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After nearly eight years of over

seeing the public works department in
City of Farmington, Dave Jones is
retiring—at least from public service.

At &2, Jones isn't quite ready for fuil
retirement, but after 20 years in public
service, including four years on the
Livonia city council, he's ready to
tackle some projects on his own.

“Twenty years as a public official in
some capacity is long enough.” Jones
explains. **Public life’s been very good
to me, but from here on, I'm going to
do what I want to do. If I can,” he
adds quickly.

Semi-retirement plans are tentative,
but he plans to remain in his Livonia
home, spend some time in northern
Michigan and Florida. and pick up
some work along the way.

As a master bricklayer with exper-
tise in public service work, he's con-
vinced that won't prove too difficult. *

Jones served as assistant director of
public works in Livonia from 196270,
after which he joined Farmington's
Ppublic employees.

From 1954-58 he served on the
Livonia City Council, writing the mas-
ter plan for the sanitary sewer system.
In Farmington. he counts the Rouge
River Cleanup, which won the Beau-
tification Commission a national
award, as a landmark achievement.

“That took nearly two years,” he
recalls. More than 300,000 people were
involved in the cleanup campaign
begun in 1971, which included cutting
trees and clearing out debris ranging
from cans to wagon wheels. The cam-
paign kicked off an environmental
plan for the river.

City DPW Director
Dave Jones retires
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The sewer and water separation
plan for the city, which will contribute
to the continued cleanup of the river,
has been delayed. he regrets. But he
hopes federal and-or state grants get
that project moving in the future.

Federal money did come in handy in
constructing the new Department of
Public Works facility for Farmington,
a $1 million project which officially,
opened a few weeks ago.

Jones will spend about two more!
months in his new office before head-
ing out into private-industry, and he
expects in that time that the city will
find a replacement.

“Lots of people want this kind of
job.”" he says, *'unless your crews are
Stuck with cleaning up after a blizzard.

But “struggle is the interesting part
of life.” he concludes.

Balloon fest slated

(Continued from page 1A)

‘The balloonists will receive commu-
nity directories, tickets to the May 28
Vietory Party in the former Knights of
Columbus Hall at Avon and Livernois
roads, rules of the three mces and sug-
gestions for area dining spof

“Plannmg has beu\under way since
January,” said George Taylor, assist-
ant director for the balloon festival.
“First we had to decide what kind of
organization we needed, then we filled
in the chairmen. Now we need 200 vol-
unteers to help the committees.”

Prospective volunteers may call
Harding at 852-0666. Also needed are
socks without holes to use as balloon
markers.

Committe chairmen who have met
every Monday night since March are
Dave Robson—chairman for the daily
events, clean-up and sound system at
the races; Patti Persico and John Wat-
son—publicity and advertising: Marty

Grennier—crowd control; John Wat-
son—balloon sponsors; Vic Saverino—
finance; Dan McDonald—ballonist-
ransportation and tours; John Lewis
and Margaret Boyer—registration and
housing. Lewis is also in charge of

g
Others involved are Bruce Beck—
pmg!ams. Lee Jun&—legal counsel;

igan Christian College daily between 4-
8p.m.

Harding said this will prevent poten-

tial hazards caused by the crowds
parking at the 2,600 spaces alloted at’
Winchester Mall and crossing Avon
Road to the launching field.
OTHER SAFETY-measures include
2-hour surveillance of the balloon
area by Oakland County Sheriff’s
Department with the help of the sher-
iff's mounted possees and the Sheriff’s
Reserves.

Frank Onge of St. Onge Ambulance
will have an ambulance at the
grounds. Avon Fire Department will
ﬁ have one piece of equipment

Te.

Before the balloonists ascend each
day between 6-7 p.m., depending on
the winds, there will be entertainment
beginning at 4 p.m The Country Sun-
shine Band will perform and the Radio
Control Airplane Club will demon-
strate flying model airplances.

While the hot air balloons are in the
air, there will be Frisbee contests and
other activities for the waiting specta-
;rf. Food and beverages will be avail-

e.

There will be a fee for parking, sit-
ting at the bleachers and watching
from the paddoeck area.

“MCC's grounds are a natural

Tom N welcome;
Tom Boyer—assxslanl control officer;
Arch Hawkins—balloon meister; Bill
Smith—balloon " retrieval and chase;
Roy Juhl—president of the greater
Rochester Chamber of Commerce;
Richard Day—race and color picture
contest sponsor frgm Birmingham
Camera and Steve Hudson, Michigan
Christian College representative.

WHY ARE SO many people involed
in planning nine days of balloon fly-
ing?

“Because people like balloons,” said
‘Taylor. *‘Balloons represent freedom,
getting away from it all, and

The balloon races were moved from
Rochester’s Halbach Field to Mich-
igan Christian College because of fate,
said Steve Hudson of the college

“I was falking to Russ Shelton who
mentioned he had a problem about
where to have the balloon race this
year. I told him that down the road
there was a good, open campus. There
was no problem getting permission.

“MCC's president, Don Gardner, has
wanted a balloon race there for a long
time,"” Hudson said.

"The large crowds éxpected to watch
the balloon races have prompted festi-
val promoters to seek permission,
through Avon Township ofﬁclals from
Oakland County Road Commission for
permission to close Avon Road
between: Rochester Road and Mich-

for the balloon races,”
said Hudson. The balloons will take off
from the lower area of the grounds.
Spectators will be able to watch from
the surrounding hills.”

