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Offbeat Martin Mull captivates his followers

By ETHEL SIMMONS

Not hemg a devoted fan of Martin
Mull or ‘a regular viewer of the
“‘America 2-Night” television show, I
came to the Birmingham Theatre for
his early show Saturday night with an
eager curiousity.

In the audience I was surrounded by
Mull’s cult followers who are addicted
to his show, his records, his humor.

curtain rose and there was Mull
playing a baby grand piano in a tradi-
tional living room setting backdropped
by a painted exterior of formal gar-
dens. A roar of pleasure rose from the
comedy concert-goers and they
greeted their hero with a standing
ovation.

Mull, in a white suit and with his
longish, sun-streaked blond hair,
looked angelic/devlish as he sang hls

opening number, a song *‘for alcohol
ahuse " His voice was somewhat
boarse but happy.
-« Although he has been billed as a
Batirist (“‘America 2.Night" is a
“tongue-incheek talk show with phony
- guests), Mull let loose a few real barbs
at the Birmingham Theatre.

¢ HE DID COMMENT, *The dressing

- ooms are beautiful. I didn’t expect to

find low-income housing, but these are

“really nice.”

+ And Mull insisted that “I maybe

‘Yon't understand the charisma of Bir-
" and gave the audience a

Review

about Ralph Waldo Emerson visiting
Henry Thoreau in prison and then sug-
gesting a more coarse joke, which he
&dn't proceed to tell.
- The audience obviously passed the
test and “Birmingham” was allowed
to listen to Mull's prelerence of
intellectual humor.

He professed amusement that
couples had come to the theater on

dates

“1 love ‘o see people dating,” Mull
declared.” “They're not going to
heheve |l back in L.A. That's

He dedmated his final song, “Do lhe
Nothing,” “to the innmer city of
Detroit.” In this dance tune he sings,
pauses for long periods of time and
just relaxes or tends to other business.

MULL'S NAME seems appropriate
to his style, for he seems to be mulling
things over, in a whimsical way, as he
chats with the audience. But I swear it
didn't seem $15 worth (the top ticket).

Mull made a few jokes about the
ticket prices, saying, “Did it cost each
of you $30 to get in? Oh, only $157” He
indicated he wouldn't give his full
show for these prices. Nobody seemed
to think they got taken by Mull.
Instead they loved it.

Composer Mull's songs included
“What’s Say You and I Get Normal for
a Change” (“Let's quit rock-n-roll-
ing.""); “I Got the Polish Blues” (*
made the bed and then got up.”");
“Men” a sea chantey sung by Colum-
s’ crew, the US’s first folk song;
“Everyone 1 Ever Loved” about an
egotist in love with himself; and
“That's Alright If You Just Want to Go
to Sleep Tonight,” about a husband
whose wife has a headache.

The funniest song Mull sang he
explained as too ribald to sing in front

of a family audience. He promised to ,

sing the nonoffensive parts and hum

Estelle

Estelle Parsons will recreate the
role that won her a Tony Award nomi-
nation for Best Actress on the stage of
the Birmingham Theatre this fall.

o “Miss Margarida's Way" is just one

of the hit Broadway productions that
will be featured in the theater’s first

season.

‘The Broadway season will open July

10, with a musical entitled *“By

Strouse.” It features the music of

three-time Tony Award Winner
les Strouse, who has written the

the suggestive material.

What he hummed was not four-letter
words but deliciously bold images, as
he sung about an orgy. He went from a
hum to *“‘whips and chains;” more
humming, then “Great Danes.””

MULL SANG most of his songs
séated on the sofa, strumming his gui-
tar, smoking a mgareue and sipping
froma glass.

He talked about hlS two ABC
albumns. At one point he pulled his new
“record” out of a grocery bag and
showed it to the audience, It was not in
a jacket, and he helpfully explained

you should not put the needle on the
paper circle because it wouldn't play.

Mull also plugged Marty's record
store, next door to the theater.

He indicated if prompted he would
come back for an encore. At the end of
the show, the audience gave him a
standing ovation. He came back and
sang another song, and the show
closed with another standing ovation.

Mull was in town to perform two
Saturday night concerts at the Bir-
mingham Theatre. Both were sold out,
and he has been subsequently booked
for two more shows this Saturday.

Mull also told the audience ‘that

“America 2-Night” will continue.
“Primarily because of the interest in
Detroit, I think we're going to be
renewed,” he said.

