‘Actress sparkles in lead role

By JEFF SCHORR

: “Forty Carats” is a diamond-in-the-
- rough that nonetheless pleases, thanks
*in large part to Elaine Boike's spar-
. Kling performance in the two-act com-
; edy’s lead role.
i The most recent offering of the Troy
Players, “Forty Carats™ continues
. Friday and Saturday at Smith Middle
School.

‘The play leaves you unsure whether

" it is taking place in the '60s or '70s
(due to music, hemline and contempo-
rary references). But this chronologi-
cal confusion does not hamper the
action, as its characters grapple with
love across cultural and generational

spans.

“Forty Carats™ explores a theme
common to the late '60s (when it was
written): How much influence should
upbringing and what society ‘thinks
have in our life and love choices?

Snappy, contemporary dialogue, hin-
ting of Neil Simon in Jay Allen’s adap-
tation, puts a premium on crisp act-
ing. timing, rejoinders and end-of-
scene blackouts, The Troy Players do
well.

MAXIMUM EFFECTIVENESS is
sometimes lost. however. A quicker

Review"

blackout following one of the 13 scenes
would better punctuate a scene-ending
exclamation or startling discovery. In
several cases, the players mood
doesn’t change quick enough to fit
changing circumstances.

Elaine Boike, a veteran of the Troy
troupe, plays a twice-divorced, late 30s
woman, Ann Stanley. This woman has
turned to the real estate business
world to absorb her energies and
altentions. During a gelaway vacation
to the islands of Grecce, she dallies in
a brief affair with a man 17 years her
junior.

To avoid complications, she gives a
phony name to her lover, Peter
Latham, who is played by John Butte.
(And if you are wondering why the
WWJ-TV North Bureau chief hasn't
been live on the late night shift as
much lately, now you know.)

However. complications—as can
only happen in a play—develop. John

inci y tNew York coincid
tally, yet) stops by on a date to pick up
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the teenage daughter, Trina Stanley,
of his erstwhile Mrs. Robinson.

Upon discovering his lost “‘mother
love,” he becomes possessed and pos-
sessive. He only wants mama. Mother
sensibly tries to avoid the match, but
her heart tells her otherwise.

Her mother, Trina's grandmother, is
a cheerfully meddling and plotting
household resident. Ann's second hus-
band, Billy Boylan, is a dashing,
suave, man-of-the-world, fading Holly-
wood rake. He comes around seeking a
hand-out but tums noble.

A prospective real estate buyer,
about 50, has a date with Ann and falls
inlove. But with Trina, however.

AS AN ADDED ingredient, Peter is
from very rich bloodlines. In his Troy
Players debut, Butte does realistically
well as a calm, purposeful, poised man
who only desires {the soon-to-be-
middle-aged) Ann. Her frantic reac-
tions to his urgings and the forces tug-
ging at her from all sides bring out
excellent acting from Ms. Boike.

Don Hubbard; brother of Troy Play-
ers regular Dave Hubbard, does well
as the cynical, live-off-his-looks but
weak “ex.” who is there when it
counts. He delivers his lines well and
is perfectly cast.

Jessica Cooper, who plays the gold-
d ing and meddlesome grandma, is
mural and best in low-key dialogue,

but loses the tempo when the pace
quickens.

Earle Chalfant, the rich westerner,
is properly proper and considerate if
™ot a heart-quickener to Ann. One
accepls that teenage Trina (Melissa
Fiol)—who makes no mistakes despite
being brought into the cast late—is
only interested in his money.

Creditable performances are turned
in by Merna Lyn and George Holz as /|
Peter Latham's mismatched (age)
parents. Delores Lamb and Alice
‘Thornton join John Barnard in round-
ing out the play’s cast.

Revue honors
John Lennon

Detroit’s Greektown Attic Theatre
kicks off its summer season with a
return of Midnight Theatre.

The Attic Theatre will present a
revue “Imagine! A Day in the Life of
John Lennon!” at midnight Fridays
and Saturdays, through June 3.

