WD(0)

The "78 Marquis offers a long-wheelbmse
ride, roominess and luggage capacity in a two-
door hardtop, four-door pillared hardtop and
station wagons. All models feature slandan]

Auto tips

‘Gasoline: If it works,
it’s what you want

By PATRICK KELLY

Gasoline is an important item in the average
family's budget, but few automobile owners know
how to select the gasoline their car needs, or how
to get the most mileage and performance lmm the

line they buy.
m}{:re isa s{mp{e procedure recommended by the
U.S. Department of Transportation-that can help
you selct the octane rating your particular car

. Have your car tuned by a competent mechanic
to exact factory specifications. Make sure that is
isin good mechanical condition.

* Wait until the gas is low, then fill up with the
brand you usually buy, specifying the grade (pre-
mium, regular or other) as recommended by your
owner’s manual. Drive a few miles until the
engine is warmed up, come to a complete stop,
then accelerate hard.

 If the engine knocks or pings on the gasoline
with the recommended rating, use up the tank of
gas and refill with the next higher grade. Repeat
the acceleration test. If the engine does not knock,
this is the octane you need. If it does knock on this
higher octane, see your mechanic. You have
mechanical trouble.

= If the engine does not knock or ping on the

Mercury Marquis

equipment such as a 5.8 liter V- eigine, auts«
matic transmission, power steering, power
front disc brakes, solid-state ignition and a
sound insulation package.

gasoline with the recommended octane rating, use
up the tank and refill with the next lower gmde or
octane. Repeat the acceleration test. If the engine
knocks, this lower grade is inadequate for your
car’s needs, and you should go back to the higher
octane. If the engine does not knock, you can use
this lower grade.

* However, changing conditions can change
octane requirements. As your car ages, its ten-
dency to knock usually will increase. Heavy loads
or low humidity may have the same effect.

o If your car is in good mechanical condition but
is knocking under your current driving conditions,
you may want to use the next higher octane.

Antiknock compounds are not the only additives
you may require in your gasoline. The other prin-

- cipal additives include:

Anti-icing compounds, which prevent the build-

jw of ice—for example, in carburetors, and nnt‘:;
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