DICK PURTAN, the WXYZ-Radio
personality who has a few fans of his
own, introduced the concert.

Mull's stint was preceded by the
Brookside Jazz Ensemble, a brassy
hg ]azz band that criginated at Brook-

Cranbrook in Bloomfield
HiIIs The band, although terrific at
P'Jazz and other outdoor concerts,
overwhelmed the Birmingham
‘Theatre stage.

Parsons opens fall season

score of the current smash hit
“‘Annie,"” as well as “‘Applause, ye
Bye Birdie” and many other success-
ful shows.

Strouse is also known for “Those
Were the Days,” the theme song from
“All in the Family.™

OTHER PRODUCTIONS mc[uded in
the first season’s series include: “‘Les
Girls, Les Girls" starring Tony Martin
and Cyd Charrise, Sept. 12-23; “Miss
Margarida's Way" starring Estelle
Parsons, Oct. 921; The John House-

man Alting Company, Oct. 23-30; *“The
Passion of Dracula” starring Jean
Pierre Aumont, Nov. 6-18, and “P.S.
Your Cat Is Dead” starring Roddy
McDowell in late January.

Theater owners Gary Deeb and
Edward Fuller, commenting on sales
on the new series subscription, said,
“Preseason subscription sales have
far exceeded owr expectations. Our
season series department is over-
whelmed with mail orders.

“Undoubtedly the first season of the

Blmungham Theatre is a total suc-

’I‘he Birmingham Theatre opened as
a legitimate theater May 18 this year,
following extensive renovation. The
theater will host the full spectrum of
the performing arts, including Broad-
way plays, a jazz and dance series,
children’s theater and cabaret acts.

Birmingham Theatre Season Sub-
scriptions can be bought by mail or by
calling the Season Subscription
Department at 644-3558.
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| ON THE TOWN

. CHINESE BUFFET QS

. Features all varieties of your favorite Chinese

.and Cantonese dishes. All you can enjoy BAVARIANVILLAGE
- served Fri., Sat., Sun. Evenings.

k WEEK NIGHT SPECIALS

SHRIMP—CHICKEN—HIBS

RESERVATIONS REGUESTED)

35-3200

Banuuel Facilities
Gourmet Special
POORMAN’S

I OMERSET

DINNER THEATRE
Alfnado}

Chinese and American Food
Exotic and Delightful luncheons and
Cantonese Style Dinners

Private Rooms

Last Day—
| “THE GDODBYE GIAL” (PG)
1:35-3:35-5:35-7:35-9:35
FRIDAY-PETER FALK
“CHEAP DETECTIVE"

” .
it S itarious

(Combi I any Broadway C "
i heai s 54,50 LOBSTER TAIL DINNER LRI e cone et
o thry Thuts_only Including Choice of Potato, Tossed Salad. Tou psrrviTions

SHANGRI I.A WEST M1 8756

Restaurant & Lounge
Telegraph Rd. N. of Square Lake Rd.
Miacle Mite Shopping Center
et Shovokas Treral

$g95 R

Fﬂ & sat. Hﬂﬂ!m w"JUDm * Sun. ian vaDm

(Friday and Saturday Night Ave. Brmingham

Monday Night is Ladies Night!

All Dinners for Escorted Ladies
will be Y2 price

(Reservations Requested)
OPENMONDAY FOR LUNCH AND DINNER
K 27331 W. FIVE MILE. CORNER OF INKSTER

WHAT'S THE BUZZ ABOUT?

Folks all over are discovering

L R B
PONTIAC MALL
CINEMAT&T | 0825500
N.TEL RD. ot ELIZABETH LAKE ROAD

EVERY DAY TIL
z:mP M=51.50

S,

PAUL WINTER and
ROBERT CASEMORE-

urgeon & Laun:e
Product

Rcsm;nuns

HAVE SOME sour eream kicking around
the refrigerator? Try mixing it with beaten
eggs then scramble...excellent. Another
excellent idea is to use th€ Observer &
Eccentric Classified Ads often.

Patt Fak
-Gt DT
1403305 20700910 {P6)

DISTINCTIVE CUISINE OF ALL CHINA
LUNCH ¢ DINNER' ¢ AFTER THEATRE

OPENS JUNE 26th-ONE WEEK ONLY
Matinees Wed. lnﬂ Sux ngmly at 8 PM.
A marvelous tune-fil memory tane.

