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Aaron C opland:

By SUSAN TAUBER KLEIN

Oakland University hosted four days .
Iast week to honor American com-
Pnser Aaron Copland. From May 16-19,

the Department of Music had special
programs on Copland's dance, vocal
and piano compesitions with a concert
of his workscapping the event.

In the first lecture of the series,
given by Paul Osterhout from the
Deparmlent of Music on Tuesday, May
116, Osterhout said, “There are a num-
:ber of problems in discussing the

ican composer, Aaron Copland.
‘He's very much alive.”
+ The presence of Copland on the OU
»campus showed his public how full of
,.vnlah!y the 77-year-old composer is.
; Copland, an auther, conductor and lec-
*turer, has a quick sense of humor,
’twmkhng eyes, and a gift of gab that
* brought a sense of vitality to everyone
- who came in contact with him.
- He unhesitantly answered questions
sat the demonsiration sessions and
<worked in the evenings specifically
+with music students, listening to their
»mmposmons and giving his impres-
< smns and advice.

- THOUGH COPLAND is best known
the public for his more “popular”
music, as Osterhout described his bal-

“Why did I turn fo serious, nm popular music to was stuck with
compose? I was born interested in serious music, I aodience.

you gel such a strange idea?’ " Cop-
land sai

“Why dxd I turn to serious, not popu-
lar musie, to compose? I was born
interested in serious mnsic. I was

stuck with that interest.” 4
(bpland has seen (he success of his
say much

Flets “Billy the Kid" and

Spring™ and his movie scores, he is a
composer of serious music that
- stretches a period of 50 years.

. That he even became a composer
illustrates his belief that ene’s rela-
tionship to the arts depends on
instinet.

Copland fold how he was born in
Brooklyn to a family who didn’t attend
concerts and had no interest in serious
musie. His older brother played the
violin, his sister and he played the

piano. There was popular music for

ﬂnm to play. But Copland was drawn
to compose serious music.

- “When I told my father I wanted to

:be a cumpuser‘ he said, ‘Where did

of his success IS m his efforts to Amer-
ieanize his musie, Osterhout said.

“When I was studying composition
in Paris with Nadia Boulanger, I real-
ized how French the Parisians are and
how they managed to get this quality
into their music,” said Copland. *1
thought why can't Americans do that
in serious music.”

THOUGH COPLAND staunchly sup-
ports the works of new composers, he
sdid they aren’t thinking about Ameri-
can qualities of music. *‘With the older
generation, it was a preoccupation.”

‘The winner of the 1964 Pulitzer Prize
for the ballet he wrote for Martha Gra-

ham, ““Appalachian Spring” and of an
Oscar for the musical score to ““The
Heiress," Copland said his favorite
young American composer is Califor-
nia-born David Del Tredici.

The white-haired, tall man revealed
much about his life' and his talents at
the events at QU. At the *Copland on
Vocal Music” session, he answered
questions after the Oakland University
Singers, under the direction of John
Dovaras, and OU voice students sang
vocal compositions. Most were words
Copland set to music.

When asked why he set certain
things to music, he said, “It's very
mysterious about what appeals to a
composer. It's an instinctive reaction.

I was interested in Emily Dicken-
son as one of the great treasures of
American literature. I visited her New
Engalnd home. She was a New Eng-
land eccentric who one day went
upstairs to her room and never came
down. Her works were published post-

that interest,” Copland told bis

humously.”

Copland discovered her poems and
began setting them to music.

“1 got to poem number 12 and I said,
“This is enough, I got to stop,” he said,
chuckling.

COPLAND ALSO told why he gave
the rock group Emerson, Lake and
Palmer permission to use his version
of “Fanfare for the Common Man" in
one of its records.

*] asked them to send me a tape
‘They played my fanfare straight, then
had a tear of their own music for two
minutes, then they came back to my
piece,

1 was willing to take the risk that-
people might think [ wrote the other
two minutes too,” he said, much to the
audience’s delight.

