Pay raise clash hits
Hills city workers

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

Fanmningten Hills City Council has
ordered that the maximum raise for
ron-union city employees for the next
fiscal year be five per cent

The action, taken at this week's
councll session, will cause “serious

" to the dty,
to City Mgr. George Majoros.
~~Tie conlrontation between adminis-
tration officials and city legislators
has been growing since city couecil
leamed it was facing a 810 million
tradget for 1978-79.

Originally, the administration had
aubrmitted 2 wage list for the 31 non-
union emnplsyees. The raises averaged
7% per cert. Majoros, in earlier
tudget  discussions, increases
wrad average seven peRcent.

Fourteen of the employees averaged
irore than the seven per cent, with one
crnployee listed for a 2208 per cent
neTeRs:

IN A DEBATE which began aher a
patdic hearing oo the budget, Coun
dlwoman Joanne Smith challengad
the concept of acruss-the-beard 2
{£T Cent Increases

“Vee're guing to come lu the poiat
Jtere we will price ourselves put of
jeople we czr afford. It is alweys
sinted out 1012 that wnion personnel
=t thise: kind of increases.” she said

“Bit 1 think we should resig the
Lamptation Lo be blackmaiid by the
dministration that they won't be coa-
23

We've come W the point where we
% 15 huld te line. Some of these
100 excessive,” she coa-

reises are just
chuded.
Coxxil vetersn fari Oppenthsuser

~1 find it d:fficult to penglize man-
fement personzed for nox bzing in 2
e, said Opperthaw

‘Morale Is important
the city. This team has provided good service
to the community. | wouldn't want to lose

them.’

- City Mgr. George Majoros

smetody to replzce them.” he said

He pointed 1o the (o3t of biving whach
increased by 5.9 per cerd year and
said thet. in reality, they only would
te gutting two per cent raises

Noo-undon emphyees include oty
exxautives, dvison and section heads
secretarial and Comprehensive
Erployment  Training Act (CETA.
emnployees.

Bue Oppenthaisser was in 3 mininty.
with the rest of the countil supprring

Serth's oontenton that the raises were
1n high

Murciiman Keat Deston recoms
mended that ropored b.dg-

could be pared down by limiung th:
raises to five per cent and by _m.,,
te recommended four fire prrsonse!
increase 1o two Anpther pmy;std [
wrusd be 1o putiish the oty newsiester
twice a year rather then three times

“We dun't want 1) st the preceden
by setting seven per cegl 8o uni
regaistions will stan = a2t
pazt,” be told Majorus

Cowciimen Joe Alkztesd 213 the!
risee for mdministrators shouid be
trsed on 8 merit system.

considersiion. A person should be rec-
ogized for good work.” be seid

But Mnuroa warped that fhae
morale wes & stake’

T,

“We must be realigic I they are
axng the job. they should be paid for
1w I they aren't. then we should get

Maxale is imporiént to the fumcton
115 of the caty Thes texm has provided
mod sérmze G the commuary 1

to the functioning “of
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