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Nothing dumb about Brenner
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LOUISE SNIDER

By ETHEL

All those dumb things you did, that
happened to you, that you remember
when you were a kid. This is the
humor of comic David Brenner, who
crger:d the Birmingham Theatre last
week.

'Commando raid

retold thrillingly

“Operation Thunderbolt™ (PG) is the Israeli account of the 1976
commando raid on Entebbe airport in Uganda where terrorists held
captive the Israeli passengers of an Air France jet. With the passengers
were the French crew members who elected to remain behind when the
non-Israelis wereseparated from the others and flown to Paris.

The occasional voice of a narrator, explaining the situation and the
political scene, is an unnecessary interjection that dilutes the tension.
Director Menahem Golan is most effectivewhen he just lets the action
and events speak for He builds up anticipation and sus-
pense with crosscutting between the hostages at Entebbe andthe Israeli
commando units at home drilling in preparation for the raid.

Yehoram Gaon, who portrays the actual leader and traingr of the
special army unit, nicely underplays the dramatics and provides con-
trast o the high-pitchedemotions of the terrorists and the hostages.

There have been two made-for-TV movies of the Entebbe raid, but
the extraordinary feat is still exciting, even more so when seen on a
large screen and without interruption.

‘The movie version does define the cooperation and complicity of
Colonel Khadafy of Libya, of Yassar Arafat and Dr. Haddad, and of Idi
Amin and his Ugandan troops.

At theend one feels like joining the celebration, not just because the

captives are [reed, 'but because a successful stand against terrorism
makes the world safer for everyone.
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timillionaire shipping magnate and Jac-
queline Bisset as wife of the U.S. President, enjoy a Greek isle
vacation.

p Anthony Quinn as mull

| Gossip .mongered
in ‘Greek Tycoonw’

“The Greek Tycoon™ (R) is an exploitative movie designed to titil-
| late all those who devour magazines with pictures of Jackie O.on the
] cover.

Jacqueline Bissel plays Lizzie Cassidy, the young, attractive wife of
a young, attractive senator (James Franciscus) who becomes Presi-
dent ofthe United States and is then assassinated.

‘The widow, anxious to get away from her dominating in-laws, mar-
ries Theo Tomasis (rhymes: with Onassis), a Greek shipping tycoon
| (Anthony Quinn).

Lizzie is haughty and cool. The Greekis older and vulgar. But he
’ makes her an offer she can't refuse: A multi-million dollar marriage
° contract that spells out their financial and conjugal obligations.

This is Quinn’s movie. As Tomasis, he’s a lusty, brawling, cunning
manipulator. He bounces back and forth between high finances and low
§ Iust. Finnally, he fades out with a shameless rehash of his “Zorba, the
K Greek' routine.

The dialogue is flat and dreary, but the scerery's not bad. “The

Greek Tycoon” is a dull Mediterranean travelogue in which a few
actors dropped in to play charades.

Brenner a quick rapport
with his audience, who packed the the-
ater for full houses during his five
shows. On opening night, Thursday,
Brenner caped with everything from a
dead mike to an intruding TV camera.

‘When the mike went dead, Brenner
quipped, “God made the world in
seven days. 1 bet he couldn't put in a
sound system.” He had jokes to cover
every contingency, and he’d prabably
faced most crises before.

However, at one point during the
show, the bright lights of a TV camera
crew blinded the eyes of the audience
and Brenner, too. “Where are you

Re’view

from?” he asked. “Channel 4." was
the reply.

CHANNEL 4 went right on filming.

“What's it, a slow night for news?
Brenner asked. I feel like I'm living
a Fellini movie!”

‘The camera crew turned the TV eye
on the front rows, to catch the
audience laughter.. Brenner .was
obviously stunned and annoyed,
although he kept his comie cool.

Gary Deeb, one of the theater
owners, came down the aisle to move
the camera crew. (“That's a violation
of Brenner’s contract,” he said later.)

Brenner resumed his act, saying,
“I'm going to follow this by telfing you
something dumb!™ That's one of his

Shakespeare Festival

play emphasized

For the fith year Dr. Philip J. Traci

ill share his insights into worksof
William Shakespeare to be performed
at the Stratford, Ont., Festival.

Titled *“Three for Stratford 78, the
series starts June 1 at 8 p.m. at the
Grosse Pointe War Memorial, Grosse
Pointe Farms.

