For foreigners, U. S. driving is

By TERESA BANAS

Leamning to drive can be dangerous.
‘The car jerks too suddenly and a light
touch of the gas pedal could send you
ﬂfymg—un(nl you get you gel the hang
of it

But imagine learning to drive in a
foreign country. The steering wheel is
on the opposite side of the car and
street signs are also unfamiliar.

One local driving instructor
newly immigrated people encouster
several problems when learning to
drive in America.

Jim Sargent. of Sargent's School of
Driving, in Redford, says learning to
steer a car is an initial problem faced
by many of the foreigners he teaches.
red any-

he s
Kids grew up with big whe
moved on to 10-speeds (bicyeles) -
then to the family car.”

Brijinder Mann, 35, came to Livonia
from India two years ago. She'recently
decided to learn to drive because she
needed to get to work every morning.

MRS. MANN SAYS American traffic
differs from traffic in such cities as
Bancock, a cily in northern India that
is near her home village.

~There are "so many cars' here.”
she says. Indian traffic is mostly
trucks and tractors. with few private

She says she is more willing to leam
to drive in America where cars with
automatic transmissions are avail-
able. The cars in [ndia generally have
manuat transmissions. Only the very
rich can afford automatics. she say

About American drivers. she says.

“Very rough. They drive too fast and
don't caye when chanzm;. lanes and
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7] traffic because of street signs and
lights.

Mrs. Jadia’s ‘husband and her two
brothers-in-law ali took driving lessons
when they came to this country.

“'YOU BECOME handicapped if you
don't ds Bevendra Jadia says.

Like being in a jail.”

Plans are now underway to convert
all street signs around the world to an
international language or code. Ut
symbols instead of words is one way 1o
avert the confusion of driving in for-
eign countries.

For example. a sign that illustrates
a slippery wet road with a car sliding
off the ment is now seen in sev-

lea_wm to train them to dri
ican traffic and road conditions.
A lot of them fail (roud testsy and

Learning to dnve ina [orelg'n country can some-
ly for recent i

times be Iy

wiving signals. | was scared of that
type of driver.

Another difference between street
driving in America and India is street
and directional markings.

“Here all the roads are marked with
signs, signals.” she says. ~Over there
“there’s nothing like that. only in big
cities.”

She says one of her biggest problems
in learning to drive was atiempting a
left-hand turn.

SARGENT SAYS their greatest fear
is that one day they will revert back te
habits formed in their original coun-
tries. Because steering wheels and
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lanes are reversed in America. they're
afraid oile day they'll take 2 left and
drive into oncoming traffie. he says.

However, exposure to driving here
quickly cures the problem. he adds
reassuringly.

Nirupama Jadia had never driven a
vehicle before she came Lo the states.
In her home country of India. she
relied on other transportation such as

i tem and buses.

she says. ~Very fre-
quentl;

She says she had no real problem

whe are thrust into American traffic for the first

need to practice,” he says.

Audrey Woodard. a staff assistant
for the secretary of state office. says
the department has no jurisdiction

. . over drivers who have such a permit.
learning to drive when she took Sar- s

exotic lesson

‘This permit allows one to drive in this
country for three years before the per-
son has to obtain a Michigan drwer S
license.

She says the Geneva Treaty estab-
lished a policy of reciprocity between
signing countries that makes such per-
mits valid. She says they are issued
through AAA auto insurance com-
panics in these countries. The fee is $3.

MRS. WOODARD says immigrants
can get a Michigan license if they have
a valid license from their homeland or
mss the state’s wrilten, visual and

road tests. If the performance is
unsatifactory. they recommend driv-
ing lessons.

A valid license is one that has not
expired, she says. However. the means
for getting one is different in many
countries.

In some African countries driver’s
licenses last a lifetime, she says. In
other countries. a license can cost as
much as $1.000. She says it's very diffi-
cult to obtain one in Pakistan.

gent’s lessons a year ago, except com-
municating with the instructor. She
says she had to get used to his style of

speaking.
Sargent says he uses a few key
words when teaching recent immi- [

grants who have not mastered the lan-
guage. The most important word,
which he uses often is “‘clear.” to
describe the traffic flow.

She also says driving is more organ-
ized in this country because of well
marked roads. She says pedestrians in
America are lest apt to spurt out into
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