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Group tells how to keep your lawn healthy

By JACKIE KLEIN

Have you ever been stung by a fly-
by-night gardener who sprayed your
crab grass and killed your lawn?

To prevent this from happening
again, you might want to call the
Lawn Sprayers Association of Mich-
igan for advice, said Art Brown,
founder and managing director of the
S4-company organization.

Brown, owner of Great Lakes Lawn
Spray, which serves Farmington,
Southfield and other cities, maintains
the industry is growing tapidly and
there’s a need for a professional asso-

. ciation, -

“One of the functions of the associ-
ation is education,” Brown said.
“Lawn sprayers get together and dis-
ass what chemicals work best. We
screen members, many of whom have
been in business a number of years,
and we recommend companies in the
customers’ areas.

' “We also conduct training sessions
for employees, and professionals,
including myself, are available for
speaking engagements at garden clubs
asa free service.”

AMONG THE ADVANTAGES of hir-

ing lawn spraying companies, Brown
said, is that they can buy materials by

* the ton, lowering the cost to the cus-
tomer. De-it-yourself sprayers don’t
save money, he maintains,

The worst way to choose a lawn
spray company is by price alone,
Brown contended. If you obtain sev-
eral bids, it’s probable the lowest bid-
der may give you the least amount of
fertilizer and weed killer, he said. It's
also probable chemicals will be
applied by inexperienced labor with
well-used equipment, Brown added.

Landscapers, Brown said, aren't
licensed to spray lawns. Lawn
sprayers must obtain an economic poi-
sons license, he said. It also takes spe-
cial equipment.

“It's a good idea to get a’ detailed

description of what the company
you're considering will be putting on
your lawn,” Brown advised. ‘‘Some
sprayers don't have the balanced for-
mula of nitrogen, potash and phos-
pherous, The formula should aiso con-
tain ' insecticides and fungicides to
prevent problems before they oceur.”

Weed killer materials should be
sprayed every month beginning in
April, Brown suggested. There should
then be four or five applications
through August.

“CRAB GRASS germinates when
the soil temperature reaches S8
degrees,” Brown said. “If you wait
wntil the forsythia falls to spray, you'll
be too late. If you have flowers around
your lawn, water them after the grass

issprayed to prevent wind drift.”

Other tips from Brown are not to
mow the lawn after weed and and feed
sprays have been applied to allow the
weed killer to soak in, don't plant
tomatoes near the grass and don't
water your lawn unless the temper-
ature is 75 degrees. If you sprinkle the
grass right away, you'll wash away
the weed killer. Wait at least six to 10
hours to water the lawn.

Don’t use a power rake on your lawn
until fall so you won't disturb or pull
up healthy grass plants which are slow

g up because of winter dor-
mancy. Brown advised.

Grass clippings, Brown said, contain
mutrients nitrogen, phosphorous and
potash which have been sprayed on the
lawn. He suggests they be allowed to

decompose and be re-cycled.

Don't mow your lawn when the
ground is wet. Watering in the evening
or at night contributes to lawn fungus
diseases, Brown said. The best time to
sprinkle, he advised, is in the early
alfternoon. If you're on vacation and
your lawn is not watered, he said, it
could bumn up.

Brown, a graduate of Alma Gollege
is an active participant of evenis in
agronomy (scientific agriculture), a
member of the Farm Bureau, author
of “Lawn Sprayers' .Guide” and
founder of the Midwest Grass Confer-
ence which features research and
studies from. many participating uni-
versities.

Telephone number for the associ-
ation is 474-8647.

Spraying ynﬁr lawn has its advnntages,‘ but a local lawn sprayers’
group say not all sprays are equal. (Staff photo by Gary Friedman)
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ALL HAIRCUTS
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MARKET COMES
TO FARMINGTON!

CREATIVE? NEW FLEA )
July 3-28

* Re['e,f Thera's a new Floa Markst right
Printmaking in your neighborhood — Every
MTuWTh Saturday at the GRAND RIVER

g_12 a.m DRIVE-IN THEATRE, Grand River
. west of Middlebelt— 8 2.m. to 4 p.m.
 Photography Barter, bargain and buy—
Monday-Tuesday 1,000's of itéms to chooss from.
EVelliﬂQS ‘And you can be a GRAND PRIZE WINNER

of a T.V. set. — Chack for dotails at the gate.

o Basketry Admission and parking PREE to shappars,

For daaler info. call theatre or 3581928,

Thursday Evening

Also — Flea Markets at GRATIOT DRIVE-IN
THEATRE, Gratiot at Masonic every Saturday

Call
Art Lindenberg

591-6400 J 8am.todpm.

Ext. 449 — And every Sunday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at BELAIR
Schoolcraft College DRIVEIN THEATRE, 8 Mile east of Van Dyke. J
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YOUNG ADULT DISCOTHEQUE & DANCE
CLUB (Under 18 years old)

Inside Roma’s of Livonia
every Saturday & Sunday

1 PM to 5§ PM Starting June 10-11
Admission $3 per person

FREE DISCO DANCE LESSONS
by Detroit's #1 Dance Instructor 1

MICHAEL KARR
“Michigan's answer o John Travolts™

Be there June 10 or 11 for ,
Free Dance Club
Membership Card
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NEWBURGH PLAZA (6 Mite at Newburgh Rd) LIVO\!A -164-0766

Fine Jewels

in a new setting.

On June 12, 1978, Weintraub Jewelers will be

moving to their new, larger location.
Suite 389
in

The Advance Building

This larger display area will allow us to greatly
expand our collection of rings, bracelets, dia-
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monds,

jewelry.

plus’

Our larger repair - department will be able to
provide immediate service while you are touring

our new showrn om.

We cordm]ly invite you to stop by during this
week and receive FREE a small gift-wrapped suede

arge Selection of Shade- jewélry bag. And also enjoy a glass of champagne

and Ornamental Trees and
Evergreens.
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S/ GARDEN CENTER -
¢ ‘ AND NURSERY, INC.
32593 CHERRY HILL .-sa.

ESTLAND ‘o 721-6610 &7
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. Mon. thru-Sat.
EVERGREEN PLAZA 10109:00.
AT12 MILE Sun. 12 to 5:00
* PHONE: 557-4560 ;
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WEINTRAUR
Jewelers

“Where the customer comes first”
Quality jewelers for 3 generations




