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How to

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

Steve Hornbeck's first piano concert
was given to a small collection of wet
-lmmdry hanging around his mother’s
basement. .

He didn’t have a choice. The piano
was kept downstairs. .

But rather than dampen his spirit,
the experience led him through four
years as a bass-player for a rock
group and another four years as a
piano tuner.

He will be joined by three other
piano technicians—the preferred term
for a tuner—at 810 p.m. on May 18 at

~the Farmington Cammunity Library,
2500 Liberty.

Together with a little help from the
Farmington Musicale, they will show
prospective musicians the proper care
and selection for their next keyboard
instrum

ents,
Like Hornbeck, 2, the men are
members of the Detruit-Windsor Piano

learn the care and feeding of the piano

At first encounter, the ivories didn't
tickle young Homnbeclk.

“The piano was an old grand that
made it into the basement but was too
large to make it back up in one piece,”
he remembered with his customary
humor. “You know the kind. It broke a
few steps going down into the base-
ment.”. .

Practice was far from a favorite
pastime, according to Hombeck.

“How would you like to practicein a
damp, chilly basement with laundry
hanging around you?” he asked in
mock horror.

Hornbeck emerged from the base-
ment when his uncle gave him an old
ukulele and taught him to play *Has
Anybody Seen My Giri?"”

From there, he made the unlikely
progression into a rock band by the

time he was 13 years old. For four
years, he and three buddies played

* together as the Panic in the Pack, a
group managed by Mike Qiatro.

“I played guitar. But then it was dis-
covered I couldn't handle more than
four strings. So I rented a bass,” he
said, jokingly. N

FOUR YEARS ago he made the
switch from usic student to piano
technician. Along the way, he’s had an
opportunity to work on the piano used
outdoors at Meadow Brook.

After tuning the instrument in the
moming, the technician is expected to
be on hand for the performance.
Changes in the temperature and the
humidity affect the wood and the the
sound of the piano.

‘The night_air is bound to affect the

action of the keys and hammers within
. the piano.

Most of the time, the pianos Horn-
beck tunes belong to persons who want
their child to haye something they
missed in their own childhoods,

Guild, a p
society which passes along trade infor-
mation. -

1t’s their expertise that keeps the
pianos tuned and ready for the Detroit

y at Ford Awditorium or the
Meadow Brook outdoor concert series.

HORNBECK, of Whitmore Lake, is
a relative newcomer to the field. He
started out to become a music teacher
unti? his senior year at Oakland Uni-
versity, when his tuba instruetor
squelched the idea.

“He told me there weren't any jobs
waiting for music teachers. That's
after he got up after falling on the
floor laughing when I told him I
wanted to be a music teacher," Horn-
beck remembers in 2 half-joling man-

ner.

Instead, the teacher suggested he
look into piano tuning. Hornbeck's
tuba instructor switched to showing
him the piano turing business and a
new, unexpected career was launched,

He apprenticed under Tom Pettit, a
piano technician who will speak with
him at the library. Afterwards, he
attended the Yamaha Piano Schoo! in
Bueno Park, Calif,, to further his
skills,

As-a piano tuner, Hombeck is
required to know the different parts of
the instrument much as an auto
mechanic is familiar with the inner
workings of a car. But he is exempted
from being a good pianist.

“You don’t have to be a great race
driver to be a great mechanic,” he
explained.

AND TO HEAR Hornbeck tell it, it's
just as well he isn't required to be a
good pianist.

“T play at it,” is how he describes
his piano technique. :

Ms. Bush
honored

Marie Bush, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs.-Wil-
liam Bush of 21500
Orchard Lake Road, -
Farmington,™was
recently tapped. by. .
Epsilon Delta Alpha at
the Hillsdale College
Spring Honors
assembly.

The group is an honor
recognizing outstanding
scholastic achievement.

Golden
chosen
for frat

Thomas Golden, son of
Mr. and Mrs. John W.

Mu Alpha Sonfonia at
Hillsdale College.

Phi Mu Sinfonia is a
professional music fra-
ternity.

Somerville
added to list.
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Philip B. Thomas, Inc.

