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Right-to-die bill is misunderstood, says sponsor

By SUSAN ROGERS

“Every adult has the right to control
his own health care in any stage.” said
state representative David C. Hollis-
ter(D-Lansing). “Health care doesn't
stop if you are unconscious—decisions
will be made. The question is who will
make those decisions and under what

circumstances,

Holhster, who introduced the recent
Medical Treatment Decision Act in the
Michigan Howse of Representative,
was a speaker at a recent conference
on medical ethics at the University of
Michigan-Dearborri catnpus.

“The bill is not about death and
dying,” stressed Hollister, ““The cen-
tral idea is the right of the individual
-to contro! his own health care no mat-

“ter what condition he’s in.”

- Michigan’s bill. known as the
MTDA, gives an individual the right to
designate someone to be his agent in

:the event he becomesi incompetent.

- The agent can be a husband, wife, son

“or daughter (if an adult), a member of

. the clergy, a physician, anyone.

+ .“Our bill is silent,” noted Hollister.

.“We dont know if treatment will

REP. DAVID HOLLISTER

guarantee what the agent will decide.”

The MTDA offers several options.
*The person can sign a living will if he
chooses, in addition to choosing an
agent," said Hollister. *“The physician
can honor the will or not—in any case
he can't be sued.”

A living will states the wishes of an
individual in regard to keeping him

The MTDA also allows a person to
change his agent at any time. This can
be accomplished by writing a state-
ment of revocation, destroying the
document or by making an oral state-
ment in the presence of two or more
witnesses,

Hollister pointed out to a seminar
audience of about 30 that the bill
**doesn’t condone, authorize or
approve of mercy killing or suicide.”

““This legislation is designed to pro-
tect the individual's right of self deter-
mination whether the wish is for con-
tinued treatment or the withdrawal of

. treatment,"” he said.

Hollister is nét alone in his
enthusiasm for bill 5778. *“The bill is
supported by nearly all the senior citi-
zen groups in the state, by several
nurses groups and by independent
churches, " said Hollister.

However, the bill does have its oppo-
nents.

“Our biggest trouble right now is
with the right-to-life group,” said Hol-
lister. **They relate this issue to abor-
tion and they're making it tough to
move the bill. What they don't see is

their agent.” he said.

And Michigan doctors? “They’re
divided," reported Hollister. “‘A lot of
them are glad—they're tired of play-
ing God and tired of being afraid of
being sued.

The MTDA is the product of an 18-
month study of the moral, ethical,
legal and medical aspects of death and
dying by a statewide task force. The
task force consists of physicians, law-
yers, nurses,  hospital administrators,
philosophers, clergy, teachers, senior
citizens, housewives, students and
other concerned citizens.

Hollister indicated the purpose of the
task force was “to decide if there was
a compelling need for legislation and if
s0, to draft legislation wllich appropri-
ately addresses the need.

After a careful mmpansan of bills
on this subject written in 40 states, bill
5778 was drafted.

Hollister said that without legisla-
tion the incompetent individual has
several options available for his con-
tinued health care. The first is to let a
physician make the decisions, but Hol-
lister feels *‘you're taking a big chance

and fewer people today have a family
doctor who is certain of his patients’
values.

Another option is to let a committee
decide, which Hollister also finds dis-
agreeable, The family decision is a
possibility. However Hollister
observed that many families tend to
disagree on malters of importance.

‘The Jiving will by itsell is a possi-
bility. Hollister explained it holds no
legality whatsoever in the state of
Michigan. “It's only a piece of paper.”
he said.

The last option, the one Hollister
feels is most feasible, is the agent
idea. “Someone you know and trust
can make your decisions in the case
you're unable.” he commented.

The physician retains prime respon-
sibility under the MTDA, but some of
the responsibilty is taken off his shoul-
ders. He has the right to decide when

to call the agent. and if he disagrees
with the agent’s decision he can ta
the agent to court. If the physician
refuses to stop treatment upon On
agent’s request. he must find a physi-
cian who will.

“Thirty two states are presently
debating varous legislative proposals
which seek to protect the rights of
patients to control their own health
care,” said Hollister. “Eight have
enacted laws.”

Hollister and many others feel there
is a definite neef for legislastion in this
matter. “This act seeks to conserve
the values of self-determination and
autonomy-values which have become
increasingly difficult to exercise in
this age of impersonalized medicing,”
he said. “This legislation is designed
to protect the individual to ensure lh}i!,
his or her wishes are fulfilled,”
cluded Hollister.