The best of Beatle John Lennon's
songs and writings come to life. Spend
a day with Mean Mr. Mustard, Poly-
thene Pam, the Moldy Moldy Man,
Araminta Ditch and many others.

Produced bys K & H Enterprises,
information and reservations are
available by calling 937789,

How to send news items

News releases, photographs or other
information can be mailed to Ethel
Simmons, entertainment editor, at
125 Bowers, Birmingham 48012, or
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*Restaurants.
«Special attractions.
Theat llege.

delivered to the South-
field or Rochester office of the
Observer & Eccentric.

The entertainment pages include
news, features and reviews on the fol-
lowing:

o and
professional.

*Travel.

*TV and radio.

The phone number of the Birming-
ham office is 644-1100.
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Good vo

By BARBARA MICHALS

Brimming over with joyous tunes,
Frank Loesser’s “Guys and Dolls” is
one of two current offerings at the
Will-O-Way Repertory Theatre, and
the appealing production boasts many
excellent vocalists.

popular musical comedy based
on Damon Runyon characters is play-
ing in repertory, alternating weekends
with “The Lion in Winter™ until June
17 and then continuing to run alone
through July 15.
Capitalizing on the eternal battle of
sexes, the simple plot contends
that a “doll” can really mess up a
guy's life. Nathan Detroit and Sky
Masterson. leaders among a group of
Il-time hoods, find
hopelessly entangled with dolls.

The local hoods are all complaining
because Nathan has temporarily
closed “the oldest reliable floating
crap game in New York™ to satisfy the
demands of his long-time fiancee, Miss
Adelaide.

HIS FRIEND Sky asserts that a
smart guy can get any doll to bend to
his way, and he bets Nathan that he
can win over any girl Nathan names.
At that moment a Salvation Army sis-
ter happens by, and the challenge is
on.

While Sky works at melting the icy
reserve of Sister Sarah, Miss Adelaide
continues her 14-year struggle to get
Nathan to the altar. Adelaide suspects
that her habitual cold may be psycho-
somatic, and she sings the very amus-
ing lament that *‘while waiting around

‘Guys and Dolls’

ices fill

for'a band of gold. a person can
develop a cold.™

Among the many other memorable
tunes are *‘Luck Be a Lady Tonight,”.
“Sit Down. You're Rocking the Boat,”
I Love You a Bushel and a Peck,” “A
Fugue for Tinhorns," and the title

song.

At final dress rehearsal Friday night
(opening night was rescheduled at the
last minute), Moddi McCalester was a
bit awkward at times as Sarah, though
she did a good job with the drunk
scene. Ms. McCalester's beautiful
operatic voice is a real treat, and
when il's coupled with Jack Cortes’
strong baritone in the love duets
between Sarah and Sky, the small the-
ater is filled with rich sound.

Mary Lyle is a spritely, credible
Adelaide, and she belts out her songs
in a most pleasing manner. The petite
Ms. Lyle looks even more diminutive
paired with towering George Dwelley
as Nathan, and the physical contrast
adds to the humor of their battles.

DWELLEY HAS difficulty handling
the Runyonesque accent. with the
result that some lines are amusing in
ways they were never intended to be.
Cortes, who has a slight foreign’
accent. wisely shuns the New York
accent altogether, and his portrayal is
stronger for it.

Ms. Lyle's accent is polished and
convincing. as are those of Nathan's
gambling buddies Benny Southstreet
and Nicely-Nicely Johnsen. The adept
performances of Tim Tubarth as
Nicely-Nicely and Mark DeFrain as
Benny lend strong support. Hubarth
shines in his solo number.

Spring is back, and we're cele-
brating by giving you a colorful
rosebush. All you do is deposit
$50 in a new or existing savings
account and take your pick. It's a
great way to brighten your home
and start your savings growing.
The Regular Savings Account pays
5%% annual interest from day of
deposit to day of withdrawal, so
you're earning money every day.

Our Spring Celebration begins
May 1 and runs as long as the
supply of rosebushes lasts. The
free offer is limited to one
rosebush per customer. Sorry,
gifts cannot be mailed.
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