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Thursday, May 11, 1978

Show’s sets, costumes challenge imagination

By ETHEL

The Birmingham Village Players
has always gone all out creating cos-
tumes and sets for its productions. But
“The Secret Affairs of Mildred Wild™
has got to be the most challenging.

The show runs Friday and Saturday
and also May 1820 at the playhouse at
Chestnut and Hunter.

A comedy in three acts by Paul Zin-

* del, “Mildred Wild" stars Helen Par-

rish as a female Walter Mitty. She
lives in incredibly cluttered quarters
behind a candy store, during the 1350s.

Her brass bed, covered with a
purple satin spread and heart-shaped
pillow, is her throne for dreaming
about being the famous movie stars
she reads about in fan magazines.

The special effects include blinker
lights that flash and wmusic that lets
the audience know a dream sequence
is about to occur. And Mildred's
dreams are the wildest.

- HIGHLIGHT OF the show has got to
be a sequence where Mildred becomes
a sarong-clad Dorothy Lamour, who
gets grabbed by King Kong. Before all
this happens, there’s a volcano erup-
tion. ard all the boxes piled high on
shelves along one wall of Mildred's
bedroom come tumbling down.

Dave Zeese. longtime Village Play-
ers set designer, has come up with the
fantasy setling that is Mildreds bed-
room, plus the props forfantasies she
finds herself dreaming.

Theater

—_—

Zeese made the King Kong creature,
a gorilla who required 40 yards of
shiny black, handcut fabric strips.
King Kong is 12 feet high, and that's
with only the upper half of his torso
visible.

During the Dorothy Lamour dream
sequence, King Kong rises from
behind the bed and his arms encircle
the. heroine by coming around the
sides of the stage.

“It takes three people to manipulate
the gorilla,” Zeese said, “one raising
him on a pulley system and one on
each amm.”

AS IF THIS weren't enough, just
before meeting Kong, Ms. Parrish as
Mildred has to make a quick change
that gets her out of her ratty bathrobe
and from under a hair dryer.

Under the bathrobe is the Dorothy
Lamour sarong, and Ms. Parrish
wears 2 long brunette wig that must
fall down when a Sabu-like native boy
pulls her away from the dryer and off
with the robe.

Said Don Nagel, who designed all
costumes, “With all the activity, we
gll):’tlmuwilmesamngwillbe

re.”

In another sequence, Mildred
becomes Vivian Leigh as Scarlett

O'Hara. For this, Ms. Parrish wears
the most expensive costume ever done
for a Village Players production.

“The Scarlett O'Hara dress is all
embroidered organdy ruffles from the
waist to the floor. It cost $85, which is
alot when you consider most costumes
we make cost $5 or $6,” Nagel said.

‘The skirt of Scariett O’Hara’s dress
has a hoop that is so large a big pulley
drops it on her, backstage.

THERE ARE MANY complete cos-
tume changes during the show, and
even the longest of these takes only 90
seconds. Each change requires wig,
costume and shoes for Mildred. Three
dressers work with her, one for each
function.

In one sequence, the costume change
is so fast Ms. ish requires a
double, to run across the stage. Mak-
ing fast changes often is facilitated by
having the performers wear more than
one costume at a time.

“I have a gold lame Jean Harlow
dress under a housedress and a robe,
for a quick change,” Ms. Parrish said.

Margaret Remondino, who makes
the costumes for Village Players
shows, made all the costumes espe-
cially for “Mildred Wild" except for a
romper suit Jo Ewald wears in a
“Good Ship Lollipop” sequence, which
came from Ms. Remondino’s own cos-
tume collection, and Mildred's beat-up
old bathrobe, actually an old one of
Margaret's,

Nagel said, “We couldn't find a

bathrobe in bad enough shape, and
finally Margaret came up with this old
one she had just thrown out. We're
going to dye it purplish because purple
is Mildred's color.”

As Ginger Rogers, Mildred appears
in a white chiffon dress with feather
boa. Ms. Parrish rehearsed the dance
number for this sequence, using a
gt?:te of draped fabric to simulate the

ALTHOUGH MS. Parrish has not
done a lot of shows before and very
little singing or dancing, she had no
trouble with her lines and was not wor-
ried about the musical numbers,
except for the Ginger Rogers one.

“I'm not supposed to be good,” she
explained, between swaying in that
special Ginger Rogers fashion. “I'm
schlumpy Mildred from Greenwich
Village.”

