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By MARIANNE NELSON

“Main man Mike” is going to
march along with some 3,000 men-
tally impaired children and adults
when the 1978 state Special Olympic
Games open on Friday.

Mike is Michael Cassidy, a South-
field boy who attends the High Mead-
ows School in Farmington. He was
one of six children chosen from the
school to represent Oakland County
in the state Special Olympics.

It’s going to be a memorable time
with the drums beating and the
marching band striking up familiar
march music to signal the start the
parade. Down the track they'll come,
marching bands, color guards and
the athletes themselves in their dis-
tinctive uniforms under the banners
of their schools or institutions.

The setting will be the campus of
Central Michigan University in
Mount Pleasant and it will all.be offi-
cial when the Olympic flame is lit
and the 1978 games begin.

For Mike, whose friends call him
“Main Man" being chosen for the
Special Olympics was a real turn-on.
He told his friends and neighbors
about it. And his friends are legion
because Mike's specialty is people.

IN MIKE'S circle of family
friends, neighbors and fellow parish-
ioners at St. Bede Church, he' is

- dearly loved by all. .
He's what youd call “a charmer
from way back.” Although he is only
12plus years old, his frank and
honest manner and amiable person-
ality have won him a coterie’ of
friends larger than most people
thrice his age. .
Mike's friends are a very impor-
tant part.of his life too. He's not the
type of guy to wait until he is greeted
to say hello. Mike will quickly say
“Hi* and extend his hand.

“Give me five” is one of his favor-
ite expressions.

Mrs. Gale Johnson, Mike's teacher
and coach at High Meadows Schools,
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describes the young man as “an
extremely positive cnild, a good
sport and one who takes failure in

his stride.”

“He's a delight to teach and makes
everyone in the class happy,” said
Mrs. Johnsen.

You might say he is one of those
sunny people gifted with the ability
of bringing out the best in others.

Mike will travel to the games with
Mrs. Johnson and other coaches and
five other students from his school
tomorrow. Their participation and
that of the other thousands is not
only to assist the physical devel-
opment of the impaired, but also
their social and psychological devel-

opment.

‘The Olympic events will take place
Friday and Saturday and the group
will return home Saturday night, It
will be a unique educational expe-
rience for all the participants.

TRAVELING with coaches and
other children outside the family
strueture teaches them independ-
ence and self-confidence.

‘While in Mount Pleasant, Mike and
the other aspiring athletes will stay
in college dorms. Central Michigan
‘University has been the site of the
Michigan Special Olympics since
1972 and continues to coordinate and
host the event.

Initially, the Special Olympics
began through the efforts of Eunice

Shriver and the Kennedy

Foundation back in 1968. The founda- -

tion supplies materials, rule books
and professional support for the
event. It is funded by the United
Fund and by fund raising efforts of
supporters of the Oakland County
Association for Retarded Citizens
(OARC). -

Mary Anne Rickens, program
coordinator of the Oakland County
Special Olympics said: “There will
be 205 participants from Oakiand
County in the games.” The age
range spans from eight years and

Special O ympics a ‘turn-on’ for special boy

u})d'l‘he oldest participant is 64 years
o

An AllStar Special Olympic Fund
Raiser was held early this spring at
Qakland University and $30,000 was
raised by local celebrities. The lumi-
naries got into the act themselves,
participating in five athletic events
along with the contestants.

He's what you'd call a
‘charmer from way back.’

Funds raised will help begin the
Special Olympics Hall of Fame at
Oakland University and also will pay
for uniforms, transportation and
housing for the participating ath-
letes.

Both summer and winter com-
petition are provided by the Special
Olympics. Summer events include
track and field, swimming and gym-
nastics, basketball, volleyball, floor
hockey and bowling.

WINTER events include skiing,
skatjmg, tobogganing and snaw-

ing.

In the eight years since Special
Olympics was started, it has grown
from a single statewide meet with
1,000 athletes to 1,400 meets in 50
states, the District of Columbia, Can-
ada and France, involving some
300,000 participants.

