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She caters to students with special learning needs

Florence Skroll's name is often at
the bottom of a list of last chances for
troubled students.

A private education counselor, Mrs.
Skroll finds schools for students who
need special attention or who can't get *
in the public school system.

They could be kids who would be
helped simply by a change of environ-
ment. They could be gifted students
who need a school that will concen-
trate on their talent.

““This is a service to meet the par-

. ticular needs of an individual child.

‘That’s the point of the service—not
what kind of school, but what kind of
child needs a school,” she said.
+Otherwise, I would have nothing to
offer.”
A licensed p: l worker,

severe reading problems. lplaceﬂ him
in a wonderful school and now he's
ready for the nirth grade. He's devel-
oped a talent in drama and music, so
now [ have to find a school that offers
music and drama and some kind of
remedial reading program.”

The biggest placement problem, she
sgid, is the student who is dependenl
on alcohol or drugs.

“They can't stay in school if they
have that problem,” she said. “There
are a few facilities that can take them,
but for many reasons, the student
doesn't belong in them.

“Sometimes there is a good board-
ing schoo! that will try to work with
the kids on many levels, Other schaals
will just expell them.”

Mrs. SKroll said, the

Mrs. Skroll worked as a child guidance
counslor for the state for 20 years
before she struck out on her own 10
years ago.

“I started this out of necessity,” she
said. “When I was in child guidance
we saw children who we very carefully
studied. When we were through study-
ing them and were ready to make a
recommendation, no one knew any-
thing about the schools avatlab]e,
except through a cold directory.

“I thought we ought to really know
what we are talking about and see
these schools.”

She tried to organize a service like
hers through the state. But when the
department of education decided it
wasn't feasible, she began collecting
the' data that now lines the office in
her Troy home.

Last year, she placed more than 100
students in private schools. She made
four trips out East and saw more than
2 schools.

Her bible is a directory to U.S. pri~
vate schools. The shelves and file cabi-
net brim with information on schools
and the programs they offer.

Mostly, the students Mrs. Skroll
helps are those who aren't making the

de.

“A great number of kids are under-
motivated, underachievers. They have
the potenhal but they are not

achieving.

“They seem to need a much smaller
school, where there is personal knowl-
adge of ‘the youngster.

“Often, they need a neutral environ-
ment, away from home, from parental
nagging, and their peer group.”

Through interviews with the student
and his or her parents, a study of the
student’s background including school
records, tests and problems at birth,
Mrs. Skroll Jocates a school that will
meet the specific needs of the

er.

For example; one student was not -
doing well academically, but was
great in ice hockey. Mrs. Skroll's task
was to find a school that was strong in
education but that also had a good ice
kockey program,

“What you want to do is have a stu-
dent find his area of success, he needs
that for his ego. .

“l had another student who had
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ers problem will clear up once
he's away from home or his secial
environment.
No matter what the problem,
, Mrs. Skroll said she tries'to
find a schoo! that will answer it. -
“Every child is like a book,” she
said. “I have a great deal of com-
passion for kids. We must keep on
trying to find clues to them, to see if
we can hit the right place.
““We need to have a lot of tolerance
for children. We must try and try
again until it works.”

OFTEN, MRS. Skroll is the par-
ente’last try. Most of her referrals
come from child psychiatrists, tutors
or parents who have used her services.

She is not known by the public schoo!
counselors, but recently helped in the
formation of Independent Educational
Counselors Association, a group of
individuals like herself who make their
living by filling a void in the public
educational system.

There are only 47 counselors like
Mrs. Skroll in the country and just two
in Michigan.

Many parents, she said, are
indignant that they have to find and
pay a private counselor to get a good
education for their child.

“They have a- feeling that this
{placement) should be an adjunct to
the board of education,” said Mrs.
Skroll, adding that she agrees.

That it But because it isn't doesn't
mean the service should not be
offered, she said.

An added problem for parents is the
cost of private schools.

“Private schools are very exper
sive. It’s very sad. In many of the
eastern states, if the state cannot pro-

Students join

honors groups

Two Southfield residents were tap-
ped to join academic honors groups
recently at Hillsdale College.

Randall Edwards, son or Mr. and
Mrs. Edgar Edwards of Southfield,
was admitted into Epsilon Delta
Alpha," a group that recognizes out-
standing scholastic achievement.
Edwards, a sophomore, is a graduate
of Southfield-Lathrup High School.
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vide what the child needs, the depart-
ment of education will pay for the pri-
vate education. But they don't do that
in Michigan.

“I've had mothers who had to go out
to work to pay for their child’s private
educalwn Some people take out

loans.”

Mrs. Skroll charges $200 for her
services. The intial interview is §25.

It is not a luxurious living, but it
does, she said, give her a sense of
accomplishment.

