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The Pigeon sisters—those English
girls who brighten an evening for Neil
Simon’s Odd Couple—very nearly steal
the show in the dinner theater produc-
tion at the Bum Steer:

Jean Garringer as Gwendolyn, who
became a widow in time to save her-
self from divorce court, and Marlene
DeFoor as Cedily, a divorcee, giggle
their way provocatively through a din-
ner at the ;apartment of roommates
Oscar and Felix.

The Bum Steer is the newly
renamed Drawing Board, which was.
the newly renamed Alvaro’s in Royal
Oak The Drawing Board had to be
scratched when it was discovered the
name was already taken, although
earlier investigation had indicated oth-
erwise.

This Nancy Gurwin production of

“The 0dd Couple™ opened Friday in
Dinner Playhouse at the Bum Steer on
the restaurant’s lower level.

THE DINNER THEATER show,
which has just moved from Cordoba’s,
in Livonia, costars Carl Williams as
Oscar Madison, the sloppy guy. and
Kent Martin as Felix Unger, the neat-
nik.

It's always interesting to see how
these characters are portrayed. Those
of us who have become familiar With
Jack Klugman as Oscar and Teny
Randall as Felix in the TV series now
in Channel 9 re-runs, will find vastly
different personalities here.

Williams and Martin are a well-

alanced pair, especially since Wil
lidms® Oscar seems more worrisome
and fussbudgety than he need be as
the slob, and Martin's interpretation of
Felix is somber rather than out-
rageously picky.

‘This odd couple also strikes an inter-
racial note, with Martin, a black actor,
and Williams, who is white. as the
longtime buddies who decide to share
an apartment when both become wife-
less.

Felix's wife has thrown him out, and
he lands on Oscar’s doorstep. Oscar,
who is divorced, takes in his pal but
discovers the two are decidedly
incompatible.

THE COMEDY 1S always amusing
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when the two battle over different
batits in housekeeping and reach the
stage where Felix, like a wife,
demands to know why Oscar is late to
dinner and becomes petulant.

Oscar's poker-playing buddies are
Bill Hoffman as Speed, Max Wolf as
Murray, Joe Lannen as Roy and Phil
Milan as Vinnie. All do good jobs, and
Lannen offers cynical support for Wil-
liams. Milan, chubby with eyeglasses
and a funny voice, conveys the perfect
schmuck.

But it’s the Pigeon sisters who make
the show come alive when they walk in
to Oscar's apartment for a first get-
together. Blonde Gwendolyn Pigeon, in
clinging pink. undulates; Cecily, a bru-
nette in red. off-the-shoulder, also
sends sparks to the guys.

Both women, however, find them-
selves sobbing in sympathy with
Felix's unhappy marital plight. Their
tears put a damper on Oscar's plans
for a romantic evening. Besides, Oscar
causes Felix to burn the dinner to a

crisp.
While Oscar has his poker pals,
Felix finds he has the Pigeon sisters to *
turn to. They take him in when Oscar
throws him out (Felix's compulsive
neatness can be maddening). .
Oscar describes Felix as “the nnly
man in the world with clenched hair.”
DINNER PLAYHOUSE offers a sit-
down dinner, in nice contrast to the
usual, more hectic dinner theater buf-
fet. You have a choice of New York
strip steak or stuffed founder with
crabmeat; salad, vegetable and des-
sert are included. Cocktails are avail-
able. .
‘The food rates satisfactory. and the
setting holds promise with a good
Stage area. Diners were seated at
those long tables on opening night,
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Felixis charmed by the Pigeon sisters, Jean Garringer as Gwendo-
lyn (left) and Marlene DeFoor as Cecily, who in turn are charmed by
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
BOX OFFICE OPENS DAILY 10 am-6 pm

herd plays

Woody Herman and his Young Herd
will perform at Clarenceville High
Schoo! in Livonia on Sunday at 8 p.m.
A warm-up session will begin at 7:30
p.m. with the Northville High School
Jazz Ensemble under the direction of
Bob Williams.

In November 137 at Camnegie Hall,
Herman celebrated his 40th year as a

DIRECT FROM LAS VEGAS

THE ROBERT GOULET SHOW

STARRING
ROBERT GOULET

‘WITH BOB MELVIN & THE
BIRMINGHAM THEATRE ORCHESTRA

Wed. & Thurs. May 24 & 25 at 8 pm
Fri. & Sat. May 26 & 27 at 7:00 & 10:30 pm

515 $12.50 $10
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band leader. He will be 65 years old
this month.

