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Tiger Trivia
'Smith and Harwell
tell the Tiger tales

By SHIRLEE IDEN
What current ‘Tiger drove in base-
's millionth nm?

Hnw meany Tlgn got over 3000 hits.

intheir careers’

What oldnme Tiger executed an
unassisted triple play?

The man who has the answers to’
these questions and many more is
Fred T. Smith, co-author of “Tiger
Trivia,” a (reasuryuf Tiger lore.

Along with Tiger broadcaster Ernie
Harwell, Smith compiled the booklet
of questions and answers. The pair
plane to team up for another in the
near future.

A native Detroiter, Smith has been a
baseball fan just about all his life.

“1 had this idea for a trivia book for
awhile and Ernie Harwell had another
idea, s0 we got together,” he said. “If
you can't get together with Ernie Har-
well, you can’t get together with God.
He's a beautiful person, Just the nicest
man.”

Harwell, who lives in Florida,

only got ten orders today,
“Well, that’s better than nine.

SMITH SAID the first Tiger baseball

FREDT. SMITH

game he ever attended was on May 20,

"A Buy named Lindberg landed a
plane in Paris and they came around
with megaphones and anncunced it,”

he explained. *“They didn't have 2 pub-
lic address system then.

“Last year when the Detroit News
ran the edition that marked 50 years
after Lindberg's landing, they said the
crowd at Navin Field watching the
Boston Red diqﬂxg pl;ay th}e;e 'l‘ig:rs

uded Lint 's feat,” he sai
ap“":awmte the News a letter and told
them the Tigers played Washington
that day and the News answered and
said, after 50 years they were glad to
correct it.”

Smith has an exterisive library on
baseball in his- home in Southfield.
e, o deptar who Uk

inia, and two 0 like
&b&ﬂ. Maybe not as much as he
does, but they like it.

“I went to the World Series every
year for many years,” he'said. “But
now that I work for the Tigers I don’t
have the time.”

He said the beauty of baseball to
him is that “We're always being

astounded.
“‘Oakland leading the west? Impos-
sible!™

‘Confirming the accuracy
of each question is what's
tough. You have to check
and check and check.’

—~ Fred T, Smith

When young Tiger pitcher Dave
Rozema pxtchedsevmmnmgsol no-hit
baseball last week and then lost the
nohitter on 2 bad hop in the infield,
Smith was slumgnenmthescorer

“THE CALL wasgwd, " Smith said. -

“And it took guts to make it. I con-
gratulated him onit."

If you refer to baseball as “a game
d inches” Smith will respond “Oh,

grew up listening to Harry Heil-
numn on the radio, didn’t you?"”

For more than two decades Smith
eamed a living selling insurance -for
American Automobile Asx!auon,
of those years in Lathrup Villa
Three years ago he retired from AAA
alldwuxlwnthﬂaﬁgersasagmu’p
‘salesman,

Smith’s job with the Tigers in group
sales means that he sells season tick-
els in the off-season and makes
arrangements for large groups to'get
blocks of tickets and transportation to
games in season.

Although he played ball, mostly the
outfield on’the streets of Highland
Park as a youngster and at Central
High, his poor eyesight precluded a
professional ball playing career for
Smith,

Instead, he became a Tiger booster.
‘Working for the team is like a dream
come true. “I just love the atmosphere
and the people,” he said.

“Tiger Trivia” is not a book you'd
spend hours poring over, but it is fun
to have around. Smith and Harwell
published it themsleves and it can be
found on newstands.

1t can also-be ordered for $2 by writ-
ing to PO Box 5039, Southfield 48037.

And by the way—

'ﬁger catcher Milt May drove in the

rm;ur league’s millionth run on May 4,

Nelve men have hit over 3000 hits
including two Tigers, Ty Cobb with
4191 and Al Kaline with 3007.

Johnny Neun, playing first base for
the Tigers on May 31, 197 executed an
unassisted triple play,

Jason Thompson is the fist Tiger to hit more than 1971. The first baseman hit 31 roundtrippers last

30 home runs since Norm Cash did it bv hitting 32 in  year. (Staff photo by Gary A. Friedman)
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Games back up

Teams lose to rain

" Who wins in cloudy, rainy, dreary weather?

Coaches throughout the district were asked this
question after a week of rain prompted washouts
in every sport. Answers varied from coach to
¢éoach, but the concensus seemed to be that, while
rainouts helped no one, they hurt some more than
ouuers

“Our games afe all backed up,” Fannlngmn
baseball coach Richard Roy ‘We've

rained out dates. But again, it hurt some more
than others.

“It hurt us " Dale Freeman, Southfield High
tennis coach, said. “We're more inexperienced
' than a lot of the other squads in the area. We need

- all the playing time we <an get, but it's not going

to help having everything stacked up into one
week.”

got a shortage of pitching, and with all these
games in such a short period of time, it's going to
hurt us. These kids are full of surprises and any-
thing can happen, but I'm afraid the delays are
going to take their toll.”

. North Farmington baseball coach Jerry Max-
well sees the situation similarly, although his team
is unaffected by the recent wet weather.

