Suburban caucus
" Year-old bloc trying to prod Capitol Hill

By MICHAEL MATT

. A “suburban caucus” has blossomed on Wash-
ington’s Capitol Hill, but to many people, even
some of the most powerful members of congress,
it is a well-kept secret.

Little news of the caucus has trickled back to
metropolitan Detroit, even though U.S. Rep. Carl
Pursell (R-Plymouth) and James Blanchard (D-
Pleasant Ridge) were among the first to join the
movement.

The caucus’ leaders say it has grown to include
50 members with near equal numbers from both
parties and is on its way to becoming one of the
largest caucuses on “the Hill.”"

Yet, although the caucus jelled about a year ago,

to most estimates, it still lacks an
office, a staff, and according to some old Washing-
ton hands, any effectiveness.

Its board of directors, however, is trying to
change all that.

‘Their success will be measured by whether they
achieve their goal: Changing the federal govern-
ment’s attitude towards the suburbs. They contend
that the Livonias and Farmingtons of America are
forgetten by federal officials who devote most of
lhelr attention to the big central cities and rural

"WE DON'T WANT to criticize the big cities,
but its time for the suburbs to be unified,” Pursell
said. “We just want some fairness.”

ard’s sentiments were stronger and more

“] and my constituents have more in common
with the suburbs in Minnesota and New York than
we have with the central city of Detroit,” he said.

“There just has to be some sensitivity to subur-
ban America.

THERE IS, however, some disagreement within
the caucus over how they should approach the
problems of suburbia.

Some congressmen, like Oakland County’s Blan-
chard, say the caucus should try to build itself into
a power bloc which can exert influence on legisla-
tion and executive policy.

Others, including one of the caucus’ organizers,
Rep. Ron Mott! (D-Chio), say the emphasis should
be on redirecting home some of the federal dollars
now targeted for the large central cities. Mottl's
constituency is centered in the Cleveland suburb of
Parma.

“WE'LL HAVE BEEN a success if can just get
suburban input into the process,” Blanchard said.
“I'm reluctant to say there should be a special
suburban package, but we might have to do it,” he
added.

“We have to focus on the fact,” Blanchard said,
“that many older suburbs and middle class sub-
urbs are not considered when we legislate.”

According to Blanchard, many suburbs are fac-
ing the same pmblems as the older central cities.
“We’re not all rolling in champagne and living in
fancy houses,” he said.

He pointed to the problems faced by tiny, mosﬂy -

black Royal Oak Township, nestled along Eight
Mile between Oak Park and Ferndale. “It has a
much higher unemployment rate than Detroit. It's
poorer. Its housing stock is poorer,” he said.

*“Its almost impossible for them to get any finan-
cial help whatsoever."

BLANCHARD'S OTHER big task for the caucus
is to press for less strict guidelines on the spending
of federal aid. Conflict over those guidelines,
called “strings™ by critics, has existed for years.

‘The most publicized battles have been over fed-
eral housing aid and whether such money is being
spent in the suburbs to perpetuate racial segrega-
tion. This year, Livonia lost at least $1 million in
future housing aid because of its refusal to comply
with certain guidelines. Birmingham has been
threatened with loss of aid because of its recent
re;mum of a low-income housing plan.

T don't like all the strings that HUD (Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development) wants
to attach to every little thing,” Blanchard said.

*“We want the feds to give federal officials credit
for knowing their own problems and how to deal
with them.

“There’s all this thinking of quotas and for-
mulas. Its often counter-productive. I see this as
rigid thinking on the part of people in Washingv.un
and Lansing,” he said.

POLICYMAKING IS important, agrees Ohio's
Mattl, but money is the bottom line.

“The suburbs never get any funds,” Mottl
charged. For every $3 the suburbs send to Wash-
ington, they get $1 back, he said. Conversely, for
every dollar the central cities send to Washington,
they get $3 back.

Blanchard and Pursell agree. ““The residents of
smailer suburbs have been getting the short end of
the stick when it comes to federal funding,” Blan-
chard said.

THE GROUP'S GOALS may be clear, but the
verdict is still out on its effectiveness and
influence. It can boast of some small victories—a
recent discussion between several suburban offi-
cials and President Jimmy Carter's chief urban
policy advisor, Stuart Eisenstat, for example.

Moit), as the group’s Democratic troubleshooter,

is trying to arrange ‘a similar meeting between ~

some caticus members, prominent suburban gov-
" ernmental officials and Carter.
That may be more difficult, concedes Pursell.
“We don’t have access to the president. No one in
- Michigan has access to the president, except
{Detroit Mayor) Coleman Young,” he said.
AROUND THE HALLS of congress, the caucus’
effectiveness and even dts existence are

questi
In spite of bipartisan membership, a cross-sec-
tion of polical philosphies and such members as
William l-'nrd (D-Mich.) of Taylor, Mark Hanna-
ford (D-Cal.), Edward Derwinski (R-I.), Tom
Lucken (D-Ohio), John Wydler (R-N.Y.), Robert
. Young (D-Mo.), and Douglas Waigren (D-Pa.},
some of congress’ powerbrokers and top urban
strategists say they've never heard of the caucus.
House §) Thomas *Tip"” O'Neill (D-Mass.)

was unavailable for comment, but one of his top
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‘1 and my constituents have
more in common with the sub-
urbs in Minnesota and New
York than we have with the
central city of Detroit.’