“Supplying kids with the kind of help
they need and knowing you've had a
part in it is certamly satisfying," she

said,

~*Of course, what, I w15h is that this
was all free . . . or that there was mo
need for a job Iikethis."
With the school sustemn being what it
is, not only in Michigan, but through-

out the country (she has clients in
Indiana and Ontario), Mrs. Skroll's
knowlege and connections are in
demand.

It is nearly impossible for public
schools to meet the needs of every
child, she said. That is her challenge.

“In special education, the classes
are too large and it’s too difficult to
handle many youngsters. And maybe,
the teachers are not as involved as
they might be.

*“And for some kids it is better for
them to be away from home. It's a lot
easier for someone who is not a parent
to say, ‘this is the time you sit and
study.™

By finding the school that offers that
to a youngster, that motivates him,
helps him over the hard stuff, and
boosts -his ego on the easier tasks,
MRs. Kroll hopes to save the child
from becoming a drop out statistic.
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‘1 have a great deal of
compassion for kids. We
must keep on trying to find
clues to them, to see if we
can hit the right place.’

—Florence Skroll
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SAVE SPACE when moving by wrapping
dishes and other fragil items in wash
cloths, towels and other linens. You get
more space in the garage and closets by
selling idle items with an Observer &
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patio. 4 bedrooms, 2% baths,

Ing breakfast nook,
626-9100. $84,900.

rolling terrain with fish-stocked pond, a varlety of trees and
Ranch home. The 3 bedroom, 1% bath Interior features a comfortable family room with
fireplace, 22' x 11" kitchen, basement. Plus two car garage, brick-: nlumlnum exterior and
several out-buildings. Truly a paradise! 689-8900. $125,000.

PRIVACY .on lovely Blrminghdm Court.
Super ‘Quad-level features huge country
kitchen, family room with brick wall fire-
place and wet bar plus library or fourth
bedroom, 3% baths. 626-8100. $119,900.

HORSE LOVERS' Investmert. 10 acres
across from Proud Lake Recreation Area.
55’ x 30' barn with water and electricity
{10 horses now boarded), 3% car heated
garage, sharp Farm House.

ENJOY SUMMER in this lovely Southfletd
Colonial with Central Alr, wood. deck and

family room and complete kitchen serv-
dining

COUNTRY GENTLEMAN’S ESTATE. Enjoy peace and quiet on 15% acres of gently

NICELY GROOMED 1% acres with pool
and

626-9100.

fireplaced

room.
626-9100. $73,500.

ROCHESTER offers this centrally alr con-
ditioned home with 2 doorwalis to beauti-
fully landscaped patio and double gas
grill. Big fireplaced famlly room with
cathedral-beamed ceiling. 651-8850.

VINTAGE AND CHARACTER. Refur-
bished 1895 Farm House with mansion-
sized rooms, spiral stalrcase to balcony
and in-ground pool, 8 stall barn, tack
room.* On 2.4 acres in Southfield.
557-6700. $135,000.

TWO-WAY lInvestment. Graclous living
quarters on upper level, commercial
store below. 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths,
fireplaced family room, etc. Heated
garage, blacktop parking. ZONED B-3.
651-8850. $130,000.

COUNTRY LIVING with city conven-
iences. Open floor plan includes 24’ x 17"
living room with glass wall, 2-way flre-
place Into dinlng room. 3 bedrooms, 2
full baths, famlly room. Central Alr.

BIRMINGHAM schools serve this newly
listed 3 bedroom, 1% bath Ranch. 24’ x

14’ family room has fireplace and door-
wall to patio. Built-In kitchen with table
space, dining room. 646-6000. $59,900.

prize Bingham Farms. 2 fireplaces in top
family room and Tudor rec room with
bar, Circle drive. 647-5950. $135.000.

SHOWPLACE. Extraordinary 5 bedroom,
5 bath Birmingham palace. In-ground
pool and large deck In the trees overlook
ravine, stream. 15" wet bar in huge family
room. Central Alr. 646-6000. $169,900.

VILLA on the Riviera! Quiet charm, lux-
ury and personality describe this North
Farmington home. Entertainment center
with wet bar opens to in-ground, heated
pool and Iandscaped patio. 5§57-6700.
$138,000.

Colonial in Birmingham's

PERFECTION PLUS in this Beverly Hills
home with natural ravine view. Spaclous

- rooms, graclous hostess dinlrig room,
comfortable llbrary, fireplaced living
room. Top quality construction. 557-6700.
$96,500.

* BIRMINGHAM
646-6000

* BLOOMFIELD HILLS
647-5950

* WEST BLOOMFIELD—
FARMINGTON Hilts
626-9100-

ram

A JEWELL of a home with spaclous bed-
rooms, lots of closets. Center entral

Cape Cod Is especlally appealing. Fiorida
room views beautifully’ manicured yard.
A Southfield charmer. 557-6700. $58,500.

o SOUTHFIELD—
LATHRUP VILLAGE
557.6700

° TROY"
689-8900

* ROCHESTER
651-8850



