School closings

Alma superintendent says they can be avoided

Michigan’s declining school enroll-
ments needn’t always result in closing
uildings or program cutbacks.

Some 23 alternatives to school clos-
ings are examined in a University of
Michigan doctoral study by David E.
Spathelf, superintendent of schools in

, Mich,

He surveyed 263 of his colleagues—
about half of all superintendents of K-
12 (kindergarten through 12th grade)
districts in Michigan. They encom-
passed all sizes and types of commu-
nities, Lower and Upper Peninsula,
from rural areas to urban.

“The study participants were pre-
sented with a hypothetical situation,”
Spathelf said, “that their school dis-

tricts had, since 1973, experienced a
severe enrollment decline.

““Tre concurrent-loss of state reve-
nues hnd depleted all surplus funds,
and the upcoming year indicated a
budget deficit. Michigan law requires
all districts to maintain a balanced
budget. The enrollment losses now
make it feasible to close one schoal
building.” B

The superintendents favored aiterna-
tives which would retain the facilities,
reduce costs and increase revenues,
Spathelf said. Vocational and special
education classes, community educa-
tion programs or renting rooms for
ron-educational purposes are among
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lm uses they supported for the surplus

"Expansmn into community or con-
tinuing education programs are par-
ticularly favored by superintendents
whose enrollments are currently
increasing or stable,” Spathelf said.

Reducing the operations of ome or
more buildings, with a part-time
administrator or smaller staff, was
favored by superintendents who are
already experiencing a decline.
Another alternative was balancing
school enrollments to provide better
use of building space.

“The critical problem facing these
districts has been lack of money,”
Spahelf said. “Higher millage is usu-
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Medicare pamphlet
free from the feds

The Social Security Administration
has published a pamphlet called “A
Brief Explanation of Medicare.” For a
free copy, send a posteard to the Con-
sumer Information Center, Dept. 685F,
Pueblo, Colo. 81009.

Medicare is a heaith insurance pro-
gram under social security that helps
Americans over 65 and many severely
disabled people under €5 to pay the
high cost of. medical care. It has two
pans huspxtal insurance and medical
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ally ruled out, because most commu-

- mities already pay high school taxes.”

The 263 superintendents proposed
some 48 altematives in addition to the
23 presented by Spathelf. They ranked
as “most ideal” the “elimination of
programs that are not effective or that
are staffed by marginal people.” The

“most practical” was “‘making space
available for improved éducational
programs sponsored by the inter-
mediate school district.”

Spathelf did notice a different pat-
tern of responses for administrators in
the cities and urban fringe,

‘The city superintendents favored
initiation of pre-school programs and
establishment of a learning resource
center in each school. The urban
fringe respondents supported several
cost-cutting measures: the operation
of one or more schools on a reduced
budget; the use of paraprofessionals
instead of teachers in non-instructional
areas like study halls, and the provi-
sion of cash bonuses or other
incentives to staff to encourage early
retirement.

Spathelf also asked the superintend-
ents to list those factors which they
believed had most influence on the
decisions they made-to deal with
declining student enrollment. *‘The
board of education, followed by ‘com-
munity pressure’ were top ranked,” he
reports. ““The least influential were
employee unions and agencies of the
state government.”
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MEN'S STORE

Ready for the disco beat,the
newest look around. Open collar
long sleeve nylon knit shirt.
Powder blue, white or ecru.

Sizes S-M-L, $11.

Stitched front seam disco pants,
snug-fit through seat and thighs.
Brown, camel, navy or straw'color
polyester. 28 to 34 waist sizes,
32 to 36 lengths, $20.
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GET1/3 OFF

OUR ENTIRE STOCK
OF KID'S SWIMWEAR.
FUN-LOVING LOOKS
AT SAVINGS.
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SALE 399710759

Reg. 650 to 11.50. Little girls' swimsuits In sunny,
new styles. Save on one and two-piece suits in bright
summer prints and basic selid colors. Sizes 4-6x, 48
units.* In Hudson's Glrls* 4-6x.

SALE 299 AND 3.99

Reg. 4.50 to 6.50. Find blg savings on little boy's
sults. Our super selection includes knit trunks, track
style trunks and woven swim suits. Assorted colors and
easy-care fabtics to choose from. Sizes S-M-L for 4-7.
30 units.* In Hudson’s Boy's 4-7.

CLEARANCE 1.97-6.97

Qrig. $3 to $11. Fun-n-th looks for

All sizes 2-4. Toddler girls swimwear, orig. $4 to SII,
clearance 2.57-6.97, 30 units.’ Toddler boys swim-
wear, ofig. 3-1250, cleatance 1.97-6.27, 30 units.*
InHudson's Toddler's.

SALE 599 TO 859

Reg.$9 to $13. Big girls' swimsuits in sleak summer
styles. Save on one and two-piece suits in o wide
variety of colors and styles. 36 units* In Girls" 7-14, all
stores, Also, Young Teen sulls for girls, reg. 9.50-315,
sale 599 and 7.99, 30 units.”
Selection may vary by store.

*Total units avoilable whie quantifies last.
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