But Ms. Parrish is practicing those
steps. “I like to do things well, and
make them look bad.”

Al Ratcliffe, who plays Mildred’s
husband, the e lead, is Fred
Astaire during the Ginger Rogers
sequence., He must go from a pair of
pajamas to a cutaway in 45 seconds.

“The shirt, vest, tie and wing collars
are all sewn together,” Nagel said.
“It's open down the back, and zips
w.”

ACTOR BORIS Sellers has a lot of
parts and costume changes during the
show, three of these s girls. In one
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number he wears three-inch high-heel
gold pumps.

“His wife walked out during rehear-
sal. She couldn't take it,” Nagel said.
Sellers works for the Detroit Institute
of Arts, and 21 secretaries from the
museum are coming to see him in the

w.

Helen Parrish works as coordinator
of services at the Community House in
Birmingham. The Senior Men's Club is
always invited to dress rehearsal, and
70 men and their wives were looking
forward to watching Ms. Parrish at
that rehearsal Tuesday night.

Set designer Dave Zeese went to
great lengths to provide the old nos-

talgia in Mildred's environment. The
mirror of her varity table is adorned
with old magazome photos of the stars
she dreams about, and many of these
pictures are from the collections of
area film buffs.

“We have a few pictures that are so
special, we're only going to put them
out each night before the show, and
take them down afterward. We don’t
dare let anything happen to those pic-
tures,” Zeese said

THE SET includes peeling, flowered
wallpaper, which in reality is designs
stenciled on brown paper bags.
Shelves are piled high with old boxes
and magazines.
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BAVARIAN VILLAGE Banquet Facilities

MOTHER’S DAY SPECIAL
COMPLETE TURKEY DINNER
$725
Children's Menu Available

OPEN MONDAY FOR LUNCH AND DINNER
27331 W. FIVE MILE. CORNER OF INKSTER
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Appearing...May 15 - 20

RODNEY
DANGERFIELD
Fith LORIJACOBS
APPEARING NEXT...

*Nancy Wilson
MAY 22.27

«Jimmie Rodgers
MAY 29-JUNE 3

Tina Turner
JUNE5-10

RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED 593-1234 S
Hyatt Regency Dearborn

THO PERFORMANCES HIGHTLY Mo thru Thurs. 8 and 10:30 PJK.
Fir.3nd Sat= 9 and 1130 P cLuB
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Open Mother’s Day
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CHINESE BUFFET

noon - 8 p.m.

SHANGRI LA WEST

Restaurant & lounge
Tetegraph Rd. N. of Square Lake Rd.

Q&E

against inflation with
the greatest vacation
value in the universe

PAY 7-STAY'11
Sy | I

& Waterfront Tower Suites - FREE

Once again, in 1978
spAHarbor Island Spa wins
M the battle of Spa Wars

Special Low Rates

Join us Sunday < R
for Mother’s Day |jgg| (101 Md&%
RESTAURANT Anyway you say it...
4343 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD Remember Mom
Pine Loke Mall 851-5540 ,
Your Host: Kin Ming Chin on Mother’s Day
Your Hosts: Kin Ming Chin — Dixon Chin — Ben Chin
Open Mos. thruThurs. 13-4 p m.; Fo. &S at 111 a.m.: Sen. 1211 p.em.
CUISI
Family Dinners » Fun Drinks
OPEN MOTHER'S DAY AT 1 pm.
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED
’ 6892332
SNEEKER’S PREVIEW e e
« LIP SMACKERS (Opposit Troy Hiton)
THE WORKS « ‘WICH AND BREW + SALAD PATCH R o 4
And lots more of the Cood Stutf

easy listening music * live nightly

FRE INCLUBES ALL MEALS e DAILY MASSAGE

TENNIS (day or nite) ® BOLF (3 times - 515 weekly)
NITELY DANCING & ENTERTAIMENT e EVERY RESORT
FACILITY o MEN'S and WOMENS HEALTH 8PAS

HARGGR 1sLAND SPA

MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 33141

CALL7R:t1-800-327-7510

*Main bulding rates average as low a5 $2675 caily ser person obl ot
ased on an T1 - day stay °r L4 LY ROOAMS