Series is sponsored by University
Courses in Adult Education (Wayne
State University, College of Lifelong
Learning—The University of Michigan
Externsion Service).

Dr. Tract, a member of the WSU
English Departmnent since 1969, is a
Shakespearean critic. He has written
and lectured extensively on Shake-
speare and his plays. Currently, he is
writing a book with Prof. Marvin Fel-

Brel ' {7
show
lives

Jacques Brel, France's
ranking composer-inter-

heim of the University of Michigan on
Shakespeare’s comedies.

Dates subjects and titles of the
lectures are:

June 1 Julius Caesar: “Power
and Virtue in Ancient Rome™
June 8 Macbeth: “The Source of
Evil—Self, Wife or the
Witches?"

June 15 The Winter's Tale:
'What's It Ali About, Willie?"”

Dr. Traci's lectures will focus on the
plots, historical background, language
and possible interpretations of each
play, Ample time is allowed for ques-
tions and answers.

Fee is priced for the series or for
single lectures.

preter of modemn songs
in the tradition of Piaf-

Bruant, is living (“very
well, thank you”) in | Features
Paris.

Unknown still to many
Americans, he is being
brought to the attention
of the American public
via ‘“Jacuges Brel Is
Alive and Well and Liv-
ing in Paris,” The musi-
cal revue of some 24 of
the author’s songs first
opened at the Village
Gate in New York in 1968

SH

and Cantonese dishes. All you can enjoy
served Fri., Sat., Sun. Evenings.

WEEK NIGHT SPECIALS

(Combination of any two
I SR $4.50
SHANGRI LA WEST

Telegraph Rd. N. of Square Lake Rd

CHINESE BUFFET

all varieties of your favorite Chinese

RIMP—CHICKEN—RIBS

Restourant & Lounge

ma)

Miracle Mie Shopping Center
ot e Showtbi T

and is currently oifered
at Vittorio’s Dinner
Theatre, 33201 Plymouth
and Farmington roads,
ivonia.

Brel's explosive songs
include a variety of
moods, from cynical
irony to warm com-
passion. They're lusty,
abrasive, desperate,

Glimpses

NEW RELEASES

COMING HOME (R). Powerful storyof Vietnam era with Jane Fonda as offi-
cer's wife who falls in love with disabled vet (Jon Voight).

F.IS.T. (PG). Sylvester Stallone as union organizer in film that spans decades
from early struggle and idealism to national strength and corrupution.

FM (PG. Funny film about a rock 'n’ roll radio .station and the conflict
between the disc jockeys and station management. THE FURY (R).

Director Brian DePalma unleashes the special effects in gory film about
secret govemnment agency and two teenagers with strange psychic powers.

HOUSE CALLS (PG). Walter Maithau and Glenda Jackson in entertainingco-
‘medy about amorous adventures of widowed doctor and complications in

| nospitalpolitics.

| 1 WANNA HOLD YOUR HAND (PG).Bealle hysteria of the *60s in story of

six youngsters who go to New York to see the Beatles on the Ed Sullivan

show Sound track of Beatles’ recordings,

THE LAST WALTZ (PG). The last concert given by The Band, Thanksgiving
1976, is docurnented in this film by Martin Scorsese.

1900 (R). The rise of Halian Fascism provides the background for Bernardo
Bertolucci's epic {liat parallels the lives of two boys, one born to a family
of landowners, one to a family of farm workers.

PRETTY BABY (R). Red-light district of New Orleans in 1917 as seen by a
child prostitute in lush, unmaralizing film by Louis Malle,

RABBIT TEST (PG). Joan Rivers directed this wild comedy about the
world’s first pregnant man.

SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER (R). John Travolta (of Kotter’s sweathogs) is
the main man in film with plenty of disco action.

ASPECIAL DAY (R). Sophia Loren and Marcello Mastroiani are excellent as
two lonely individuals caught up in bombast of Italian Fascism AN

UNMARRIED WOMAN (R). Jif! Clayburgh in top form as woman who picks
up thepieces after her lusband leaves her, then finds there's more to life
than Scotch Tape. Written and directed by Paul Mazursky.

: MOVIE RATING GUIDE
G General audiences admitted. )

PG Parental guidance suggested. All ages admitted.

R Restricted. Adult must accompany person under 18.
X Noone under 18 admitted:
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. night, with dinner at 7

salty, an emnlinn;i
excessive that doesn't
fall flat.