Specializing in Personalized Custom
Designing & Creative Styling of

Authorized Dealer, Citizen Watch
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according to Hornbeck.

His favorite customers are those
who demand that their piano be per*
fectly tuned.

“They know what to look for and
they follow it up,” he said.

While more women are entering the
field, thiere are abok two who are
members of the Detroit-Windsor guild.
But guild membership is necessary for
work in the area. It's more of an infor-
mation outlet so abowt only half of the
area's hnici:

AT THE MOMENT, the guild is
trying to change the image of its. mem-
bers. The generalization that most
piano technicians are blind or cigar
ash shedding slobs is becaming obso-
lete, according to Hombeck.

“We are trying to upgrade our
image. Piano tuning is one business
where you are in total control of

- what’s going on,” he said.

As long as people tickle the ivories,
there’ll be jobs for piano technicians.
After all, icians say, you can tune

are
according to Hombeck.

a piano but you can't tune a fish.

@ When your Pressure Cooker
needs a new gasket.

© How to cook more than one
food at a time in your Pres-
sure Cooker.

« How to make full use of your
Pressure Cooker.

COOKER CLINIC

SERVICE ON YOUR
MIRRO-MATIC

PETER JUNG, MIRROR CONSULTANT will be here to service
your MIRRO-MATIC Pressure Cooker, at no cost to you except for
parts...and answer your questions on pressure cooking,

DO YOU KNOW?

MIRRO-MATIC SPEED COOKERS
Made of super-thick aluminum

PRESSURE

Sat., May 20
10 am to 3 pm

® How to adapt your favorite
recipe to Pressure Cooker
cooking and canning.

» How to pressure can in 2,
Mirro-Matic.

o How to make desserts in
your Pressure Cooker.

# you don't. own a
Pressure Cooker now
iS the time 10 see first-
fhand how MIRRO-
MATIC  *
Cooks’

time  tequired with
conventional methods.

5 Mile at Farming
pomd  GAZ2-1155— 9371611

An elegant $750,000 Year Round Private Swim Club, located in
West Bloomfield, cordially invites you to an Open House.

The Board of Directors has

b

ship applications. The Potomac C
pic size outdoor swi

p of
Club offers you an outstanding Olym-
I Additi g

include:

Ic
pool

* Party Baliroom

® Men's and Women'’s Sauna Rooms

e Conference Lounge
® Party Bar

« Billiard Room

« Exercise Room

Now
Individuals
can borrow

like the large
corporations

at rates

* Game Room
« Teen Room
- = Indoor Pool

Membership i_i'l the club provides you with year round recreation and
exercise facilities. Swimming helps to keep you in good health and
physically fit. .

Come on in and explore the wonderful feeling of belonging to Poto-
mac Club, an experience you and your family will enjoy for years to
come. -

Full family membership for the 1978 season
is $222.00 - L

For further information relative to this limited membership availability,
call the Club Manager, Mrs. McDonald &t 661-0550

Potomac Club

6200 Farmington Road
West Bloomfield
661-0550 -
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NEW CAR LOANS.AT 13%% OVER PRIME
y !
The prime rate of the Metropolitan Nationa! Bank is 8%%. A new car loan for 24 months at a
rate of 1%% over prime means an Annual Percentage Rata of 8.50. A new car loan for 36
months at a rate of 1%% over prime means an Annual Percentage Rate at 10.00. These
rates appiy only to the financing of new 1978 automobiles and are. subject to a 20% down
payment and credit approval. The prime rate of the Metropolitan National Bank and the rates
quoted above are subject to change without notice at the discretion of the bank.
Call 553-4200 to get Exact Payments on Your Deal

Metro Bank also finances Used Cars, Commercial Vehicles, and
Recreational Vehicles at similar low Bank Rates.
PRIME RATE CAR LOANS — ONE MORE GOOD REASON
TO BANK WITH METRO BANK.
METROPOLITAN NATIONAL BANK

OF FARMINGTON

FARMINGTON'S ONLY COMMUNITY BANK
Locally owned — Ldcally Managed — Locally Staffed

Telephone 5534200 Farmington Office

MEMBER—FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION' L
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