Clarenceville will greet him with
balloons dropped from the ports, a
birthday cake and a huge birthday
card that will be signed by those
aitending the concert. The card will be
in the auditorium lobby prior to the
concert.

Reserved sea tickets, at $6 and $5,
are available at Hammell Music,
Livonia Mall Record and Tape,
Marty’s Records in Birmingham and
Rocky's Record and Tape on Tele-
graph in Detroit. Mail orders will also
be accepted.

For more information, call the
‘Theatre Parents Organization at 478
8520

even though the crowd was light.

‘The decor could use a few more
attractive touches. There's a separate
front entrance that will be opened
soon, leading directly to the theater, It
adds something special to the theatri-
cal atmosphere.

Edgar A. Guest III directed *The
0Odd Couple.” performed Friday-Sun:
da 4 p.n.. preceded by dinver

ON STAGE
DIRECT FROM THE &-”Mibl HOTEL
in 1AS VEGAS

JOEY HEATHERTON

with special guest

LOUIS NYE

and The Big Birmingham Theater Orchestra under
the direction of JERRY FISCHER

May 31 & June 1 at 8 pm
June2& 3 at7 pm & 10:30 pm
5 2% 10
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THE DIVINE MISS SARAH

SARAH
VAUGHAN  abrecses,

Thurs. June 8 at 8 pm
Fri. & Sat. June 9 & 10 at 7:00 & 10:30 pm

$15 $12.50 $10

THE GOODBYE GIRL (c)

.Support pledged

More than 2,300 people in the Detroit
metropolitan area pledged $104,000 to
'WDET-FM, Detroit's only public radio
swlmn dunng a recent 10-day pledge
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Oscar, played by Carl Williams (left) and Felix, Kent Martin,
engage in a shouting match.
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OPERATION
THUNDERBOLT (pG)
Gmup sales available
. Call
557-9393 day ur 855-9090 eve.*

Academy Award Winner!
Best Foreign Film!

MADAM ROSA c)

(in French with English sublities)
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of dance in The midwest
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Dance explosion, See for youtsellmit's dynamite!
8 GREAT DANCE COMPANIES...
ALVIN AILEY AMERICAN DANCE THEATER —Sep. 1924

SANFRANCISCOBALLET-Oct. 1832

MMmA numm nmc; :onwmr—mu. 29-Dec. 3

JOYCE TRISLER DANSCOMPANY—Jun. 24-27

[ STAR WARS (Pe)j
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Also
TUNNELVISION
Winner 7 Oscars

Exclisive Engagement
70 MM and Dolby Stereo Sound
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Coming June 1€:
“GREASE" &
“HEAVEN CAN WAIT"

Michael Eileen
Brandon Brennan

FM (PG)

MOUIES PRUDENTIAL TOWN CENTER oz rivers

PAUL TAYLOR DANCE COMPANY—Feb. 21-25

W2 Mile-W. of Adumy Rd.)

‘[ Taste the wonders of Madarin, Szechuan aud
‘lenllm Cuinine, & Exotic Cocktails

Luncliwons and Dinners Sceved

BOX OFFICE OPENS 30 Min PRIOR TO SHOWTIME
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SAT & SUN 1:30 3:30
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NIKOLAIS DANCE THEATRE —Mar. 21:25

FIVE BY TWO PLUS—April 13:22
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uuu\ LEWITZKY DANCE COMPANY—-May 16:20
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Sat and Sun:
2:00-4:30-7:00
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Starring
Sophia Loren
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THE GREEK TYCOON !

Aoy Sey1 23 Tre Mutcracher Dec 10; Rkotas Mar 25; Leaitthy May 20
SERILS H~Sun Eves 6:30—3 Shows fof the Price of 4
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Jilt Allan
Clayburgh Bates.

AN UNMARRIED
WOMAN

Mat. Wed. - 1 show. 1 p.m.

C I'l'odny for Dance Season Brochure!
Subscription Office Open 10-6:
963-6943

970.79 Dance Series Ordes Form
Pleane circe desred sevics ocation

ALl CREREY

A Now Story with Now Music

FM (PG)

_Hollywood Sneak
)

Serving the finest in.
Chinese & American Cuisine
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® Luncheons  Dinners ¢ Carry Out Orders .
Chinatown Style Welcomed . , N
Open 7 doys.o week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
ar. 12-11 p.m,; Sun. 12-10 p.m,

8:55 only
Friday, May 19th
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