Film festival
honors Israel

In commemoration of Israel’s 30th’
year of mdependence the Detroit Jew-
ish Workshop is sponsoring an Israeli
film festival at the Labor Zionist
Institute, 28555 Middlebelt, Farm-
inglon Hills. The series runs through
June 4.

Contemporary and pre-statehood
films covering political, religious and
historical themes will be shown.

Admission is $2 and a series ticket
can be purchased for §5.

At 8 p.m. next Sunday, May 21, "“The
Ilegals” will be shown. It is the first
film about the movement of Holocaust
survivors to illegal emigration to
Palestine in 1947.

At 9 p.m., “Every Bastard a King,"
set in [srael in 197, will be shown. The
1970 film is the story of an American
journalist’s respopise to the 1967 war.

At 8p.m. May 28, the 1965 film, “‘Sal-
Ilah” will be shnwn. Starring Haim
Topol as Sallah, the film is the story of
an Oriental Jew's success.in cam-
paigning against bureacracy and 20th
century civilization.

Hills man garners GM award

Thomas D. Blattert, 21243 Randall,
Farmington Hills, was the gold medal
winner in the General Motors Livonia
Award for excellence in community
activities. He and 10 employees were
presented medals or plaques in recog-
nition of their outstanding volunteer
service in their community at an
awards dinner in the Plymouth Hilton
Hotel Friday night.

Harriet Harrison, a Livonia resident
and Fisher Body employee, received a
bronze medal.

Blattert, a stock room clerk with the
GM parts division Livonia plant, has
been with the firm 30,years.

He was recognized for more than 20
years of leadaership with the Boy
Scouts of America, service with the
Blg Bralher program and efforts on

f of FISH, a Christian activity
:ssxstmg needy persons.

The award winner was determined
by a panel of judges comprised of
Livonia civic leaders who selected
Blattert as the most outstanding of the
nominees.

B. J. Kearney, plant manager of the
Chevrolet Motor Division Livonia
facility and chairman of the GM
Livonia Plant City Committee, pre-

manager; Richard D. Maloian, super-
intendent of Cadillac Motor Car Divi-
sion Livonia plant; and Dick T.
French, manager of GM parts division
in Livonia.

Judges were Mayor Edward McNa-
mara; Sr. Mary Francil president

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers;
and Andrew R. Brodhun, president,
Michigan Nationa! Bank-West Metro.
Initial phase of the program began
in April and was designed to honor and
recognize employees of GM Livonia

of Madonna College; Supt. George G.
Garver of Livonia Public Schools;

for their activi-
ties work. Employees and the general
public were invited to submit nomi-
nations,

“It was really heartwarming to
learn of all the good work being done
by GM Livonia people in their various
communities and the countless hours
they have spent trying to enrich and
improve the lives of their fellow citi-
zens,"” Kearney said.

Blattert will be also honored at a
luncheon hosted by GM Chairman

‘Thomas Riordan, executive editor of ‘Thomas Murphy in Detroit on June 14.
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Fine Furniture Since 1917

Visit Our Pennsylvania House Gallery
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$99- eq.

Buy 2 for $189.
One Week Only

sented the awards along with F. Har-
ger Green, Fisher Body Livonia plant

Art Forum planned

Artists and those with
related interests are
invited to a public forum

the event with the coop- N
eration of the Detroit
Council of the Arts and

Choose from five slyles and from a selected
group of fabrics, richly finished in warm wood
tones or decorator colors. The perfect personal
touch for your decor.

Alﬁ‘w Intevior Desgners

for the visua] arts at 7:30 the Michigan Council of W STEWART.GLENN CO. ol -4
pm. Wednesday., May the Arts. T "YOURFULLSERVICE STORE d«u::-:‘ pmb!y:u’
17, in the Cafe Harmo-  Prominent area artists hos ne extro charge for I
nie, 1435 Randolph, in and representatives 2 Carsful Inspection & Set-Up o 'mz‘) on
Harmonie Park. frpm the councils will be
The Common Ground present to lead the
of the Arts is sponsor of ~discussion. Y

A FULLY INSTALLED

STRUCTURAL POLYMER

This TOTALLY Non-Col
‘COMPLETE with

rrosive Pool
FILTER & ACCESSORIES|

Imagine! An inground pool

55 thon half the price you would norma
Fiow is 0 possibie? Because of new supemr
Structural ich wil

Polymer. whi .
Comode iotoced na devtioped by PACIFC—
one of the nation’s oldest and largest svimming

pool manufacturess.

EARLY INSTALLATION TIMES GOING FAST

Convenient Bank Financing Available

{bet. Middlebelt &
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Open Mon.-Sat. 10-9 Sunday 12-5

completely .nswkd for

28875 Joy Road
Westland 425-8830
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Sale!

Thursday, Friday, Saturday
May 18, 19 & 20

50 % off
SALE aI
Selected Shower Curtains
Lucite & Plastic
Accessories

Martex Twin
Comforters

Limited selection
of other sizes

Martex Suede Sheets

Reg. Now

payt

- Twin 8.50 5.00

Double  10.00 7.50

Queen  14.00 9.99
[ limited selection of other colors 4

1 4165 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD 4o ocro
B 4153 ORCHARD LAKE KL WIS CORNERS
] (\immus CORNERS - B pasterchage  BankAmericard
Inkster) 51-2689 ? -

Thursday through Sunday
May 18 - May 21
Orchard Lake Store only
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for your
portraits!
Choose your favorite from

colorful new backgrounds!

Spring, fall or nursery backgrounds
will enhance all your portraits—

a whole new look

ogets

WEST BLOOMFIELD
4161 Orchard Lake Road
in Wilking Corners at Pontiac Trall

626-3860
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