-U.S.Rep. James Blanchard

aides, Gary Hymel, said the caucus has never
approached O'Neill's offices.

“ don't know anything about it,” Hymel said. *'I
guess they work in other areas. They've never
asked us to do anything for them," he said.

According to the office of U.S. Rep. John Con-
yers, an influential Detroiter in the Michigan dele-
gation, the suburban caucus has not made any con-
tact with them.

“It’s the first I'm hearing of it,” responded one
of Conyers’ senior aides. *'If they’re operating, it
must be a covert operation,” he said.

THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION is not taking

-the suburban caucus quite as lightly, though, espe-

cially after the caucus’ meeting with Eisenstat.

At that meeting a number of suburban officials,
including Livonia Mayor Edward Mcnamara, criti-
dzed Carter’s propesed urban policy and HUD.
Pursell called the officials’ attack *blistering.”

‘The administration, however, maintains that the
the caucus’ abjections are off base.

“When we met with the caucus,” said one
administration official, ““we maintained that none
of our policies should and do exclude the suburban
areas that have need.”

The official also disagreed with Mottl's charges
that suburbs are not getting a fair share of their
tax money back in services and programs.

*To the extent that a suburb has need, it will be
included. If an area has no need at all, it will not
be included,” he said.

‘THE DIFFERNCES OF opinion are not likely to
be resolved immediately, caucus members agree.
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But they say it is too early write off their efforts
and influence.

“We're only a neophyte organization,” Mottl
said. “But they're beginning to take us more
seriously. There will be a time when we carry
major clout,” he predicted.

“The caucus is only in the embryonic stage,”
Blanchard said. “Its much too early to claim suc-
cess and its certainly too early to say we've failed.

“I don't know if in five years we'll be considered
asuccess or a failure,” he concluded.
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... On the Terrace

dune 28 JIMMY WILKINS BAND
NE ARTS' QUINTET

Julys- PANCH“’D
July 12 - TRIBE JAZZ COMBO
July 19 - 8OB DURANT BAND
July 26 - TAILGATE RAMBLERS
August 2 - SAXOPHONE SYMPHONY BAND
August 9 - DETROIT BRASS SOCIETY
Augus! 16 - ERIC ROSENOW BAND
August 23 - NEW McKINNEY COTTON PICKERS
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zillion hifi components.

Center store only.:

Miida3100receiver.

June 30th is the end of the fiscal year at
Tech Hifi. Which means our bookkeepers are ourbookkeepers week in all Tech Hifi stores. The Tech Hifi
faced with the job of counting the inventoryin

That's no fun for them. And it's expensive for us.

So, we've decided to have an enormous sale. it's actually
cheaper for us to offer you cheaper prices than to count a

JBL L100 speakers (pr.)......cccoveererererenc. $479
Studio Design 56 speakers (pr.).
Marantz 2230B receiver.

Sanyo TP1020 turntable.

The following specials are at 8-Mile Bargain

{open boxes and demo specials)

Garrard 770 turntable.
Pioneer 9191 cassette decl .
Sherwood 7110 receiver...............

Tech Hifi'
Once-A-Year
Inventory Sale.

(You can thank

for this one).

.$199
.$189
.$139

TEAC AB40 cassette deck.................... Accuphase C200 pre-amp (demo).
TEAC 650 cassette deck....... Accuphase P300 power amp (demo).. $599
Garrard 630 turntable.

The following specials are in Dearborn, Southgate,
Mt. Clemens and Ann Arbor only.

Phase Linear 4000 pre-amp (demo)
Phase Linear 2000 pre-amp (demo)......

Studio Design 46 speakers (pr.)............. $109  Phase Linear 700B power amp(demo)$599

Philips 312 turntable (repack) Phase Linear 200 power amp (demo)...$279
(cartridge optional)...........cccveeuvreerennnne. $129  phase Linear 5000 tuner (demo)..

JBL L26 speakers (pr.).........cccocorvunenene $159

TEAC 170S cassette deck $119

No dealers.

..$ 89
Plus hundreds of unadvertised specials.

tech hifi

Come play.

35555 Plymouth Rd. (World Camera Bldg.), Livonia 525-7360 /4526 N. Woodward Ave.,
Royal Oak 576-4436 / 125 Main St., Rochester 652-HIF|
In Mlchlgan Dearborn, Mt. Clemens, Detroit “The Bargain Center,” East Detroit, Southgate, Ann Arbor and East Lansing.
Stores also in New England, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and in Ohio.

Our once-a-year Inventory Sale lasts all

guarantees (7-Day Moneyback, 60-Day De-
fective Exchange, 90-Day 100% Trade, etc.

etc.) will still be in effect for this sale. And we’'ll be glad to
accept your Mastercharge or Visa card.

Come to our Inventory Sale this week. You'll bring joy to
the lives of a lot of bookkeepers.

The following specials are in Royal Oak, Livonia,
Rochester, Detroit, E. Lansing & Columbus only.
Accuphase T101 tuner (demo)..
Accuphase T100 tuner (demo)..

Accuphase E202 int. amp (demo)........ $599

Subject to availability.
No backorders.

Inventory Sale is being held at all Tech Hifi stores.
Not responsible for typographical errors.

$349

Limited Quantities.
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