- Officials fume over tax cut drive

. By MICHAEL MAT

. 10 called the Tisch amendment and
it has set county officials buzzing like
ﬁ whose hive has been invaded by a

<. Unlike the much-publicized tax limi-

tation proposal championed by Rich-

-ard Headlee and the Southfield-based

-Taxpayers United for Tax Limitation,

the Tisch Amendment is an out-affd-
out tax cut.

>, The Taxpayers United proposed con-

jStitutional amendment has all but

Buaranteed itself a spot on the Novem-

Zber ballot. Supporters of the Tisch

:amemdment are scrambling for

~enough signatures to get their aiterna-

Jtive before the voters, too. ‘They have

“wntil Monday.

= “I's downright dangerous.” saig
-one high-ranking member of Oakland
‘County Executive Daniel Murphy's

-~ administration.

+ "Taxes are a problem," said Rich-
ard Manning (D-Redford). vice-chair-
man of the 27-member Wayne County
Board of Commissioners. “But we

;' don’t need a meat-axe approach to the

- problem.”
THE PROPOSAL, which is named
- alter its sponsor, Shiawassee County
- Drain Commissioner Robert Tisch. is
Michigan's version of California's rek-
 mowned. controversial Proposition 13.
Moreover. Tisch's move has gained
- the backing of Californian Howard
Jarvis, who led his state’s tax revolt to
* a landslide victory at the polls last
month.

‘Taxes are a problem, but we don't need a
meat-axe approach to the problem.’

Wayne

— Richard Manning
County Commissioner

“TOO DRASTIC,” “irresponsible,”
“too severe” and “unreasonable”—
that’s the way the Tisth amendment
has been described.

Opponents of California’s over-
whelmingly-approved tax cut said the
same thing before the rollback was
approved in the beginning of June.
Now the same thing is being said by
Wayne and Oakland County leaders as
the deadline for filing petitions to
place Tisch Amendment on the
November ballot nears.

“They don't have nearly as much
publteity as the tax limitation drive,”
said Patrick Nowak, Oakland County's
specialist in governmental relations.
“But it could pass.™

Tisch has brought his tax-cut cam-
paign 6 the metropolitan area in an
effort to get the 125,000 needed signa-
tures to put his proposal on the ballot
in addition to the tax limitation
amendment.

AS THE TISCH amendment gained
publicity, though, county officials have
taken heed and aré predicting doom if
the plan is approved.

In financially-beleaguered Wayne

total work force by about half," Man-
ling said.

It took me three hours to get these
tax figures,”" he said, *'I don't know
how long it would take if there were a
50 per cent reduction in the staff."”

IN OAKLAND COUNTY, which is
facing another “austerity budget,”
officials label Tisch's pro-
posaldownright dangerous.™

“If we're talking about a 50 per cent
reduction,” Nowak said, “we're get-
ting right down to talking about essen-
tial services. That means police and
fire services.

“The people of this county wouldn't
want a situation where services are
rolled back to that degree.” Nowak
Sl

Califonia’s officials said much the
same thing, yet Proposition 13 won
easily.

COUNTY EXECUTIVE Daniel Mur-
phy has already joined Headlee's
camp. He announced his endorsement
of Taxpayers United's more moderate
tax limitation plan long before news of
Tisch's tax-cut drive reached metro
Detroit.

According to Murphy's office. there
are no plans to switch allegiance.

Oakland officials maintain that
‘Iisch'q amendment “‘just would not
work.*

In addition to a crippling cut in reve-
nues, Nowak said the 2Yz per cent ceil-
ing on future assessment increases
threatens the continued existence of
county government.

“The inflation rate, if more than 2tz
per cent, would mean taxes would be
cut even more.

“Government would fall further and
further and further behind. It just
couldn’t keep up with the effects of
inflation.

“If taxes are allowed to grow by 2'2
per cent a year, government just won't
be able to survive.” Nowak predicted.