THE SOUND OF THE 40's

- BANQUETS .-

for the month of June Starring
Stephenson Hwy. . RESTAURANT & BAR!
:.*;;w:!y“ : ! PRIME RIB HELEN BOB
A COOGCO4 Dinner includes Satad or Potato O’CONNELL EBERLY

RSP AN NP E R R N

Qnce again, in 1978
spklﬂrbur Island Spa wins
m the battle of Spa Wars

with LEE CASTLE
. JIMMY DORSEY ORCHESTRA
W s

for onLy  $H95

Serving the finest in
_Chinese & American Cuisine

against inflation with
ihe greatest vacation
value in the universe

Main Bldg. rates Ivam
Spegial Low Rates 26
for Poolside Lanais
& Waterfront Tower Suites - .
INCLUDES ALL MEALS e DAILY IIASSIGE
TENNIS (day of rits) ® BOLF

HITELY DANCING & ENTERTAIMENT o EVEI" RESURT
FACILITY o MEN'S and WOMENS HEALTH. SPAS
Larry Paskou’s

HARBGR 1sLAND SPA

MIAMI BEACH. FLORIDA 33141

GIILI.ISEH 800-327-7510

Sat. Matines t 2 P $13, $10, 89
TICKETS NOW ON SALE

« Luncheons ¢ Dinners ® Carry Qut Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 days.c week
Mun-ﬂwu 11.0.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11 am.-11 p.m.
Sof. 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

469 S. Woodward, Birmingham
644-2913

OPENS MON., JULY 10th MICHIGAN PREMIERE
Mons. thru Sats. 2t 8 P.K.-Hals Wad. at 1 P.MSals. a2 P.M.
“LIVE A UTTLE "By Svouse’ is 8 Ginger-Peachy
Musical Grab Bag."™Rex Reed, N.Y. Dely Naws
"A Crisp Fresh and Fun Musical Evening.”

Wilson, N.Y. Times
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THE BROADWAY CONPOSER

Nothing Like it Befween
San Francisco & New York
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“ALL AMERICAN"

Lyris by Loo Adams Margn Cham Produced by Norman Kesn
~Sensational! Imwgnry Entertaining.”
—John Madden, Variely
~Spasking 8 Dolighttur—Emory Lewss, Rocord
Mon. Wed. & Thurs. at 8 P.M—$10.00, $9.00
T 1 e Eve. 1 6 PMS1300, S0 $3.00
Mat. We Seats) $4.¢

Is Booming

Special 4tI1 of J uly
3-Day Golf Package

If you can't get enough golf, take
the easy drive up to Boyne over the
4th... we'll give you all the great goif you

SRR S RS St S L

could want for just $140.25 a person!* /\7/ - fod, 8t 1 PM—{AIl
5 | - Here's whatyou get: (Z‘m«]& B Q 1 ne o Sat. Mat. 2t 2 PM—$9.00, b
‘ i o it /
<] W 3daysand3nightslodging sl A . STUDENT and SENIOR CITIZEN
& atBogne DISCOUNT TICKEVS AVAILABLE
H M 3 breakfasts M 3 dinners .
a_ @ 3 champion courses including the - B I R M I N G HAM
T only public course in the Midwest u%\'
2 rated in Golf Digest's top 100 Dwﬂtgﬂmﬁggm!;s THEATRE
:1;: | ] (y]:lI‘frc;anyior 18 holes each day of SZ::’,:‘I,' ?DM ata K. ,::“ PETITIARDIN 211 S. Woodward Ave., Birmingham, MI. 48011
M (abol
3 Spend the “glorious 4th” with some Frash Fish of the Dz, on Telegraph Road on MWAIL ofw?fp?sm checks
3. glonous golf! Call Boyne today for " ‘ Mi fisgriesny Perk Theatres. Mai to: Bimingham
* 8 reservation information and Special Golf Dinner includes,roish cart, salad, potato, rolls and buter. between 12 and 13 Mile / / m /isa acoepted.
z detail ! 642-1373 / / Fom FURTAER INFORMATION 644-3533
§] Package details. 4 Major Credit Cards ,\empu 4
: Call 800/632-7174 B‘"WET FAGILITIES AVAILABLE _// X FOR GROUP SALES & THEATRE PARTY
men's Lunch =7, \\\Q INFORMATION CALL CHUCK at 644-0281

8iness:
\ Happy Hour in the Lounge 4-7 pm J A

gl *Based on double occupancy
Lo




