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By CINDY HOOGASIAN

. Six women conducted a seminar to

+ dispell the often-quoted myth that any
woman who stays with a man who
beats her is either crazy or enjoys it.

The Rochester Community House
sponsored the informative seminar on
, battered women on June 1. Speaking
on the topic were women who have

. had extensive dealings with battered
‘women. RCH Director Mary Lee
+ Kowalczyk lined up Myra Kruger from
+the Survival Center for Women;
. 'Sherry Whittenberg, director of the
Rochester Neighborhood House;
: Carole Moran, emergency room nurse
+ at St. Joseph Hospital; Constance Ter-
ran, member of the Michigan
. Women's Commission Committee on
Family Violence; and Judge Mildred
Vlaich, 52d District Court, Rochester
to speak to interested individuals.
. The physical and verbal abuse of
women occurs in any income level,-in
any community and to many women,
according to Ms. Terran.

‘There is no typical type of battered
woman. Often, she is the mother of
'several children, has been married
+ long enough to feel that she no longer
. has marketable skills, and is unable to
remove herself and her children from
the painful and never-ending torment

: ;of her home life, Ms. Terran
o explamed

THE BATTERED woman also
_believes she is all alone. Ms. Vlaich
--prﬁenteda shoclqng aspect of the bat-
ZZtered woman's plight, which tends to
~o-support her feeling of isolation. In the
~*~eyes of law enforcement officials and
2=+ courts, domestic violence might as
“well not exist. The police hesitate to
interfere in cases of wife beating for
fear of “disturbing domestic har-
mony,” Ms. Vlaich said.

“Often, cases will be dismissed, with
the attitude clearly being, ‘You go
home and put up with what you have
to,” in the interest of family harmony.

“Oftten, the man insists on being the
boss. of the family, he must be the
main authority. Very often the police
are called, but don’t want to be
involved. The husband will assume the
role of the good guy, while the wife
stands there bleeding. A real buddy-
buddy situation develops between the
man and the officer.

“Until recently, judges, prosecutors
and the Friend of the Court just have
not understood the problem of battered
women. You could do what you wanted
to, and it made no difference,” said
Ms. Viaich.

“Part of the problem is that the
common law doctrine of legal identity
says that husband and wile are one
person, and that person is the hus-
band. This pertains to property and
person. The wife is not a person, but a
thing, and he owns her. There have
been changes regarding property, but
in the area of personal torts, nothing
has been done.”

Women can go to a police station
and sign a sworn report and have the
husband arrested. But he’ll be
released the next day and will prob-
ably beat her twice as bad for having
him thrown in jail, according to Ms.
Vlaich.

INTHE FOUR years Ms. Vlaich has
been on the bench in Rochester, fewer
than a dozen cases of battery have
come up in her court.

Women come in and sign a sworn
complaint. But by.the time the cases
comeup for trial, something has hap-
pened to change their minds. The hus-
bands_promise not to do it again, or
the wives feel too embarassed to make
their situation public. They don’t want
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their friends to know, and they will not
carry through with proceedings.

*“And if the women do take their hus-
bands to court for assault and battery,
what can we do? The jails are full, so
‘we can't send the husband to jail.

“If a case of felonious assault (an
attack with a pistol, revolver, knife,
brass knuckles or similar weapon) did
come up, this is what would happen.

“There would be plea bargining
immediately to reduce the charge to
assault, which is not a felony, but a
misdemeanor. Then, there would be a
decision in court in favor of harmony
within the family. This is considered
domestic harmony,” Ms. Vlaich said.

‘The main problem in prosecution is
time. By the time of the court case,
the woman's bruises have faded, her
cuts are healed and the evidence is
gone.

MS. VLAICH urges the victim of .
battery to go to a doctor, have photo-
graphs taken of her wounds, have her
condition reported on her medical
records and notify the police, swear
out a statement and pursue the case.
But getting other evidence is crucial.

Nurses who work in hospital emer-
gency rooms can usually pick out a

battered woman, even though she may
say she fell down stairs or walked into
a wall, said Carole Moran, registered
nurse at the emergency room at Saint
Joseph's Hospital in Macomb County.

Legally, a nurse who knows of a
case of wife beating can do nothing
unless there is a knife or a gun wound.
That must be reposted to the police.
Ms. Moran urges battered women who
seek aid in an emergency room to tell
the doctors she was beaten, and to
have her wounds documented for
future reference.

In the meantime, there is a place to
tum to for counseling and assistance
at any hour of the day. Local women
who need help can phone the Roches-
ter Neighborhood House at 651-5836.

Located at 1234 Inglewood, the
Neighborhood House is prepared to
provide immediate assistance to the
abused woman.

According to Ms." Whittenberg, the
staff can arrange for overnight hous-
ing for women who have been tossed
out as a result of domestic violence.

“We can put a woman up at a
nearby motel and provide her with the
emotional support necessary to leave
her husband if she decides to do so.
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“WE DO ANYTHING necessary to
get-the woman on her feet independ-
ently. If she needs work, we help her
find a job. If she needs education, we
can send her to a man-power. pro-

:Battered women’s problems are misunderstood

gram,”” Ms, Whittenberg said.

Another alternative is the Survival
Center for Women, located at Al
Saints Episcopal Church, 171 W. Pike,
Pontiac.
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