Martinez

FiNE MEXSCAN. FOOO

Enchiladas
Quesadillas
Burrites
Taquites

PONTIAL

Sunday
Monday thru Friday ~ Saturday and Sunday
§:00 p.m. till 2:00 a.m.  1:00 p.m. till 2:00 a.m.
Located off Walnut Lake Rd.
on Drake Rd. just 2-1/2 miles
west of Orchard Lake Rd.
661-0262  Little Sneecker's Welcome

Sneeker's Banquet Facilities
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MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH
with special hours and a
flower for Mom
(Courtesy Moss-Lapinski Florists)

MAY 14, 11 to 6 p.m.
Brunch includes: Quiche Lorraine, Eggs, Break-
fast Meats, Beef Tips, Chicken 'n Dumplings,
Paslries, and much more. _
Try our new Luncheon Smorgasbord added
upon your request in addition fo our luncheon
menu

.
BEN'S BULL PEN RESTAURANT
2375 Joslyn Court
Take 175 to Josiyn Exi, then 3 Mies noah.
Reservations accepted 391-3200
Lunch: Tues thru Fri. 11:30-5 pm
Dinner: Tues. thru Thurs. 5-10 pm

CHIPPED porcelain can be made to look
like the original with u commereial gluze.
Apply several thin coats. Allow to dry
between applicitions. Wipe off excess with
denatured alcohol. Like to see results? Try
an Observer & Eccentric Classified Ad to
bug. sell or rent.

The
Sussex
Experience

Once a year we
Open on Sunday. . .

only on Mother’s Day!

MOTHER'S DAY DINNER SPECIAL!
[Turkey & sage dressing 3659)
White fish.....

Prime rib or steak

Dinner includes juice or soup, tossed salad,
baked potato, beverage, bread & rolls. Chil-
dren’s portion available.

Please call for reservations.
Mother's Day hours;
12 noon to 8 p.m.

Sussex: House
19701 W. 12 Mile Aoad

(ust East of Evergreen)

HOTEL

Rinasley Inn

For Your
Dining Pleasure!

We invite you to experience dining at its
tiiest. Our meau is designed fo salisty
your unque taste vath the finest of foods.
For exquistte aining in a gracious atmas-
phere. be our guest.

* Complimentary Hors D'Oeuvres With Dinner.
* Soup & Salad Bar Included With Every Entree
FOR RESERVATIONS AND EASY TO FOLLOW

y pirections CALL 353-8144

Located in the

Dinuer Hrs.:

Tuew, thru Sat.
from 5:30 p.m.

Bidg.,

Center,

Lunch: 1Mon. thru St

o 3 pan,

Sidiwn" salad, Bodega dressing. a pot of
gegayiolls and bread.

Breakfast

style too, in our beautiful Hilton
Ballroom, brunch for a
queen from 10 A.M. to
2 PM. $5.95adults and

1t's her day, so start it off extra special with
breakfast in our “Park” that surrounds our
indoor pool, where we'll serve a breakfast
to remember from 8 A.M. to noon.

Brunch
Maybe brunch is her style. It's our

both in the superb Jolly Miller

Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet | €

or party. Call us today. Our experienced staff,

headed by Mr. Frank and Mr. Rino, will personally

oversce all arrangements and détails.

b
s Carry-outs on Chinese food Closed Mondays‘ are recuired.
CHINESE; LUNCHEON 11 AM.3P.M. Plymouth SMILE & NORTHVILLEROADS
JAPANESE: L‘%\T;?HE?;H _‘_1 Anu‘a,z P.MP.. BE‘NNER 58:30 P.M., Y H'lf call (313) 459.4500
i 1 . - FRL " TIL 10:30 PM. . FOR MEETINGS AND
v.nu.:wnradl ;:.‘.‘ﬁiﬁlnlfi illﬂkr Roud ) [ 16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA . l:: ) BANQUET PLANNING
644-1400 564-5 144 PO Sl indi —t :
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SEXOTIC COCKTAILSe

Fri. & Sat. 5-12 midnight ® Sun. 11-4 p.m.
\ Vsa & Mastercharge Y,
) ) v Refvoswelyf A Yvstorsy
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@ CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOOD b
JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE

$4.50 for children.

Lunch or Pinner

The special day

becomes even more

special with lunch or dinner or

Restaurant. We'll be serving

everything from Prime Rib to Seafood
Newberg and Pork Roast too. Every detail will .

be inplace to make the day and meal extra special.

From 12:30 BM. to 7:00 PM. $9.95 adults and $7.95 for
children (children under 3, free). No reservations
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