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EMarie do

“Way down in Louisiana where the
black trees grow,
Lived a voodoo lady named Marie

Laveau;

She had a black cat tooth and a mojo
bone,

And snyone who saw her belter’d
leave her alore.”

- So go the opening lines from a nov-
elty song of a few years ago.

Although she was neither the first
non the lfast of the voodoo queens ‘of
New Orleans, Marie Laveau was cer-
tainly one of the most interesting leg-
endary figures of that area.
wiThe real Marie Laveau (rhymes
with “grow™), was a free mulatto
wotnan born February 2. 1827. By the
time she was 15, she had established
ber reputation as a *‘conjure woman."
It was not much later in life that she
became known as lhe undisputed

“Queen of the Voodoos.™

There were no Protestant churches

in New Orleans in the early days.
“Nearly all of the people there, both
:black and white, were Roman Catho-
c. Marie was baphmd Catholic,. and
+combined all the color and pageantry
»of the Catholic church with the ancient
s voodoo rituals her forefathers had
s brought with them from Africa.
. hOnce a year, at midnight on June
'24 (St. John's Eve), Marie and her
friends held an elaborate ceremony in
the swamp near New Orleans.

It was supposed to be secret,

but

that she do so well

voodoo

“How much risk you're willing to
take is one of the two factors that
should determine when you plant frost-
sensitive plants,” says Ceel Van Den
Brink, Michigan State University
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Marie invited newspaper reporters,
artists, politicians, and the like to
attend these productions. And they did
so, though usually they were masked
or disguised.

As a voodoo lady, Marie dealt in
charms: Charms to protect the bearer
from evil. love charms, charms for
health, and even charms for venge-
ance upon enemies.

To this day, local museums proudly
display her gris-gris bags (little red
bags filled with mixtures of herbs,
roots, and mysterious kinds of dust-
like particles).

Marie is buried in the old St.Louis
cemetery on Basin Street. Her neat
brick tomb bears the following
usmptmn “Famille Vve. Paris, nee
Laveau.”

But even today m New Orleans, {and
sometimes in Detroit), a few chicken
‘bones placed on a doorstep, a strange
looking powder sprinkled on a door silt
or a cross mark drawn in oil on the|
casing reminds us of Marie Laveau

and her gris-gris bags. 5o long ago.
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Celebrating opening our 2nd store — in Toledo
Take advantage of one more week of discounts on

every ifem in the store. Enjoy iremendous selection of
rugs, carpets, wall hanglngs Special orders carry sale

ea' Carpéts and yugy

Woodward at 11% Mie.........

One more week!

STOREWIDE
SALE!

Need Help Getting Up Out Of Your Chair?

“The other is where you live. This
determines the average date of the
last frost and the probability of frost
on any given date.”

According to a chart of frost proba-
bilities around the state, based on 45
years of weather records, the average
date of the last frost in the metropol-
itan Detroit are is May 3. On that date,
there is still a 50 per cent chance. The
likelihood decreases after that time,
until by May 18, there is only a 10 per
cent chance that frost will occur.

“‘Gardeners need to be familiar with
information on the likelihood of frost
s0 they can make informed decisions
about when to plant,” Van Den Brink
says. “Knowing that there’s a 50 per
cent chance of frost and deciding to
risk a few plants is a lot different from
not knowing and planting and losing
your whole crop.”

Planting by the calendar provides no
guarantees, of course. Van Den Brink
points out that the state is always set-
ting new weather records. A frost in
mid-June in southern Michigan is not
Tikely, but it is possible. &

“Gardeners who get the plammg
bug early, would be wise to concentrate
on cool weather crops like cabbage,

VMCCA
Birmingham

SPC“ TODAY through SUNDAY...

Salute to the FORD MOTOR CAR COMPANY - 75th Year at
The Pontiac Mali, Telegraph & Elizabeth Lake Roads in
Waterford Township. Daily 9:30-9, Sunday 11-6.

broceoli, lettuce, peas, onions and
other crops that can tolerate frost and
cool temperatures,” Van Den Brink
suggests, “If they think the possible
benefits are worth the risk. they may
go ahead and set out a few tomatoes or

peppers or plant a couple rows of corn,
but they shouldn't be mrpnsed to lose
itall to frost.”