A question often asked of the famous
composer is if he stills composes. He
explained that after 50 years of com-
posing, it takes a long time to express

himself and he doesn't write now.

His musical career has taken a new
direction. Now retired and living near
Hudson Bay, the bachelor travels
across the country, conducting and
lecturing his own composition:

P\-Aday night, May 19, he showed his

skills when he

the Pontiac-Oakland Symphony, with
Kent McDonald as the soloist, in his
“Symphony for Organ and Orchestra,”
composed in 1%24. Copland's long arms
and hands expertly guided the orches-
tra and soloists through his notes,
showing how abstract his music was in
the 1920s. Others performing Copland’s
works were singers Jan Albright, Bar-
bara am and members of the
Oakland University Singers. John
Dovaras conducted the singers and
Beverly Labuta and Louise "Anger-
meier accompanied them.

COPLAND SAID' he never consid-
ered himself a good enough pianist to
perform concerts. Conducting gives
him the outlet to work closely with his
works of the past 50 years.

He keeps in close touch with music
by others too, listening to records and
the radio.

The American music man

He is pleased, he said, that more and
more Americans are composing and
thinks the U.S. should be willing to
sulsidize American composers.

‘There’s no reason why the US.
shouldn't be willing to risk a couple
million dollars to shape a world-rek-
noWN composer.

Copland isnt sure many of these
new composers will be women how-
ever.

“It's one of the great mysteries of
the world that women have escaped
the composer scene. Maybe because of
the formal side of music.

“It’s amorphous material that may
give women trouble. The feminine
mind doesn't like to concern itself with
abstract material.”™

Copland’s own music has a wide
diversity of style, something that
Osterhout said often causes people to
refer to the different styles of Cop-

's music.

“There is a single Copland,"-
Osterhout said, “It's his ability to
communicate with people of all ages
over all the years."”

“NOW

IS THE TIME TO PLANT A
FULL GROWN

TREE”

Folks, | have specialized in shade trees and have
supplied thousands of street planiings, industial,
schools, churches and residential. ) feel that the
right selection of a shade tree is perhaps the
most important decision that a home owner is
taced with in landscape planning. You may select

your tree, tag it, have it planted at your conven-
ience. Now ready for immediate delivery.
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Photo roadshow continues
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: Funeral services were held Tuesday
for Cole Rosin, 31, a Southfield realtor
- who drowned in a canoeing accident in
-the Batchewana River in Algoma,
Ontario.
Rosin and a companion, Yale Silver-
.man, 26, of Wixom died after their
‘canoe overturned. Rosin's body was
‘fourd by loggers on Saturday, May 13
*several hours after the accident.
j A native Detroiter, Rosein is sur-
tvived by his wife Tene, his parents
“Harold and Shiriee Rosin, his grand-
+father, Nathan Rasin of Westland, his
sgrandmother Mrs. Joseph (Bertha)
Stillman of Detroit, a brother, Hal
Rosin of Southfield and a sister, Mrs.
‘Nevin (Sherry) Rose of Huntington
* Woods.

+ Rosin was the owner of the Dear-
bom Real Estate Campany and was a
.member of the Natinal Board of
Realtors. A 1969 graduate-of the Uni-
.versity of Michigan, he received a
degree in economics.
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By CORINNE ABATT

Blake Simmons discovered he can't
drop the Friends Roadshow. subject of
his recent photography exhibit at the
Ed Gray Gallery.

Simmons, who has been making a
living as a leathercraftsman. started
taking pictures in 1970 when he was in
Troy High Schoo! working on the year-
book and the student newspaper.

The Friends Roadshow, and Jango
Edwards of Livonia who originated the
idea of the clown and mime spoofs,
have so captivated Simmbns that he
plans to follow the show throughout
Europe and North Africa this summer.

SIMMONS’ PHOTOGRAPHS at the
gallery were shown along with circus
puppets made by Marie Ferrini. The
two had previously shown their leather
work under the name, Cat Dancers
Leather, at many area art shows and
festivals.