Phil Marcus Esser,

Charlie Latimer, Bar-
bara Bredius and Mary
Ann Paquette are the
voices in the cast.

BEFORE THE show,
Vittorio’s serves a buffet
dirner featuring Steam-
ship Round of Roast
Beef, Golden Fried
Chicken, Baked Lasagna
or Mostaccioli as well as
relish trays, jello molds,
cole slaw, potatoes au

469 S. Woodward, B‘ham.

the Finest in Chinese
& Americon Cuisine

Sat. 1211 pm.

gratin, green beans

almondine and fresh
fruit.

Following the perform-
fiinces, Creme de Menthe
parfait dessert is served.

THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

Audiences are then
-encouraged to join the
merriment with disco
dance music.

Performances are
every Thursday, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday

p.m. and curtain time at

A thoughtful way to welcome vis-
itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all
business, spom,‘ and educational
centers in Oakland County.

8:30. Sunday dinner is at
S pm. and the show

A
sansat7:30pm q;| Ringsley Jun
For those who want to N

attend the show only, the N .

1peice s separate. ‘Woodward and Long Lake Road’
***%yr, further informa- Bloomfield Hills

tion ‘ghd reservations, .1

call 4258344, . ‘644- 1400 564-5144

lines, the dumb things we do, and see
und us.

aro A
Obviously, that was the dumbest.
“That’s a first,” he declared. *‘In 8,000
shows, that's a first!"
Channel 7's Bill Bonds introduced
the show, the first live i

self-derogatory subject of many of his
jokes, and a yard-wide grin.

He also joked about his skinny body,
likening it to the floor mike.

Brenner's show was designed for 2
family audience, and the word S-E-X
hardly i to Bren-

under the new policy of concerts and
Stage productions reopening the Bir-
mingham Theatre. .

VOCALIST Edna Lev, who
explained in an accented voice that
she is from Israel, opened the show
with a session of songs, in an upbeat
Vegas style.

Brenner’s turn followed a brief inter-
mission, and he came out dressed in a
striped navy velveteen suit and vest,
with ruffled shirt, looking impish.

He appeared natural and relaxed,
despite a bad back which kept him
pacing the stage in long strides instead
of using a high stool that had brzn set
out. His long curly hair, framed twin-
kling eyes, a sloping nose that was the

ner, he and the rest of the guys in

. South Phily were pretty naive kids.

But it was a tough neighborhood,
and there were jokes about the tough
guys on the block, including some
brothers who were so tough Brenner
was scared of their porch.

AS A KID, Brenner hated school. His
teachers called him a destructive ele-
ment. One long segement in his long
Stage stint was about a classroom
arithmetic test.

It struck a responsive chord in the
audience. Like mdst of Brenner’s
material. it reminds you of half-forgot-
ten memories of teachers, peers, sib-
ling rivalry, embarrassing moments
and youthful revenge. .
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SUNSET
SEAFOOD

® Scrod

SPECIALS

Broiled in lemon butter
® Seafood Brochetre

Shrimp.

Seallops and Whitefish marinated
and broiled

® ['ender Seallops

$4.95

Dinners include long grain & «wild rice,
[rench fries, or baked potato, a crisp

green salad and bread.

Sunday 4-6 p.m.
Monday-Thursday 5-7 p.m

The Dry Dack, 26855 CGreenfidd Road
; Southficld

FOR THE PRICEOF }
FROM 4 P.M. TIL7P.M.
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
WITH
FROMSPM.TILZAM.
MONDAY THRU
SATURDAY.

2 TALL COOL DELICIOUS DRINKS

e
olly” Miller”
<1 ounge

Monday to Saturday Il am. il 2a.m.
undays noon til midnight

S MILE & NORTHVILLE ROADS
call (313) 459-4500
FOR MEETINGS AND
BANQUET PLANNING

Serving you fam these fie
aestaumnts i the gouter
. Detmoit yrea:

: S,
- S Coccnbihd Y, 5702 T Nk L.
S e

St g ;
ToacBET0T0 Pl 373-1010

10 all shapes
superh wine list,

o
- of friendly and
attentive service.
At our rostanrants,
#rvut food, fricnds,
and atmosphere
combine for that
perfect cvenlng
suurTl long remcnnber.
Plan Tunch ot dinner with s soo
We have o place set for yout

We aivept revenutions
and BankAmericunl,