. “We've got 2 lot of good pitching, so I don’t think
it will affect us as much as other teams,” he
stated. “‘Of course, we were playing real well, and
I hate to lose the momentum we had going for us.
But 1 still think it will present more of a problem
for other teams because our pitching is deeper
than most.”

- The inclement weather hasn't been a big prob-
lem for John Harrington, Harrison baseball coach.

“We won't make up the doubleheader against
Walled Lake Central because it was non-league,
There's a bit of a logjam next week, but all the
other teams have the same problems. I don’t think
it will bother us too much,” he said.

Area temis teams were also affected by the

| Lathrup tennis coach Ed Waits wasn't
sure how the bad weather would effect his squad. -

“I think it will bother some others more than
us,” he said. “We have an experienced team; still,
it’s not going to help us any.”

Vestus Spindler, the girls softball coach at
Farmington High, was worried about the psycho-
logical effects the weather would have on his
team.

“These girls have never played a doubleheader
before, and now they have two this week,” Spin-
dler said. “We haven't even had a decent practice,
with all this bad weather. And with ali the games
we're playing this week, we won't get much of one
in. We'll just have to do our best.”.

Lack of practice time was Southfield Lathrup
track coach Jerry Mineweaser’s concern as well.

“When we're unable to practice, we're going to
get flat,” Mineweaser stated. “Everybody gets
down a little. There's no doubt it will hurt us.”

So, while the rainouts will be more of a problem
for the thinner and inexperienced teams, no coach
is in favor of them. They all agree, that while it

some more than others, bad weather helps
noone.

Tennis regionals slated

¢ Thes!age is now set for a championship play-off
- in the Metro Tennis League’s adult division,

-. Court House Tennis & Racquets Club holds first
", place after 12 regular season games. This is the
third consecutive first place finish for Court
House.

Oak Park Racquet Club fell short in a bid to
overtake Court House. The Oak Park squad
needed a 71-point winning margin in st finat
“match to vault into first place.

Although Oak Park did defeat Centaur Racquet
Qub last Saturday, the winning margin was only
48 points, 25220, .

- Court House and Oak Park have beaten each
other once during the regular season. The cham-
Pionship match has not been scheduled yet.

As the first place team, Court House may choose

‘the home cowrt advantage. . .

OAX PARK 252—CENTAUR 288

Axta Gelmas () dlusied Joaa Satford (OP)
) defested Laurl Kaulman (C) 13:10; , Bl
Sckwartz (OP) Iﬂduudhly!nll'b«m(c 133; Marty Cri
W B

{OP) defeated Beryle Beardmere (C) 125; Sue Gass (OF) deleated
Irece Einhorn (C) 1610; Sandy Mesmies (OF) aeloatad Taty il

M‘CHM Betsy La Spargeon (OP) defeated M. Polldori (C) 11:10;

; R, uls
B Benko (OF) defeted Pee Beszamore (C)
al (C) 1611 Mt Vander Koot (OP)
Surs Ineeyl (€) 134; Gy Contl (OP) detenied Pasl
Tomey (C) 14:13: Jerty Singer (OP) deleated Pete Polidord (C
Mary et OF) eiekiad ‘B Gen (€1 133: Eml Saford (OF1
deeaiod e Enticboun (C) 1411

dmtn Kautmun () deleted Sallord Ta

P e (OP)

(€1 8:5; Spur-
wn2rem (OF) efesed Pllcr Orems (€) &4,
derklool (OP) defeated Boso-Beard-
o (1 83 Kol Beris (9P) dleuied Kansihs eaapt (63 635"
ford (OF) defeated Tomey-Gunn (C) 89; Polidori-Eagle.
‘ben (C) defeated Singer-Rott (OF) 4.

ADULT DIVISION STANDINGS

jeare Matches

Court House - 165
Ok Park 1747 1n
231 12
;@mmhum . 2101 12
 Rochester Hils 190 1
Centaur 1
Franklin 168 n

'OPEN DIVISION STANDINGS

Tha Racquet Cluts s .
Court House . u H
Ouk Park “ H
Rocherter 1

It’s fun! Form a team!

Pick a name! And join MATT-

Michigan Association of
Team Tennis!

Team tennis! It's been a smashing success —

with up t0 20,000 members in eastern cities!
Now M.AT.T. brings it to Michigan!

Here's how it works:

¢ Form ateam of 8 players!

8 men for the men's doubles league.

8 women for the women'’s doubles league.

4'men/4 women for the mixed doubles league. .
32 boys/32 girls for competitive singles ladders,

* Pick a captain!

* Pick a team name!

* Pay theannual membership fee!

$5.00 for adults. $3.00 for juniors. :
* You need notbe a member of a tennis club

toparticipate. (Your team will be assigned

*Cenlain facilties will require membership
10 use their club as a home court.

toalocal club as your *home"* court.)

* You'll play a different team, home or away,
on the same night each week!

* You'll be competing against players of
your ability level!

* You'll receive a regular newsletter with
league stories and standings!

¢ Top teams at the end of the 16-week
season will qualify for the championship
playoffs!
It's new! It'sfun! It's inexpensive! It's lhe
MichiganAssociation of Team Tennis! Join
now, because the Iéagues will be filling fast!

Call M:A.T.T. at 851-5770 for moie complete
. Information today!

<