MURPHY, MANNING AND Nowak
all agree that pulling the reins in on
runaway government spending is a
must. But they argue that the targel of
taxpayer and voter discontent should
be the state govemment. not local
wnits. .

Wayne and Oakiand counties. they
said, have had unwanted, expensive
new programs dumped in their laps
without any accompanying’ money to
ease the bite on their budgets.

“Before the fiscal year starts.”

ing said, “‘we decide how we're
going to spend our money. Six months
later the legislature meets and says.
‘Here's a new program we'd like you
to put in place.”
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Tisch's amendment would:

* Slash Michigan property taxes by
1 50 per cent from whatever they are on
_ Dec. 30, 1978. A house assessed at
¢ $10.0000, for example, beginning Jan,
"1, 1979 would be on the tax rolls at
0,000,

County. the Tisch amendment's effects
would be *“devastating.”” Manning
said.

According to Manning and the
county's bureau of taxation. Wayne
County would lose $45 million in tax
revenue. The county already faces an
estimated $8 million to $12 million defi-
cit for the fiscal year ending Nov. 30.

The hardesthit victim of Tisch's
proposal, Manning said, would be the
county’s school districts, which would
lose $233 million.

Cities, towns and villages in Wayne
County would find their tax coffers
$150 million emptier, he said. The
intermediate school districts would
lose $7 million and the community col-
lege’s in the county would lose $6
million.

“What we'd have to do is reduce our
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 Limit future increases in property
~ assessments to no more than 2z per
’ cent a year.
= Slap a 5.6 per cent ceiling on the
. State income tax. The present state
income tax rate is 4.6 per cent. At the
ceiling rate, insufficient revenue could
7 be produced to offset the property tax
v a.
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- Prohibit the state government
rom ordering a city. county, village
* or school district to begin new pro-
grams without first providing the
funds.

Wmoves
:;fdr ERA

. The YWCA National
1" Board has voted to move

its 1979 national triennial
--convention from Louis-
=" ville to Dallas because of
» the' uncertainty about
~ Equal Rights Amend-
~-ment ratification in

tuck;

JUST CAME DOWN

THERE'S A PERRY
OPTICAL CENTER NEAR YOU

Why is there such an outrageous difference in the price
of glasses? .

Q. it because of a difference In frames?

A. No. Your Pesry Optical Center carries Christian
Dior. . .Pierre Cardin. . .Yves Saint Laurent. . .
Oscar de la Renta. . .Anne Klein, . .Playboy. . .
Givenchy. . .Glorla Vanderbilt, other topqua-
lity designer frames, plus many more.

Kentucky.

Louisville had been
selected as the site for
the 1973 convention in
light of earlier ratifica-
tion of ERA by the Ken-
tucky legislature. How-
ever, developments in
recent months, including
rescission by the Ken-
tucky legislature which
was vetoed by Lt. Gov.
Thelma Stovall, and the
. continuing effort of some
+ forces in the state to
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Side Discharge

one year,
Second, we'llreplace your glasses for one year,
free of charge. If you bieak them, This is an
unconditional guarantee-and it applies to child-
ren's glasses, also.

s It because of a difference In service-after-the-
sale?

b3

Q. Bt because of a difference in lens blanks?
A. No again. America's leading lens manufac-
turers, including American Optical Company,

No. Wel adjust your glasses-ree-for as long as
you wear them. We know that things happen

« bring the measure back
1 to the legislature for fur-
¢ ther action of rescission
+ prompted the National

and Shuron, supply our number one grade
optical materlals, and your own eye doctor can
then double check the accuracy when he

10 frames. They get loose, become twisted,
lopsided and bent, If yours get out of shape,
just stop by the store and we'll fix them quick-

. finished 3 andatno charge.
* Board to change the con- approves your finished glasses. charg
© vention site. Q u

A. No difference. All our lenses are ground in the  A. No. We carry more tharPS00 ifferent frames,

i New
training

And it converts to
A Side Discharge

Rotary Mower, too!

