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Moral perspectives

Do we really want tax limits?

Resistafice to taxes is as old as any-
thing in America. Feelings fueling the
current ‘‘taxpayers revolt” were
formed in vastly different conditions,
than now prevail.

1t is time to stop for reflection and
hard-headed moral thinking about all
this anger. Do we vote for what is best
for us or flow with catchy slogans and
flimsy logic?

Emotional attitudes about taxation
need to be brought into line with
rational thoughts and actuat lifestyle.

Population has increased dramati-
cally and we are an urbanized people.
Crowded conditions threaten the good
life unless we add expensive aids and
controls. We do not live in villages
where survival could be assured sim-
ply by having a tough sheriff.

IN SELF INTEREST,we want clean
air and water, decency in shopping,
and convenient recreational facilities.
Mere safety requires expensive traf-
ficways for our mobility. To be honest
with ourselves these new costs must
be appreciated.

-Remember a few picnic tables along
highways with an old oil drum for
trash? Contrast this to the rest stps
we expect with neat grass, garbage
pickup, and nmning water. It costs
plenty just to keep from fouling our
own nests.

Most of us feel our economic system
is the best yet in history. But it hasn’t
solved problems for those whose abili-
ties or locationi or dependency don't
bring economic rewards. Any society
has to move goods or money around to
care for a certain percentage who
need help. Horrible as parts of the wel-
fare system are, do we really want to
go back to county poor farms or bur-
dened relatives? Remlember beggars
on street corners? I am glad we do
better than that.

AS WE ENJOY stories of western
cowboys do we reflect on the fact that
most of them were teenagers? We
have no way for youth to survive now
until they finish public school Cer-
tainly there are deficiencies in the
educational system, but we expect

Jewish council begins

The Greater Detroit section of
‘National Council of Jewish Women has
laumched a new Single Parent Pro-
gram designed for the growing num-
bes of Detroit area parents who are
raising children alone.

‘Two pilot support groups have
already begun, one meeting on
Wednesday evenings, the other on
Thursday evenings. They are designed
as small rap groups and are held at

the National Council of Jewish Women
Office 16400 W. Twelve Mile, South-
field. The problem-solving sessions
will run for six consecutive weeks and
are presently serving both men and
women.

In addition to the rap groups, the
NCJW plans to provide a variety of
programs and resources for the single
parent family. They will sponsor work-

functional literacy. Se we pay Tor
schools whether we have children of
our own in them or not.

‘We want our marvelous standard’of,

living and it includes social costs, We
démand services our grandparents
never dreamed possible, let alone nec-
essary. We take for granted that some-
how the complexity of it all will be
organized. Taxes are part of realistic
management of our way of solving
problems and meeting needs.

There is no royalty to pay society’s

bills and then live in splendor along- -

side squalor among the masses. We

have no rich barons to provide a few
museums or parks. Is it really all that
bad to have bureaucrats living on sala-
ties similar to the rest of us? Some-
body has to manage the system.

LIKE ANYTHING else, the moral
truth is that we get what we pay for.
‘We insist on many public servants and
vast social programs.

Of course we must demand effi-
ciency and prevent empire building.
But those are rational tasks for citi-
zens, not causes of hysteria to be
expressed in emotional “‘revolts”’.

Two questions can help us think
straight. Arent we each living better
than our grandparents, even after
taxes? Aren't we as a Society doing.
better than a few decades ago in eas-
ing burdens and meeting needs?

We seem to enjoy complaining and
taxes are a handy focus. But the moral
view is that e are probably getting
better services and leadership than we
deserve. Taxes are not the enemy to
be defeated in the pursuit of
happiness!

single parent program

shops for young children and adoles-
cents. A Widowed to Widowed . Pro-
gram, modeled after a successful
project in St. Louis, is also being con-
sidered.

Ten committees have begun under
the direction of social work profes-
sional Nadine Bell and project
Chairwoman Carol Krugel. Assisting
Ms. Krugel are Beth Rosenbloom and
Betsy Newman.

Yolunteers

The Oakland County Volunteer
Bureau, a program of the Volunteer
Action Center of United Community
Services, has weekly listings of
agencies needing volunteer services.
Further information about these and
over 200 agencies may be obtained by
calling the bureau, 642-7272. Any non-
profit agencies needing volunteer
assistance may also call the bureau.
'WRITER—"Doing More With Less™, a
periodical dealing with living more
ecologically, sponsored by Common
Ground, is looking for writers. Volun-
teers should be experienced in writing
skills and have a definite commitment
to improving the environment. Hours
are flexible,

PROBATION COUNSELORS—Volun-
teers are needed to help with thescase
load at the 44 District Court in Royal
Oak. This is on a one-to-one basis. Vol-
unteers are asked to give at least one
hour a week and offer a steadying
influence to misdemeanants who are
at least 17 years old. Most are first
offenders and need male volunteers to
act as a friend. Orientation and train-
ing provided.

OOUNSELORS—Common Ground is
looking for people to be involved in a
direct service commitment. Volumn-
teers who are interested in self-growth
opportunities will be trained for phone-

intake and referral processes and then
fact-to-face work in the medical and
legal processes as counselors, Orienta-
tion will be held at 8 p.m., Wednesday,
June 28. Training will be provided and
will consist of a minimum of 30 hours.

OFFICE AND TEACHER'S AIDES—
Volunteers with previous office expe-
rience and a love for small children
are requirements for these jobs with
Waldqrf Kinder House in Birmingham.
Two areas of service are available.
CQlerical help is needed to handle gen-
eral office work. Volunteers are also
reeded to assist teachers. Summer
session begins June 26.

‘The-Single Parent Program is the
outgrowth of a well-attended all-day
forum held Jan. 8 at Oakland Commu-
nity College.-

The meeting was designed to iden-
tify the needs of the single parent fam-
ily. Community resources -were
explored and such topics as the
maintenance of Jewish life, legal and
financial information, and career and
life planning were discussed.

Ms. Kruge! said the program aims
to involve single parents in the work of
each committee. The women who will
serve as liaisons include Hermine Sil-
ver, Helen Shevin and Jessie Stern of
Franklin, Shirley Mersky of Orchard

Celebrant

The Rev. Syivnu Becker, who once served as
pastor of St. Michael Catholic Church in South-
field, recently observed his 50th amniversary

as a member of the Franciscan Order by being “

incipal

of a mass of

princip: giving -
in St. Clement Church in St. Bernard, Chio. i

SCHOOL'S
ouT,
Mom!

summertime
hobbies.

20 fo 40 % OFF!
* Kites, Rockets, ALL plas-
tic models.
* ALL wood boats &
E‘\'anes, crafts, miniature
s

o Doll Houses

The Doll Fosparal &
Doy Soldier Shop
3947 12 Mie Rd.
{3 Biks. E. of Greenfirid)
Tel. 5433115
Open Mon. thru Sat. 10-5
except open Fri. M 8 p.m.

Lake, Gail Brown of Hills,
Barbara Cook of Farmington Hills,
Judy Marx and Nancy Bank of West
Bloomfield and Laurie Graff of Bir-
‘mingham,

“We hope to heighten community
awareness of the problems of single
parentsand assist these individuals in
designing programs. to meet their spe-
cific needs”, Ms. Krugel explained.

She encourages all single Jewish
parents who would like to obtain fur-
ther information or become involved
in SPP to call the NCJW office, 557-
9604

When you're engaged

love makestheworld ...
o "round

Your Welcome Wagon
hostess would like to bring
useful suggestions and
gilts to your happy world.
Why not call her.

356-7720
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