Chance of frost is still strong

Covering a few plants to protect
them from frost is another possl ity.
This may enable them to survive, but
it may not guarantee early production.
Though they may blossom, tomatoes
will not set fruit when temperatures
are below 50 degrees F. Beating the
odds against survival does not neces-
sarily mean an early harvest.

Pool safety topic of county session

‘The Oakland County Health Division
will offer a two-hour seminar for pool
owners at 7 p.m. May 17 in the South
Oakland Health Center, 27725 Green-
field in Southfield.

‘Topics to be discussed will include
local building code requirements, pool

Lawn Tractors
181011 HP eicticstan Synchvo-Balanced Biggs and

equipment and health and safety. A
question and answer session will be
conducted.

For more information call 4247063
or 424-7098 between 8:30 and 10 am.
Monday through Friday.

of 36 0 42" side or rear uxscnavge mawers. Foramal "
and medium size lawns.

Garden Tractors B
« Bigger tractors for larger lawns and gasdens. » Choice of ¥
81016 HP Konler cast ron engines. » Selection of manual

o

oflawn and

Estale Size Garden Tractors
. |0-speed lkgear ransmvission an 199 HP four cyinder
el. D-250. » Automatic transmission standard of i
R8O NP tain cylinder models. » Hydraulic lft anard 3
for attachments. » Wide selection of heavy duty lawnand g
garden attachments.

Free Dump Cart Offer] Getafree S.5 cu. . »

cu mp car
1$160.00 value") with the puschase of any
new garden tractor.
> *Manutacturer s Suggested Retai Prce.

Ofer good.
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Farmington

Andersons Vehicle Sales
34600 W. Eight Mile Rd.
Pontiac
Mr. Mower of Farmington  King Bros.
2391 Pontiac Rd.

Mitford
28859 Orchard Lake Rd.

Pontiac

Toms Hardware

905 Orchard Lake Ave.

Mittord

Bickford Home & Auto
405 N. Main

Southtield
Mr. Mower of Southfield
28879 Sreenfield Rd.

The Shaeffer Elevator Chairs enable you 10 stand on

your own wvmom assistance. Their saals slowly lift you
a standing -position by the pressing of a button and

men il Sarehy Tower you back into these comlona

Tha Shaoter Gecti: Crairs aro qualy buit and are
avaiablo in a 1007 nylon scoichgurded fabric

9ok o groon. A recining char e oo avasabio
b ey

These custom buit chairs can be saen in your home
o in our showsoom. Plaase call for an appointment so
e can help you 1o belp yoursaf. Femambar (o ask
about Medicare Coverage.

FORDSON PHARMACY

Surgical Supply Center

15044 MICH. AVE. DEARBORN
3 Blocks East of Greenfield
Phone, 584-6640

Ask About Medicare Coverage For Arthritis, Back Problems, Etc.

Q&E
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AMF American
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Savings up to $150 during this Speclal Salel
All trampolines are sold diract from the factory.
Buy it off the truck. No long walts lor dullvery

« Fun for the whole famlly

* 3models. avallahl;;

* Allmodels conform to ASTM safety standards

. Comtlsle ‘with safety frame pads )
o hﬂ‘; Qualitied Jumpers will demonstrate.
K"m G ¥

Amex l'rampullne Sales Co.
25191 Northwestern at 12 Mile
In the Frankiin Shopping Plaza

American Athietic
Equipment

358-0550

'WHEEL HORSE
lawn & garden tractors

MEMORIAL DAY SPECIAL!

ONLY AT THOMAS CAN YOU BUY THIS UMBRELLA SET
AT THIS UNBELIEVABLY LOW PRICE!

42" WROUGHT IRON TABLE, 4 CHAIRS,
PLUS 7 FOOT CRANK-LIFT UMBRELLA

5218

Thomas Furniture brings you sale savings on this exclu-
sive 6-piece wrought iron umbrella set right when you'll
enjoy it most! Choose cool evhite or sunny yellow rust-

resistant frame finishes. The umbrella is available in
‘yellow/white or fern green/white

Dellvery within 25

«mile radius of store
guaranteed by Memorial
Day as long as stock
lasts. If we over-sell,
we will special order

at these prices.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 18%8

Terrace shell availabl
Seaypads available.

Choice of convenient

Thomas credit plan,
! Master Charge or Visa

N