‘Through positive successful expe-
riences in sports, special olympic
contenders can gain confidence and

self-mastery and begin to build a ~

selfimage associated with success
rather than failure. Often success on
the playing Ffield translates into posi-

tive results in the classroom, home R’ BT
and workshop. ) B
Fashioned after the World Olympic
the Special Olympics have
international games every four
years. In August of 1979, the inter-
national version will take place in
New York. .

“Let me win, but jf I cannot win,
let me be brave in the attmept” is
the motto of the Special Olympics
which also translate into a special

goal.

Mike Cassidy, the Southfielder
from a Farmington school, will par-
ticipate in three events: the 50 yard
dash, the long jump and the softball
thro
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Each locale will be given individ-
ual colored sweat suits to represent
their area. Participants are grouped
by age and ability and are assigned
to “‘competition divisions™ based on
age and actual performance. Even
those in the lowest divisions have the
ﬁ]ishility of advancing to national

WHEN Mike participated in the
Oakland County Regionals in May,
he took first place in the long jump
and placed third in the 50 yard dash.

Mike is a spirited youth who loves
sports of any variety. Two years ago,
he was voted "“Team Manager” for
St. Bede Varsity Basketball Team,
which his uncle, Jack Frasco, was
coaching at the time.

His parents are Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Cassidy and Mike has two older
sisters, a younger brother and a
baby sister.

No doubt on Friday *“Main Man
Mike” will march along proudly with
the other special “athletes, his
freckled face wearing a big, dis-
arming grin as he waves to the
cheering crowd.

Maybe he'll win a gold, silver or
bronze Olympic medal, but vie-
torious or not, Mike will always win
the hearts of those he encounters.
And lots of Southfield folks will be
rooting for him too.

Michael Cassidy, known to friends as “Main Man Mike"™,
will represent Oakland County in the Special Olympics in
Mount Pleasant this weekend. Mike, a Southfield resident,
will compete in three events. (Staff phote by Gary A.
Friedman)
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. jhe shops of
Walton-Pierce

16828 Kercheral +
2861 Somerset Ml « Trey {

open Mon., Thurs. & Fei. 11 @

A charming collection of Lane
Cedar Chests. . .designed for Wiggs j8
with you in mind! The romantic
love chest tradition reaches

“ i _e,l_‘i*t':
A TERRIFIC COLLECTION OF LANE CEDAR CHESTS

VERY SPECIALLY MADE FOR WIGGS!

back into history. . .and has
now become a heritage of young
lovers everywhere! Today, in this
era of changing values and lifestyles,
the love chest continues to grow.
Make your selection today at our very
special prices!

from ¥199 to *369.

'Wakefield”, cherry hard-
woods & veneers, brass
trim, 48 x 18 x 19 H. #199.

upholstered top, sami-in-
ished back, 49 x 18 x 21
H.%269.

Grosse Polate

“Dowry”, pine veneers &
selected hardwood solids,
brass tim bands, finished
back, 38 x 19 x 18 H.
%349,

4080 TELEGRAPH RD. (at -Long Lake Rd)

Right:  "Hillsborough,
cherry hardwoods &
veneets, full drawer,
40 x 20 x 28 H. 299,

“Macao”, Prima veral
veneers & hardwoods,

upholstered top, galle:
Ghds, semiiianeg. back
49 x 18 x 20 H. %269,

Norwich”, oak hardwoods
& veneers, brass trin, 48
X 18 x 19 H. 189,

“Eternal”, mahogan

veneers & selected harc
solids, brass trim, -

finished back, 42 x 19 x 27 H. %369.

' A gift this personal should have your name on it forever.
< Now, the gift-that says it all, says it better than ever with
your very own love story branded on a placque for the
inside of your Lane Legacy Chest. We make this exclusive
offer through special arrangements with the factory. N

TERMS, of course!

BLOOMFIELD HILLS o 644-T370

1903 to 1978!




