Deficit budget faces Walled Lake

By PHIL JEROME

The Walled Lake School District is
facing its second consecutive deficit
budget in the 1976-79 school year.

Asst. Supt. for Business Harry Car-
Ison told the Walled Lake school board
at a special budget hearing recently
that projected expenditures of $19.7

cits in 1977-78 and 1978-79, but we'll be
down to orly about $500,000 in fund
equity after the 197879 school year.”
he said.

I think we're going to have to start
asking some very serious questions as
to what we're going to do in 197980,
Carlson added.

Should the district cut programs or

virtually unchanged with the addition
of only 8'2 new personnel including
three learning diabilities teachers,
three learning disabilities aides and
2% custodians to care for the addition
to Walled Lake Central High School,
expected to apen in September.
Sheldon said the budget is *‘woefully
short™ in the area of equipment

replacement and that building mainte-
nance and capital outlay are “‘under-
budgeted.”

UNLESS THE BOARD decides to
make some major revisions, the tenta-
tive budget it received Monday will be
the final spending plan for the
upcoming school year.
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final, the district is expecting a deficit
of $118.500 for the current school year
which officially ends Friday.

School districts are required by state
law to have balanced budgets. The
Walled Lake schools technically aren't
operating “in the red” because of a
fund equity of approximately $1.1 mil-
lion left over from the 1976-77 school
year.

Nevertheless, Carlson cautioned the
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LOCAL REVENUE sources, prima-
rily property taxes, are expected to
generate some $15.9 million with state
and county monies making up the rest
of the budget. Instructional costs rep-
resent more than 50 per cent of the
tentative $19.7 financial package.
while support services including plant
operation and maintenance were
pegged at $2.5 million.

Carlson and Supt. Donald Sheldon
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