Botulism toxin
weighs deadly

By JEANNE WHITTAKER

All you ever wanted to know about
everything from ‘rusty pipes to over-
ripe foods is now available through the

Known as “Handy Hints on Cull .
the number fdr the service is 858-2519.
New messages on horticulture, agri-
culture, culture, natural resources,
foods and nutrition, consumer infor-
‘mattion, and home and family tips are
added every Monday, Wednesday and

! Friday.

Anmher addition to the service is a
Food Preservation Hot Line—858-
0004—which was inaugurated in early
May to help consumers learn how to
can, freeze and preserve foods without
poisoning their families.

‘The new service is an outgrowth of
last year’s botulism incident at a Mex-
ican food restaurant in Pontiac, said
Lols Thieleke,the home economist who
oversees the service.

The program, she said, was estab-

. lished for only a few weeks a year ago.
This year, the service has been
extended and will continue through
Oct. 1. In ‘addition, Ms. Thieleke will
be available to go about the county
giving talks and demonstrations on the
proper methods of caring for food.

“I'M YOUR tax dollars at work,”

“Unlike salmonella or other forms
of food poisoning, botulism grows in
the soil. With proper precauttions, it
will die-

“But it likes to grow in something
warm and moist. Low-acid foods are

its favorite Ernwing place, and it needs

o oxygen t!

“THE WORST part about it is that it
attacks the respiratory system. We
were very lucky with the attack last
year, although there are some people
who are still suffering the effects of
having had it.”

Mrs. Thieleke said the service will
handle all types of food-related ques-
tions. Whenever possible, the ques-
tions will be answered during the
course of the call. The more difficult
ones will be refered to Michigan State
University and the answer phoned
back to the caller.

Among the calls the service has
already received was one about the
length of time that meats can be
stored safely in a freezer. Could a tur-
key be stored for six years and still be
edible? Another caller asked how to
ship lettuce to Chicago; and a third
caller wondered whether breast milk
can be frozen.

“Like many things, breast milk can
be frozen, but only with the proper
procedures,” Mrs. Thieleke said. Such
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She hopes consumers and organiza-
tions will ask for tips on caring for
{oods whether at home or on a picnic.

“There are dozens of things that
people do wrong when handiing their
foods,” she said “And now, with
people being more interested than
ever in growing vegetables, even il it's
on a window sill, it's more important
than ever that they know how to do it
properly.”

For instance, Mrs. Thieleke suggests
that when in doubt, keep your fingers
out of it until you are sure the food is
safe.

"It only takes one-quarter tea-
spoonful of botulism toxin to kill you,”

Common preparation mistakes, she
added, are not reading the recipe, not
following directions, and cheating on
the times and temperatures when pre-
paring foods. .

“We also get calls asking us what to
do when freezers go out,” she said.
‘The service maintains a list of items
which may be saved and which should
be disposed.

Of particular interest to Mrs. Thiel-

eke at this time of year is the prepara-
tion and protection of foods that will
‘make up picnic fare.

“We try to get the consumer to think
about what they are taking with
them,” she said. ““The important thing

Rd.) 478-0080

Sp.m.

* LIVONIA (7 Mile at Formington
« All Stores Open Sunday 12 to

eaiy.f
/

DlSTlNCT IVE APPAREL

she said. “Most people dont know istokeep it cold or hot or don’t take it.
what botulism really is. Botulism is  That means that everything has to be
food poisoning at its extreme. over 140 degrees or under 40 degrees.
A BACKYARD POOL l .

TREES
52995

WISTERIA

the CH".D”EN’S Ba'aqam Town

« EVERBLOOMING ROSE BUSHES » PETUNIAS
* GERANIUMS « MARIGOLDS
. lMPAT]ENS * HANGING BASKETS
REDWOOD CHIPS - 3 BAGS FOR S11%°

N wu‘rm NURSERY

14925 Middlebelt
BETWEEN 5 MILE AND SCHOOLCRAFT
8

15 FT. X 48 [N. POOL W/LADDER AND FILTER

299%

Packags includes rugged 15 oo

heay vinyl linef wiil nﬂvmlﬂly P e

sandler 48 inch adder. Un-mmnnu
‘AusNATS

f
| GENERAL
| Foam

OPEN DAILY 8-8

youwpffmd 9%

mortgage money?

MR. TURTLE wasGoner
[ SLIDE ‘% SPUASH, POLYETHYLENE M(l)ccﬁvg MOUSE

ALLOENERAL FOAM AT G DISCOUNT

1093; WADING PooL - 6 B 1277, X 36 INCH POOL WITH LADDER AND FILTER
My 91 Polysihylana § 6 8 ¢| 83
P 7§ Liatins, gl e | spmmi e 99
seats and slida. s head sirap, . blsd. one
L

R T
ALUIDEAL AT 81G.0ISCOUNT.

GENERAL
F

ol
B ; ! 505 - o
ravo can:
10 hith
From $86,990 M"lwb 9 87 a.=
ALGAECIDE CHI.ORIKE
POOLF PITER b
mr:‘;“‘v”‘ OR"BLETS
wrddnout Filters 500 G.P.H. Self 91
o pining pogs. Ganatds koo
[!nfiation sequired. :llll::;::m Soeration. T water sparkie
auare ALLGUIAT $0 DiSCOUNT ALLMUSKIN AT 813 DSCOUNT 13
SHAMRAOCK CORAL
sk
W0,
= Beautiful hilly Rochester \*_“\ o
close to Meadowbrook. (i -
® 60-day occupancy. = TR )
® H.O.W. Warranty plan |
available.
ilable. . 1 | WATER WHAM
[ ] a
ixmlm_g e'llevatl;)ns nd VIR | ACTION | 'OUIH
ramatic floorplans. AR MATTRESS CAME :ﬂ""x‘h l'cw ih
3 m
MODEL HOURS: i ,,“.‘:,'.‘,‘;,,,’\'.::,' SNURKEI .
Daily and Sunday 1-8 T 81 |
Saturday 1-6 p.m. oot 172iongx ¢| 81 a?p':nz::y::ll 87 Satety plastic 48
R 3 - Closed Thursday U.nm’;‘,‘m,,‘,mm s | 27 wide. o | Connec: fona Novtosic
Based on 30-yr. Conv. mortgage. Cali: 375-9770 v PRt lor sasy installation, [ llﬂ'n
414 RODDY AT 810 DSICOUNT aousrsaoacount | ALKG.ATeR DSCOUNT B Sonnoce a o
. . D A D D P ' A 6 P
. 0
NORLD . ° - FLINT .~ SOUTHGATE ROSEVILLE 0
. 32505, Linden Rd. ai Miller Rd. . 14333 Eureka Road 12070 Gratiot Ave. a Masonic n
- - . Acroan Irom Gendtes V. Camat of Tranion Ave Actoss rom Macomd Mall
v .. LIVONIA SOUTHFIELD MADISON HEIGHTS u
0 29150 W. 7 Mile Rd. at Middlabelt 27000 Telegraph Rd. a1 12 Mite 32700 John R. Road a1 14 Mile R
" South ot Tal-12 N, South ol Ostiand Myt