He and Miss Ferrini will be design-
ing and making costumes while they
tour with the Friends Roadshow. How-

ever, Simmons also plans to document
his adventures with camera and diary
to have a complete photo journal
account.

During June some 60 groups of
mimes, clowns, actors and entertai-
rers will be performing simultane-
ausly in the Netherlands under the all-
encompassing name, “Festival of
Foals.™

Simmons will stay with' Edwards®
show in Amsterdam and continue with
them when they play on the Mediterra-
nean coast in Tunisia and North Africa
at an art colony.

NEXT SUMMER, the Friends Road-
show will return to Ann Arbor for a
two-month engagement. When the
show played for four days in Rome
last summer. the cast was overjoyed
tolearn that the Italian director, Fred-
erico Fellini, attended all the perform-
ances and later told Edwards he was
the greatest clown in the world.

Edwards is scheduled to teach mime
at the University of Stockholm for a

month before the Amsterdam run.

Simmons. who shares Fellini
enthusiasm for Edwards’ work said,
*He’s 2 genius and his work fascinates
me. I'm totally behind the group, it's
so refreshing to see them.”™

Simmons® photographs in the Ed
Gallery show., (a few are still there)
are the work of a photographer who
understands and deals in fantasy. He
is tuned in mentally to the antics—
some ribald, some pure humor—of the
clowns and mimes.

Simmons said he went to Europe
last year with the specific goal of vis-
iting the Salvador Dali museum in

pain. .

1 have always been caplivated by
swrealism,” he said.

His photographs of the -Friends
Roadshow International evidence that
interest. He likes to use a fisheye lens
which distorts, particularly at the
edges of the photograph. He likes to
work with infrared film and some-
times finishes his work in sepia.
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GARAGE DOOR OPERATORS

CRYPTAR Il DIGITAL CONTROLS
*175.00 installed
1Year Warranty —Any Suburb
ALLIANCE AUTOMATIC DOOR CO.

SOUTHFIELD

Shop |

L

ORCHARD MALL

Orchard Lake Rd. at Maple

West Bloomfield

861-7727

FREE maintenance.
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’ Considering a, new swimming puol\

or Whirlpool?
we offer you

LOW, LOW, prices...plus one season

e T e e

MAIN FLOOR

'WHEN YOU'RE ON THE

shopping for office supplies and equipment, come up
and have a look at our UPSTAIRS! You'll find the finest
in furnishings for home and office, sofas, ChEII‘S paint-
ings & graphics, tamps, clocks and much more.

All that, and weekly specials like this:

AT MODERN...

20'50 /o Savmgs

on all

\ wu‘rumaa NURSERY

14925 Middlebelt
BETWEEN 5 MILE AND SCHOOLCRAFT
8

OPEN DAILY 8-8

subject.

Mayflower agent.

We can help. We'll give you a free copy
of the Mayflower Moving Kit. It's as com- |
plete a guidebook as you'll find on the

Did you know moving is tax-
deductible? Know how to inventory your
household goods? Never mind. The
Moving Kit includes all that and more.
Even change-of-address cards.

Let us help you before moving day.
For your Kit, just call your nearest

In Detroit call 564-5210. In Livonia

call 522-9270. In Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti
call 459-1990.

Mayﬂower i |
means 1
movmg

ICC# MC-2934
raliR e - " -

LAMPS in stock !

one week only,
now, through May 2SQ,

Modern Offlce,.n.

3153580"1’""!!.0 ROAD *
between 13 & 14 Mile Roads)
Mon. -Fri.: 8:00-5:00

/. We specialize in Hydrothe_fapy Spa pools

b WE ARE A QUALITY POOL BUILDER...
M . NOT A VOLUME POOL BUILDER... ~
b OPENINGS *CLOSINGS e ALL REPAIRS

380 Pool Doctors

Deal Directly with the Owners

Tom Stubbs 557-6555

~ Mark Orechkin 657-2657 .
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