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Rock n’ mime road show
will be documented

By CORINNE ABATT

Blake Simmons discovered he can't
drop the Friends Roadshow, subject of
his recent photography exhibit at the
Ed Gray Gallery.

Simmons, who has been making a
living as a leathercraftsman, started
taking pictures in 1970 when he was in
‘Troy High Schoo] working on the year-
book and the student newspaper.

The Friends Roadshow, and Jango
Edwards of Livonia who originated the
idea of the clown and mime spoofs,
have so captivated Simmons that he
plans to follow the show throughout
Europe and North Africa this summer.

SIMMONS’ PHOTOGRAPHS at the
gallery were shown along with circus
puppets made by Marie Ferrini. The
two had previously shown their leather
work under the name, Cat Dancers
Leather, at many area art shows and
festivals.

He and Miss Ferrini will be design-
ing and making costumes while they
tour with the Friends Roadshow. How-
ever, Simmons also plans to document
his adventures with camera and diary
to have a complete photo journal
account.

During June some 60 groups of
mimes, clowns, actors and entertai-
ners will be i imull

them when they play on the Mediterra-
nean coast in Tunisia and North Africa
at an art colony.

NEXT SUMMER, the Friends Road-
show will return to Ann Arbor for a
two-month engagement. When the
show played for four days in Rome
last summer, the cast was overjoyed
to learn that the Rtalian director, Fred-
erico Fellini, attended all the perform-
ances and later told Edwards he was
the greatest clown in the world.

Edwards is scheduled to teach mime
at the University of Stockholm for a
month before the Amsterdam run.

Simmons, who shares Fellini's
enthusiasm for Edwards’ work said,
“He's a genius and his work fascinates
me. I'm totally behind the group, it's
5o refreshing to see them.”

Simmons’ photographs in the Ed
Gallery show, (a few are still there)
are the work of a photographer who
understands and deals in fantasy. He
is tuned in mentally to the antics—
some ribald, some pure humor—of the
clowns and mimes.

Simmons said he went to Europe
last year with the specific goal of vis-
iting the Salvador Dali museum in
Spain.

1 have always been captivated by
surrealism,” he said.

His photographs of the Friends

ously in the Netherlands under the all-
encompassing name, “Festival of
Fools.”

Simmons will stay with Edwards’
show in Amsterdam and continue with

evidence that
interest. He likes to use a fisheye lens
which distorts, particularly at the
edges of the photograph. He likes to
work with infra-red film and some-
times finishes his work in sepia.
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Blake Simmons of Tréy will travel with the
Friends Roadshow in Europe this summer and
decument his experiences with a photo-jour-
nal. (Photo by Cvnthia Abatt)

Fancy This proudly presents their fourth
annual ART FAIR. Originally started to give
unknown but very talented local artisans "=
an opportunity to present their wares. This ART

FAIR!

year, owner Bunny Davis boasts eighteen
different artists from the various media:
pen and ink, jewelry, soft sculpture, pho-
tography, ceramics, weaving and more.
Also slated to be at the happening is Mike
0 Mara with the Pretgelman Street Band
and the people from Sun Ray health foods
of Warren. All of this can be found on the
sloping grounds of Fancy This. Scheduled
1o take place May 13 and May 14 from

uBERTY BELL

Declare 10:30 to 4:30. It is Mothers Day weekend;
. bring the entire family out and spend the
financial atterhoon. i
independence. Fancy This
Take stockin America. 29229 Northwestern Highway
Buy US. Savings Bonds.

357-3555

OPEN MOTHER’S DAY

DINNER

12 NOON TO 8 P.M.

s
it for immediate cash, We purchase
fine gems, Diamonds, and Gold
Jewelry.

A service to private owners, banks,

C and estates.

Norman Allan
GComil

30400 TELEGRAPH ROAD SUITE 134
BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 48010
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Summer Doy Camp

REAR ENDS

- Levis - Wrangler -
- Faded G'Ol'y - Bloo;;ﬂi‘ls(:’l}lills

25% off ' 3
THURS-FRI-SAT ONLY

Woodward at Square Lake Road
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— Jeans & Casual Wear —
— For Men & Women —

for Children Ages 3-8 o Sisley
Mother-Toddler 18-36 mos. e Sassoon
Round trip transportation available. o Male
State licensed Hot lunches .
Certified teachers Field trips  Ditto
Also Accepting * Rose Hips
Applications For
~ 1978 school year f
29919 at Inkster - Applegate Square,

353-4353
HOURS: MUN, THURS, FRI 10-8 TUES, WED, SAT 10-5

851 - 4666
4230 Middlebelt at Long Lake - W. Blfd.

Introducing
- The Ann Personm™

LEISUREWEAR COLLECTION

128 S. Woodward _ Downtbn Birmingham _844-8828

TRIKAw

Distinctive Gifts:
* Brass,-Copper, Silver o Classic Cars

* Antique Ivory * Contemporary Art
® Persian . Far and

Near
s ' Eastern
ol RO) - Haitian

All items for sale.

TRIKA INTERNATIONAL GALLERIES

1140 N. Telegraph Rd., Dearborn

Distinctive Gallery:

Work

(313)_562-2300"
Hours 10 fo 5, Tuesday thro Salurday
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save i
energy

Leave your fireplace
damper open in

the summer.

Itis a heat-escape
vent and you'll lose

For at-home or on-the-town. A super wearable collection
for lazy days, sweet dreams or evenings out. Super sew
them yourself in our scrumptious fabrics. We've got a
special book and classes to tell you how! Come in or °
call today.

© Stretch & Sew. lnc . 1978

4/2-Hour Sessions — $12.00 (Basic 8 is not a requirement)

s Woters Dy
upwards. But be is May 14 Wednesdays — 7:00 p.m. . . .starting May 17th
sure the damper Fing gold and diamond Fridays — 9:30 a.m. . . .starting May 19th

is never left open Sewelrv especially
in cold weather, for Mom

s BTT-87117

‘®Mother's Rings

. The shops of #2
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T StretCh & Sew Walton-Pierce
) ) (us; ;; :;;Zw») North America’s Fabric & Sewing Center 16828 Kercheval = Grosse Pointe

38503 W. 10 Mile Road In the Freeway Shopping Center Farmington 2851 Somerset Mall + Troy
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