More booze licenses is aim of Bullard

State Rep. Perry Bullard (D-Ann
Arbor) has introduced a bill which
would permit restaurants to have tav-
em licenses, regardless of population

license for every 1,500 persons in an

area.
Similar legislation in Wisconsin has
meant renewed vigor for small restau-

“stop—we just want to-give a person  ments.

alive, and making funeral arrange-

that they would have an option to have
someone with their own views serve as

leaving the decision to a ‘trusted’ fam-

the limilations.
ily physician.” He pointed out fewer

Currently, state law allows one

rants and for downtown business
areas, Bullard said.

Area woman named
to nutrition panel

Dolores V. Miller, 1018 Brenthaven
DPrive, Bloomfield Hills, a homemaker
and former teacher, has been named
by Gov. William Milliken to the State-
wide Nutrition Commission.

The -commission. established last
year, will advise the state office of
nutrition, review the proposed state-
wide nutrition’plan and budget projec-
tions for nutrition programs in state
agencies, and make recommendations
regarding nutrition policies, services
and programs.
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\\ And so does summer
Y\ furniture, like Tropi-
Stone and Woodard.

3 A full selection’s in
now — chaises, chairs, tables and just the
umbrella you've been looking for poolside
and patio. And priced ngh| too. But come
in soon while the choice is at its best.

W. Dig Beaver at Crooks. Troy. Phone 649-2070
Telearaph at 12 Mile. Southfield. Phone 353-9880
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This Monday, Memorial Day, is the best day all summer to buy stereo
at Tech Hifi. Because on Memorial Day (and rot again this summer)
everything in the store goes on sale ~including all 1977 demonstrator

MICRO sEX!
Micro Seiki DD20 deluxe direct
drive manual... .$ 99,
Pioneer PL117 single-play,
automatic belt-drive.........$ 89.
Phillps 222 electronic automatic
single-play.... .. $159.
Sanyo TP1020 semi- automanc
direct-drive 119

Plus more turntables lmmAbC.Dual,
Philips, BSR, B**C and Garrard.

TEAC

Cartridges from Audlo Technica, ADC,

Empirs, Pickering, Ortofon, Stanton,

and Micro Acoustics are available
for above turntables at special

All Sun
Monday:

Our Memorial Day Sale.
The lowest prices of the Summer: for one day only.

Open 10:00a.m. to 9:00p.m.

electronics at dealer cost. This Monday, as always, Tech Hifi will not
be undersold. Here are some examples of the kind of one-day-only

$149

Craig 500 receiver
Studio Design 16 loudspeakers
Collaro 1253 turntable

TEAC 106 cassette deck.
Advent 201A.....

Tech Hifi's
Biggest Sale

IMINEe1.

savings you can expect:

tems

Kenwood 2600 receiver
EPI 110 loudspeakers
Garrard GT10 tumtable

Magnetic cartridge Pickering cartridge
Nikko 315 receiver Kenwood 4070 receiver
KLH 100 loudspeakers Ohm D: loudspeakers
BSR 2260A turntable Philips 437 turntable
ADC cartridge Ortofon cartridge.’

Loudspeakers
rLELUL N

JBL L~100 (pair)...

savings, too.

35555 Plymoulh Rd. (World Camera Bldg.), Livonia 525-7360 / 4526 N. Woodward Ave.,
Royal Oak 576-4436 / 125 Main St., Rochester 652-HIFI
In Michigan: Daarbarn Mt. Clemens, Detroit “The Bargaln Center,” East Detroit, Southgate, Ann Arbor and East Lansing.
& . Stores alsg injNew England New York, New Jewey, Fennsylvanla andinOhio. .5 -

Roadstar 5800 tte d

k. $349. f

- $438.
onAdvenL Infinity, and
Ohm.

\

Receivers
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Kenwood 2600 15 watts

per channel....
Marantz 2230B 30 watts

Similar savings on Akai, Harman
Kardon, Nikko, Pioneer, Sony and
Sansui receivers.

Plus all 1977 demonstrator elec-
tronics are on sale Monday only at
dealer cost. That's every 1977 dem~
onstralor raceiver, amplitier, and
tunér in every store at our cost.
Brands include all of the above, plus
Accuphase, Crown, Phase Linear,
Citation, and SAE!

Many, many more unadvertised
spscials.

Prices goad Monday, May 29 only.

Not gll items available in all stores.

Not responsible for typographicat
orors.

tech hifi

Soundrooms you can play i,
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