" ,wnh
them,” Laatz said “You have 10 be
very careful because emotions are
involved. They may not be entirely
truthful. They just want to get back at
the guy because he doesn’t like the
way he’s treating his sister or maybe
he owes him momey. We can’t have

THE DRUGS narcotics officers are
working hardest to intercept, Laatz
said, are Asian herion, South Ameri-
can cocaine and bathtub Phencyclidine
(PCP).

In the suburbs, cocaine and PCP use
is staggering, said Laatz, over-
shadowed only by marijuana.

Because the department has a lim-
ited budget to spend on drug buys,
Laatz said they must use their money
wisely. “You could spend $20,000 on
one deal,"” he said.

For that reason the department usu-
ally steers away from busting persons
selling a pound or two of mamuana

“It's a question of priority,” Laatz
said,

"Unless we're talking 50 to 100
pounds of marijuana, 1 don't have the
time or manpower to do it. We're not
going to spend a lot of money on it and
tie that money up in a court case when
there’s people selling quantities of
heroin or cocaine at the same time.”
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Consumers Power
and solarenergy.

We believe that solar energy has a great deal of potential “down the
road.” One of my jobs as an Energy Management Engineer is to study
that road and monitor the growing number of solar heating installations
and activities here in Michigan and around the country.

Utilities. generally. are learning more about how the sun'’s energy can
power our tomorrows. Nationally. 150 utility companies are sponsoring
486 solar energy projects.

This year. Consumers Power contributed substantially to The Electric
Power Research Institute. an organization that studies a variety of energy
sources including solar. And we expect this research to pay off.

Consumers Power Company intends to keep up with this developing
and promising technology. And we will keep our customers informed

of the advancements of solar power as an energy
source for homes and industry in Michigan.

“TEN THOUSAND WORKING PEOPLE
BRINGING ENERGY T0 YOU.”
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General Energe Management Engineer
General Oifice. Jackson

Solar Installatign
Fedvral Building. Saginaw




