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Franklin

couple

celebrate 60th

anniversary

By JOE MARTUCCI

‘When it comes to having roots in the
community, Art and Cora Kreger of
Franklin may hold a record.

The Kregers, possibity Franklin's
best-known couple and the longest con-
tinual residents, last week celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary.

What makes the milestone even
more noteworthy is that the Kregers
still live in the same, immaculate
Greek Revival farmhouse on Scenic
Highway where they began married
life in 1918.

The couple’s roots in Franklin go
back much farther than that, however.

Mrs. Kreger, for example, was born
and raised in the old Shirley Farms
house on Wing Lake Road. Her fore-
fathers were big landholders, owning
much of the land now within village
borders.

Mrs. Kreger's grandmother, Mrs.
John German, was the second owner
of the Daniel Broughton House, where
village offices and the police depart-
ment are now situated. Mrs. Kreger's
mother was married in the parlor of
the house.

‘The Kreger's house is believed to be
130 years old. It was given to then then
newly married couple in 1918 by Mrs.
Kreger's father, C.W. Johston. Both of

,'.he couple’s children were born in the

Dﬁplle its age, the house is a show-
place—a tribute to the care bestowed
on it by the Kregers.

“CONSTRUCTION was my busi-
ness,” said Kreger, who still holds a
builder’s license. “We've been very
careful when we've remodeled the
house or added on to maintain the
same style (of architecture),” he said.

“I've built quite a few homes and [
like rejuvenating places. I'd rather
make a home for somebody than just a

!!!hene 's such a thing as a patriarch
in Franklin, Kreger fits the bill. He
built many of the homes still standing
in the village and has been active in
community organizations.

He was among the founders of the
volunteer Franklin Community Associ-
ation, which was formed before the
village incorparated to give residents
some say in governmental decisions
affecting them.

Simms pilots

Simms Elementary School in South-
field has been chosen to test a pro-
gram to get youngsters to read more.

Reading is Fundamental (RIF),
wsed in schools across the country,
features book-relaled activities and
free distribution of inexpensive paper-
back baoks to students taking part.

The program was kicked off at a stu-
dent-author reception earlier this
month at the Southfield Public
Library. During the reception, parents
were able to view children’s books on
display and pick up more information

The still-vigorous Kreger was hon-
ored recently by community associ-
ation officers, who made him an hon-
orary lifetime member of the civic
organization.

Kreger's been active in the Franklin
Cemetery Association, and he’s still
president of the group’s board of direc-
tors. Founded in 1825, the cemetery
association gave rise to many other
volunteer activities in the village and
also served as the basis for early
social life in the village.

‘The community association, volun-
teer fire department and volunteer
police department were all offshoots of
the cemetery association.

Kreger also served for several years
as village building inspector and, dur-
ing the 1930s, was a member of the
local school board.

In those days, schools were under
county control. Kreger helped set up
the system that allowed Franklin chil-
dren to continue past eighth grade by
paying tuition and attending high
school.in Birmingham.

Kreger’s also been involved in youth
work, serving as president of the Bir-
mingham Hi-Twelve.

BORN in Royal Oak. Kreger moved -

at an early age to his parents’ 90-acre
farm near Maple and Adams in Troy—
where Pembroke school is now.

His grandfather, William Mills,
farmed land that boasted a tollgate at
the comner of Fourteen Mile and Wood-
ward. Every traveller using the road
had to pay two cents.

Although now both in their 80s, the
Kregers have given no thought to mov-
ing to a warmer climate. Their weekly
list of activities includes bowling with
a local church group.

“We like it here,” Kreger said. “I've
always enjoyed changes in the season,
and my wife and I are both perfectly -
happy lu stay here and be a part of
Frankli

“If you think youre young, that's
what's important.”

‘What they miss most from the old
days—when Thirteen Mile was a path
in the forest—is the comradarie and
neighborliness of a farming commu-
nity.

“It was just a beawtiful place to
live,” Kreger said.

RIF program

on the RIF program.

Classes will be visiting the library
regularly during the course of the pro-
gram, including the summer months.
Special buses will pick up children at
Simms and take them to the library
for Summer Reading Club programs
and to circulate books.

RIF is partially funded by toe fed-
eral government which matches funds
put up by the district. Funds in this
case were appropriated by the Simms
Elementary School PTA and toe
Friends of the Southfield Library.
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Bev & Rose

Former owners of Femme Chic
Coitfures would Tike you to
visit their new Salon.

PRIVATE ROOM OF
BEVERLY “B”

in the beautiful Prudential Town
Center Building
Southfield -
Northwestern Hwy. West of Everqreen
on Mezzanine
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STEPHEN-BRUCE LTD.
ANNIVERSARY SALE

READ IT AND REAP

After one year of business in Livonia, Stephen-Bruce Ltd. is happy to announce they are here to stay.
We've proven to the public that you don't have to leave the suburbs to find excellence in men's
fashion or leave the country for that matter. During our Anniversary Sale, we are reducing our prices
impressively in appreciation of your patronage and as an introduction for you to come in and get to

know Stephen-Bruce. An educated consumer is our best customer.

DESIGNER SUITS

Whatever your fashion taste, we have a
suit for you. Make your selections from a
generous variety of specially selected
suitings from the world over. Choose
from such designer names as: Lanvin,
Rubin Bros., Phoenix, Stanley Blacker,
Botany 500 and Groshire. Al elegantly
styled in the most comfortable fabrics
manufactured today. Solids, Stripes,
Plaids and Checks in faghionable colors
to compliment today's well-dressed man.

ORIGINALLY 135 to 5345
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SPORTCOATS & coonnmares
Choose from these designer names: Lanvin,
Hardy Amies, Stanley Blacker, Phoenix and
Botany 500. Patiems and solids in a galaxy
of colors.
FROM $100 1o 5290 20-50% OFF
Assorted styles from Jaymar, Haggar and
Nino Cerrutti. The most respected names in
men’s fashionable trousers. All colors.

FROM $25 1o $47.50 20% OFF
Patterns, solids and checks in 2 large variety
of colors to please the most meticulous of
men. All designer name brands.

FROM s25.00  $990

DRESS SHIRTS suon siceve

Solid and pattemed creations from Damon
and Enro. Styled in conventional and
European failoring. Many colors to choose

VAduEs 10 $16.00 3/$27.90 sgso

CHOOSE FROM QUA SPECIALLY SELECTED GROUPS OF

DESIGNER NAME FOOTWEAR SPORTSHIRTS, JACKETS and TIES
Myl 20 10 50% DFF f’géu“m“slfn_mm SAVE UP TO 500/0
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HUNDREDS OF {TEMS THROUGHOUT OUR STORE




