Ross launches his campaign

on participation platform

N By JACKIE KLEIN
Legislators in Lansing alone can't
solve problems and state programs
often fail without input from citizens
who would use them.

That’s the contention of Doug Ross,
Democratic candidate for the 15th
State senate district which includes
Southfield, Lathrup Village, Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills.

Ross said he is organizing con-
stituent advisory committees as an
experiment to develop new techniques
for citizens to communicate with pub-
lic officials and to underscore needs
and concerns.

The Senior Citizens Legislative Com-
mittee, sponsored by Ross’s campaign
committee, met last week in Farm-
ington Hills. Members of the legisla-
tive committee, Ross said, represent a
cross section of senior citizens in the
15th district and do not necessarily
support his campaign.

““We need persons with experience
and expertise to have a more direct
say in decisions which affect many
lives,” Ross said. “The central prob-
lem is finding ways to make govern-
ment solve problems efficiently and
effectively.

“ONE REASON government pro-
grams frequently don’t work is that

DOUG ROSS

legislators in Lansing lack adequate
information. They have to rely either
on their own best guess or on informa-
tion provided by lobbyists who often
represent very narrow interests.

“The only way for legislators to use
their votes rationally on a vast range
of issues is by figuring out ways to tap
the tremendous expertise that exists
back in their districts.”

One purpose of citizens’ legislative
committees, which Ross maintains
will involve about 500 persons, is to
allow him, if elected, to take advan-
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tage of the practical experience and
knowledge of interested citizens in
Oakland County, he said.

The other purpose, he said, is to give
interested citizens a chance to have a
hand in determining how legislators
use their votes in areas of concern.
Rﬁ:s claims his plan will revolutionize
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for ways to keep senior citizens out of
them,” said Rachel Howard of Mil-
ford. “Some possibilities are day care
cenfers, a more extensive meals-on-
wheels program and better visting
rursing and homemaker care.”
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Senior citizens at their first com-
mittee meeting determined their prob-
lems are almost identical. Ross said.

“One of the largest concerns,”
according to Don Smith of South Lyon,
“is the problem of senior citizens liv-
ing on fixed incomes in the face of rap-
idly rising rental costs. Maintenance
payments for condominium units are
increasing and yearly property assess-
ments escalate faster than cost of liv-
ing increases.”

TRANSPORTATION is another
problem which directly influences the
lives of senior citizens, said Molly
Warsh of Southfield. Many seniors
have mo access to cars and can no
longer participate in simple, everyday
activities because of inadequate public
transit in Oakland County, she said.

Committee members expressed con-
cem for better health care for senior
citizens unable to care for themselves
at home, Ross said.

“While we need higher standards for
nursing homes, we should be looking

should continue to examine these and

other problems in open forums in the

district to allow more seniors to be
ard.

“Better government is a two way
street,” said Ross. “It’s the responsi-
Hility of elected officials'to let citizens
know what's going on in Lansing that
may affect their lives. It's up to citi-
zens to let legislators know what
they're thinking. That's the only way
we can become sensilive to each
others’ needs and ideas.

Check the stub

When itemizing deductions, don't
forget, as many do, that money with-
held by an employer for group health
insurance payments is deductible.
First, list one-half of the total medical
insurance premium, up to $150, as a
separate deduction. The balance of
your premiums may be deducted
along with the remainder of your med-
ical expenses.
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