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The forgotten soldiers

Polar Bears recall Russian duty

Tly LOUISE OKRUTSKY

When thoy left Battle Creek to take
thelr part tn tho Great War, the 2300
Infontry wan knowss ws Delrolt's Own,
By the Ume they retumed, they hnd
survived n year in n lone Russtan out.
post and carned the nickname Polar

Bears.

Fifty-nine years after ey returned
from helping the czar's forces during
the Russian Rewolution, the Polar
Bears met again to remember their
dead and greet old friends during
Memorial Day in Southfield.

Many of their memories center
around the year they spent fighting
against the communist forces in Rus-
sia, long after the signing of the armi-
stice ended World War 1.

“I don't think we did a bit of good,”
said Polar Bear Association President
Alfred Larsen of Farmington Hills

“We just lost a lot of good Amen'can
lives, There were more who died than’
the 186 bodies they brought back.™

At first the group was sent to the
area near Archangel in the Arctic to
prevent the Germans from estab-
lishing submarine bases in the area
after the Russians had withdrawn
from the war.

In accordance with war time pro-
cedure, the men were unaware of their
destination when they left Liverpool,
England for the battleground.

“WE SHOULD have been tipped off
when they gave us heavy underwear
before we left England,” Larsen said.

When they saw icebergs, they knew
they were headed awny from the
major battleground.

Midway in their tour of duty, the
troops began Lo natice they were fight-
ing a differenl sort of war, ‘The Ger-
man adversary slowly was veplaced
by communist iroops,

Hly Chiristmas 1948, they were stire

 an armistice had deen sigied, Larson

opposing forces,

L ey \:

ALFRED LARSEN
remembered. Thé news of the pact
ending the war r

ached them about three months
after the event.
Hopelessly outnumbered by the

the troops kept
retreating to a bay north of Archangel
where ships were waiting to take them
to Bresk, France.

“Our casuallies grew after the
Armistice. It was a real war,"” Larsen
remembered.

They were embroiled in the Russian
Revolution and became the targets of
the communists, who wanted them out
of the country. The Polar Bears fought
to help the White Russians, troops
remaining loyal to the czar.

ALTHOUGH Larsen condemns Lhe
communist movement, he is in sympa-
thy wilh & need for a change at the
time in Russia.

“l helieve they did need some
change. Their muade of living was very
poor with the pensanis,” le said,

‘Mhe troaps beemne nequaitted with
Itie villagers arowd Archange) when

Spring melody
Mary Pryor (right) of Farmington Hills and Shari
Lauter (center) enjoy Pat West’s violin music as the
young women practice for a summer tonr of Europe.
All three will be members of the Blue Lake Inter-

national Orchestra tour. Miss Pryor is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Prygr of 29860 Giferest.
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they billeted for e night I the
settlementn,

Sometlmen, to help the men eateh
fish, the soldiers would throw w gre.
wde Into the river wnd wateh an )
rahied fish for the villapern,

Each village retained its tes with
cutoms from the past. Upon entering
n howse, gueats would see two picluren
on the walls.

“There would be o picture of Christ
and a picture of the czar,” Larsen
sutd, “And the czar would be the one
on top.”

Few of the villagers were educated
enough to count. They were unsure gf
their own age.

“One day a man would be 65 and
then you'd visit him again and be'd tell
you he was 80. They didn't know,”
Larsen said.

Each village had three churches.
Many of Larsen’s comrades were b -
ted under the auspices’ of a small
Greek .Opthodox church near
An:hnnge/

.mren who died.

MANY MORE were Jucky Lo fimd o
shullow grove |If [T

n 1920 the Pelar Bearn ded amother
expedition into Ruwain, ‘Min Uiie the
10 mun commlaglon il made up the
force witn chnrged with finding the
bodies of men who hud died tn a Tittle
known facel of the Greal Wor, The
commiguton came back with 186
Iadies, Many oiore remaln in anony-
mous graves.

1n 1929, the group crected a Polar
Bear monumenl in White Ciapel Cem-
etery in Troy 1d commemorate the

Toe years have whittled away the
mu iber of men who remember the
dead in White Chapel. Last year, about
50 of them dicd, leaving 199 members
of the 1:00n whe are known to be alive.

Tae avecage age of the survivors is
4 or 87, according to Larsen, who is
8.

The draft age was 21-31 during
World War 1. Larson was not quite 22
when he was sent into the army.
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Tropitone...For the best of
patios at just $399,

Crafted for the outdoors by Tropitone, this
5-piece set is virtually indestructible, the strong
aluminum frames have a bonded thermoplastic
finish, the table top is high-strength acrylic and
chairs have durable hand-tied 5/8" vinyl lacing.

This set in camel is in stock now along with
a matching spring base chair at $89 and the
chaise, now just $129, .

And this is just part of the Midwest's largest
selection of patio furniture.

So come save soon on the good stuff.”.
We guarantee you can’t buy it for less.

BIRMINGHAM / ROYAL OAK / NORTHLAND / EASTLAND / WESTLAND / ANN ARBOR (State En:d, 1/2 mite North of Briarwood)
OPEN 10 A.M. to 8 P.M. (BIRMINGHAM TUES. AND WED. UNTIL 5:30) / PALM BEACH AND NORTH PALM BEACH (WORRELL'S)
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