Gel a new Yaid-Man “MulcuMow™ today at special

Midwest-andt most of them are ground in the
Greater Detioit metropolitan area by skilled
professional craftsmen. Every lens is meticu-
lously centered, ground, edged, polished and
tested. And as a govemment-required safety
measure, all lenses are drop-ball tested to
insure its Impact resistance.

This allows you a wide range (o choose from.
You wor't have o compromise and settle for
frames that are aimosi what you had In mind.
You can try on as many frames as you ike and
take as much time as you like to pick exacdy
the right shape, style, color and fit for you.

not pig:es.. It maws, cuts and reculs the clippings 10 par- diffes
: N ticle size to make “natural fertilizer” for your lawn. Q st of adiff i fitting? No. in fact there are several payment plans
: deductible A. No. There are two basic steps to fitting-and ~ avallable to you thiough Perry Optical Centers:

Manus Power Mowers

Perry Optical Centers perform each with quality
precision.

Master Charge, Visa, and almost all insurance
plans, including State 8. Federal insurance Pro-
gams.

Exgenses Iurhzraining First, we select and fit the frames to you with

r education that ma; 3116 N. exactness. Frame sizes are adjusted 1o the size

e Sou 5 e tade o 16 Wonduard ines. e s e il oesie THE BIG DIFFERENCE
business will not bring in 2 bk Templs are selected to it you snugly. butnot IS VALUE RECEIVED

; a tax deduction, the IRS s. South of 13 . Color sefecton Is made to enhinxe your  The glasses you recelve at a Perry

sy, For coss o be le-PZE“ﬂ appearance. nsthegoung  OPUCA) Center will be as good as

* must be relovant pec 8 yon -Sa: o5 Secondl, a,nlghxysuuedopudan ts the grou the glasses you'l find anywheres
cally to your current line Thors., Fi 1l 8 manufactured by such companies as Coburm same frames, same fittings, same

~of work.

: Q Eitbecuseoradrencengunnee  ONLY THE PRICE
A ﬁm‘emi:‘eg OpicdlCentersgive Oy} pAY WILL BE LESS o 52988#
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Optical, Shuron-Texron and American Optical.
We approach this exacting process with maxt-
‘mum attention to detall,

first, your glasses must be right, or we'll
replace them free. The lenses, frames and fit-
ting have to pass your eye doctor’s inspection,
and we guarantee all lenses and frames to be
free of defects In materlals o workmanship for

grinding. . .same everything. . .
induding your eye doctor's appro-
val. THIS.WE GUARANTEE.

And that's because of the difference
in the pricing: policy between Perry
Optical Centers and conventional
optical shops. .

WHY NOT BUY YOUR PRESCRIPTION
EYE GLASSES FROM A PERRY DRUG STORE

Flint. Beecher Ad. at Calki

Chooss lrom our apectal
Single vision atandard sizs.
qlass ocplastic. Bi-{ocal la

IN THESE CONVENIENT PERRY DRUG STORES

of smart plastic fmmes.
lanis aro experily cratied In
glass only.

Only The Price Is Less...Never the Quality...

ALSO IN MEDICAID

Madison Helghts, W, 14 Mile at Campbell
Mt Clemens,

ins
Flint, Downiown Ftint, S. Saginaw St. roesbeck Hwy. al 16 Mite

PERRY
Optical Cent

‘themagigihernse
Onwmyctm9s. |

perry

Flint, Dort Hwy. a1 Atherton Pontiac, Perry S1. at Wallon Biva.
Huntington Woods Codiidge at 10% Mile  Roch ter R, at Harmiin
Imlay Clty, N. Cedar St. at M Southtisld, Greentield at W. 9-Mile

Warran, Dequindra al 11 Mile
‘Waterford, Elizabeth Lk Rd.at M:59
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